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Abstract: Many children who live in the interior and mountainous areas of Papua-Indonesia do not 
get the right of education. This research aims to formulate a theoretical concept of boarding school-
based character education by implementing Papuan cultural contextual education in the process of 
education. The method used is a qualitative method with a grounded theory approach. The research 
participants were 14 people. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews and textual 
analysis of the interview results. The data analysis technique uses the Atlas.ti application by using 
three levels of coding: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. The research results show 
that there are six main concepts as a model of boarding school character education: personal 
development, spiritual development, extracurricular activities, clean and healthy lifestyles, learning 
from inspirational figures, and academic development. These six theoretical concepts can be divided 
into internal and external character building. One of the uniqueness of character education is the 
integration of local cultural values in the whole process of character education of the children, both 
in the school environment and in the dormitory. The results of the study provide insights for 
educators, schools, and government on different forms of character education models. 

Keywords: boarding school; character education; local wisdom; inland students; personal 
development 
 

Introduction 

Character education is very important and fundamental for students in the age of technology 
(Kim, 2023; Yulia et al., 2022). In fact, this has become a major topic in various scientific discussions 
(Brestovanský, 2024). Character education in the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
fuelled political activity, as governments and educators saw that character education could be used 
to address social problems (Jerome & Kisby, 2019; Hastasari et al., 2022). However, there are also 
societies in various countries that are experiencing a crisis of morality and virtue (Kayange, 2023). 
These groups are students who live and stay in rural, underdeveloped, and remote areas. They 
experience poverty and economic constraints. They also do not receive proper formal education, 
especially character education (Stone, 2023). They have limited access to education (Prasetio et al., 
2021) and information technology. 

Students living in rural areas always experience political instability (Viartasiwi, 2013), social 
conflicts (Roberts & Green, 2013), riots, tribal wars (Yampap & Haryanto, 2023; Putra et al., 2024) 
marginalisation and oppression (Kebede et al., 2021). They experience hygiene and health issues 
(Chambers et al., 2024; Bourke et al., 2012), difficulties in socialising with others, increased school 
dropout rates (F. Liu, 2004), even 50% of rural students lose their right to learn (UNICEF, 2016; Ravet 
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& Mtika, 2024), lack of qualified teachers (Ravet & Mtika, 2024), lack of education funding (Wallin, & 
Reimer 2008). Students also lose access to role models or mentors who can provide strong character 
guidance and limited services. Parents are unable to accompany their children; due to the low levels 
of education and economic status (Li et al., 2024; Hermino & Arifin, 2020; du Plessis, 2014; Guo & 
Chen, 2023) 

The problems described above are also experienced by students in the inland and outermost 
regions of Papua Indonesia (Yampap & Haryanto, 2023). These issues, if left unaddressed, can affect 
children's psychology. Limited physical and social access to the outside community makes students 
feel isolated and lonely. Children tend to feel inferior when they are with friends who are outside 
their environment and culture. This leads to lack of confidence, fear, reluctance to open and lack of 
motivation to learn (Yao, 2022). Therefore, one of the efforts to overcome this problem is to improve 
the quality of dormitory-based character education. Dormitory-based character education is an 
educational approach that brings students from inland and outermost areas to live and learn with 
teachers in a dormitory environment for a period. This assertion is relevant to Liu & Villa’s (2020) 
research findings on children in rural China who live and study in dormitories. They found that 
boarding schools can improve cognitive outcomes, create better learning, and help children from 
disadvantaged family backgrounds. 

Taruna Papua Indonesia Boarding School is a formal primary and secondary school that 
integrates local cultural values with school learning and boarding life. The school is managed by the 
Lokon Education Foundation. There are approximately 1,356 students who are taught and cared for 
at this boarding school. They come from two indigenous tribes: the Amungme who live in the 
mountains, the Kamoro who live on the coast, and five other related tribes: the Moni, Dani, Nduga, 
Damal and Lanny. This assertion is supported by Katanski's (2005) statement that boarding schools 
are deliberately created to unite children from different countries with different ethnicities, 
languages, and to preserve local cultures in schools. As an attempt to overcome the situation that 
divides the tribes. 

Although this is not the first research on dormitory-based character education, the novelty of 
this research focuses on an in-depth analysis of a Papuan contextual culture-based character 
education model for students from the mountainous interior and coastal suburbs. These students not 
only come from different ethnicities, cultures, and languages, but also have differences in character, 
attitudes, and relationship patterns.  

Therefore, the purpose of this research is to analyse a dormitory-based character education 
model by implementing Papuan cultural contextual education in all education and childcare. This 
research is expected to be a new character education model in integrating local Papuan cultural 
values into school learning and children's daily life in dormitories. The character and personality 
education of children will be carried out through an integrated system between school and out-of-
school influences. 

Literature Review 

Character education is a national movement to create schools that develop ethical, responsible; 
and caring young people by modelling and teaching good character through emphasis on universal 
values that we all share (Pala, 2011; Frye et all, 2002; (Singh, 2019). Good character education is one 
of the keys to education in schools (Faizin, 2019). Character education has been implemented from 
pre-school to higher education (Hoge, 2002; Althof & Berkowitz*, 2006). Character education differs 
from moral education. Moral education tends to be theory-based, constructivist and cognitively 
structured. (Althof & Berkowitz*, 2006; Chan, 2020). In contrast, character education is ‘atheoretical’ 
compared to moral education. Character education is more concerned with achieving desirable 
behavioural outcomes (Chan, 2020). Lickona et al., (2002) emphasises that character education has 
three main elements: knowing the good, wanting the good and doing the good.  

Based on these three elements someone is considered to have a good character if they know the 
good (moral knowledge), have interest in the good (moral feeling) and do good (Rokhman et al., 
2014). Therefore, character education aims to develop students' ability to make good and bad choices 
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to understand, interpret, and uphold what is good, and to recognise this goodness in everyday life. 
In this regard, Lickona (2015) mentions seven essential and primary character elements that need to 
be instilled in students, namely sincerity or honesty, compassion, courage, kindness, self-control, 
cooperation, and diligence or hard work. These seven core character traits are the most important 
and primary to develop in students at school, in addition to many other character values. The same 
opinion is expressed by Singh (2019), namely character education is the intentional, proactive effort 
by schools, districts, and states to instil in their student’s important core, ethical values such as caring, 
honesty, fairness, responsibility, and respect for self and others. 

Local culture is all the ideas, activities, and results of human activities in a community group in 
a particular place. Thus, local cultural sources are the values, activities, and outcomes of traditional 
activities (Pangalila et al., 2021b). Local wisdom can function as advice, beliefs, literature, taboos for 
conservation and protection of natural resources, human resource development, culture, and science, 
social, political, ethical, and moral (Berkowitz & Ben-Artzi, 2024) (Pangalila et al., 2021a). Character 
education is a deliberate effort to develop good character based on core values that are good for the 
individual and good for society (Faizin, 2019; Singh, 2019).  

Schools become agents for cultivating character values through learning and internalising of 
local cultural values (Berges Puyo, 2020). Local culture-based education is a strategy for creating and 
designing a learning experience that incorporates culture as part of the learning process. The main 
elements of local culture-based character education are the integration of local cultural values in the 
learning curriculum, teaching materials that reflect the local culture, teachers and trainers who 
involve local communities, and respect for diversity. (Yampap & Haryanto, 2023). The aim of 
culturally responsive character education is for students to quickly understand knowledge, identity, 
and moral values in the context of their daily lives. Other research by Yampap & Haryanto (2023) 
shows that tradition of burning stones, practised by indigenous Papuan Indonesians can promote 
students' sense of nationalism, mutual respect, solidarity, togetherness, concern for others, and 
gratitude to the Almighty. 

Boarding education is an educational approach in which students live and learn in a community. 
The school provides different types of accommodation for students during their education. Teachers 
and students live together in a community. Lomawaima & Whitt (2023) assert that boarding schools 
are an effective means of separating the younger generation from 'tribal' influences and instilling 
discipline. For this reason, boarding school education is holistic. Students not only academic learning, 
but also extracurricular activities (Dvali, 2024a) such as arts, health, sports, literacy, and other social 
activities (Lomawaima & Whitt, 2023). Children are taught life values such as discipline, respect, 
cleanliness, health, independence (Zhang, 2020), self-confidence and responsibility. These values are 
instilled in students through school rules, daily routines, and interactions with staff and fellow 
students. Boarding school education is an immersive, valuable experience and helps students 
develop in all aspects of morality, intelligence, physical fitness, beauty, hard work, and discipline 
(Yaxuan, 2023).  

Students living in boarding schools have a strong sense of community (Gangloff, 2023). Students 
participate together in all activities such as prayer, study, and sport. Trafzer et al. (2006) found that 
students must adapt to a regulated daily schedule: waking up, resting, queuing for meals, going to 
class, study times set by bells. Boarding schools also reduce undesirable student behaviour, such as 
absenteeism (Martin et al., 2014). A survey conducted by the American Association of Boarding 
Schools (2013) found that 68% of boarding school students believe that boarding school helped them 
improve self-discipline, maturity, independence, cooperative learning, and critical thinking. The aim 
is to form a positive spirit of solidarity, eliminate negative feelings, interpersonal communication and 
get along harmoniously with housemates (Zhang & Tan, 2023). 

The dormitory not only has the basic functions of life support, but also has the special function 
of educational functions. It is a bridge for teachers and students to communicate feelings and ideas, 
a platform for students to cultivate their mental health and independence, and a cradle of civilized 
behavior and high moral feelings. Therefore, dormitories are called the "first society", "second family" 
and "third classroom" for students (Zhao & Liu, 2022).  

Preprints.org (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 26 August 2024                   doi:10.20944/preprints202408.1842.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202408.1842.v1


 4 

 

Method 

This research uses a qualitative method with a grounded theory approach. Grounded theory is 
a qualitative method that inductively uses a set of systematic procedures to provide a theory about 
the phenomenon under study (Corbin & Strauss, 2014). The aim of this method is to build a theory 
that provides an abstract understanding of one or more of the core issues under study (Charmaz & 
Thornberg, 2021). There were 14 respondents in this study, consisting of the school principal, 
dormitory head, character development coordinator, dormitory supervisor, and students. Table 1 
shows the basic information about the respondents. The data collection techniques were semi-
structured interviews with respondents and documentation in the form of boarding schoolwork 
programmes and character development programmes for students. To validate the data collection 
methods, the researcher used data triangulation from different informants and finally conducted 
discussions with peers in the form of focus group discussions (Creswell & David, 2018). The Atlas.ti 
application was used for data analysis. Data analysis starts with the coding stage, which is divided 
into three stages, namely open coding, axial coding, and selective coding (J. Li, 2022; Hamedinasab 
et al., 2023). 

Table 1. Partisipant information. 

Kode Gender Age Position 
1 Female 47 Principal 
2 Male 45 Dormitory Head 
3 Male 28 Character Education Asistant 
4 Male 29 Male dormitory supervisor 
5 Male 28 Character Development Coordinator  
6 Male 30 Men’s dormitory Supervisor  
7 Female 33 Girls' Dormitory Coordinator 
8 Female 32 Girls' Dormitory Supervisor 
9 Female 31 Girls' Dormitory Supervisor 
10 Female 14 Junior high school student in grade 8 
11 Female 13 Junior high school student in grade 7 
12 Male 15 Junior high school student in grade 9 
13 Male 10 Primary school student in grade 5 
14 Female 11 Primary school student in grade 6 

Results 

Open coding is the process of coding sentence by sentence from the original data. There were 14 
respondents who provided responses on the topic of the dormitory-based character education model 
at Taruna School in Papua Indonesia. After several rounds of careful analysis, the researcher obtained 
27 categories of initial concepts that appeared frequently. The results of processing the initial 
categories from the initial coding are presented in Figure 1 in the form of word clouds. 
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Figure 1. Open coding: 27 initial concept categories in cloud word. 

In the next stage, the researcher conducted axial coding using cluster analysis of the open coding 
data. In this way, the researcher combined similar codes to construct a more general macro concept. 
Based on the 27 frequently occurring categories, the researcher found six theoretical concepts as a 
form of dormitory-based character education model at Taruna Papua School, namely personal 
development, spiritual development, extracurricular activities, clean and healthy lifestyles, learning 
from inspirational figures, and academic development (Figure 3). Furthermore, the researcher made 
logical connections between these concepts and finally the theoretical structure is shown in Table 2. 
In addition, the concepts of personal development and spiritual development were grouped into 
internal character building. External character building includes the concept of extracurricular 
activities, clean and healthy lifestyles, learning from inspirational figures and academic development.  

Table 2. Character development groups. 

Concept Implication 
Personal development Internal character building 
Spiritual development Internal character building  
Extra-curricular activities External character building 
Clean and healthy lifestyles External character building 
Learning from inspirational figures External character building 
Academic development External character building 

Based on the results of the open coding (Figure 2), the concept of extracurricular activities is a 
character development model that is very popular among students. 50% of respondents recognised 
the specificity of this programme. This means that most students like the character education model 
in the form of extra-curricular activities such as sports, arts, language, and cultural development. 
Pupils prefer and are interested in interest and talent development activities. 
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Figure 2. Statistic data for six key concept categories. 

Based on the six core concepts and the results of clustering character education through the first 
two levels of coding, the researchers used selective coding to build a theoretical model of character 
education. We call this ‘dormitory-based character education theory’ (Figure 4). The axial coding 
results (Figure 3) show that each core concept has subcategories. Self-development has for 
subcategories, namely capacity building, integrating local wisdom in schools and dormitories, 
visiting orphanages, and building communities. The concept of spiritual development has five 
subcategories, namely praying before and after activities, spiritual camping, ecumenical workship, 
spiritual tourism, and leading worship in turn. 

 

Figure 3. Axial coding: six core concept categories. 
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Figure 4. Dormitory-based character education theory. 

The concept of extra-curricular activities has four subcategories namely sports development, arts 
development, language development (Indonesian and English) and cultural literacy. The concept of 
clean and healthy lifestyles has three subcategories, namely body hygiene (body, hair, nails, teeth), 
clothing hygiene, and the obligation to use own’s facilities. The concept of learning from inspirational 
figures has two subcategories, namely inspiration from Papuan figures and inspiration from world 
figures. The concept of academic development has two subcategories, namely game-based education, 
and Papuan contextual cultural education. 

Figure 4 shows that the character education model can be divided into two parts: first, internal 
character building, which includes spiritual development and personal development; second, 
external character development which includes extracurricular activities, clean and healthy lifestyles, 
learning from inspirational figures and academic development. Effective character education 
combines these two aspects in a balanced way. Holistic character education in boarding schools helps 
everyone to develop positive moral values and attitudes internally, while strengthening 
environmental influences and external role models to support the development of good character. 

Discussion 

The general findings are to identify and explain the concept of character education of students 
in boarding schools. One of the uniqueness of character education is the integration of local cultural 
values in the whole process of children's character education, both in the school environment and in 
the boarding house. This finding is relevant to Guo & Chen’s (2023) statement that boarding schools 
should pay attention to character education that incorporates local language, community cultural 
values and family culture. Although students live and stay in dormitories away from their families, 
local language, cultural and family values are still preserved in boarding school life. Boarding 
education does not remove children from local cultural values such as local language and family 
culture. Integrating local culture into the character education of boarding students further 
strengthens and enriches the value of local wisdom in education. Birquier et al., (1998) assert that the 
traditional culture inheritance function of the family is irreplaceable in protecting the transmission of 
moral values from generation to generation. Katanski (2005) asserts that representations of the 
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boarding school experience in late 20th century Native American literature express a complex 
combination of tribal nationalism and solidarity. 

The results showed that one form of character development is a clean and healthy lifestyle. 
Dormitory supervisors help students to live a healthy and clean lifestyle, both in terms of personal 
hygiene (body, hair, nails, teeth) and clothing hygiene. Students are required to use their own 
facilities. They are not allowed to use other people's bathing facilities or clothing. Students are given 
nutritious food every day. Similarly, Trafzer et al., (2006) states that the boarding school experience 
has changed the lives of thousands of Native American children. The boarding school pattern of 
education transformed students from 'savages' to 'civilised' people. Boarding school officials bathed 
children and cut their hair to kill lice (L. Li et al., 2024). Marasinghe et al., (2024) found that the 
boarding school environment had an impact on students' health. Every day, housemasters regularly 
open the windows to increase the flow of air in the dormitories. The design of the dormitories and a 
healthy environment provide comfort and health for the children. 

The form of dormitory-based character education model at Taruna Papua School, namely play-
based education, and Papuan contextual cultural education, can improve students' learning 
outcomes and motivation. Through language development, students can already write and speak 
English fluently. Their motivation to learn is increased through game-based learning and Papuan 
contextual cultural education. Boarding schools help students receive multicultural education, 
increase students' socialisation (White, 2004), and improve students' academic performance (Zhou & 
Xu, 2021). Boarding schools improve and standardise students' learning time by providing a good 
learning environment (Zhong et al., 2024; Yao & Gao, 2018), which in turn improves students' 
academic achievement (Foliano et al., 2019;Curto & Fryer, 2014). Similarly, (Martin et al., 2014) found 
that boarding students had more continuous access to professional educator education than non-
boarding students. Kahane (1988) believes that boarding schools provide opportunities for students 
to experience roles and rules, thereby promoting the all-round development of students. 

One of the character education concepts found in this research is that students learn from 
inspirational figures. Students are given the opportunity to watch, listen and learn from the lives and 
inspirations of indigenous Papuan figures and famous world leaders. Similarly, Trafzer et al., (2006) 
found that Indian children living in boarding schools are increasingly enjoying and learning about 
moral values through public programmes, meaningful films, and publications. They use the lessons 
they learn at boarding school to contribute to the well-being of their families, communities, and tribes. 
The boarding school experience has changed the lives of thousands of Native American children. 
Boarding school life has a positive impact on the emotional development of students (Vicinus, 1984). 

Character education based on local cultural values implemented by the Taruna School in Papua, 
Indonesia, is the best solution for values and character education for students from inland tribes. 
Boarding schools train students to be competitive in the future and provide happiness to children 
from disadvantaged and poor families (Martin et al., 2021; Behaghel et al., 2017;Guo & Chen, 2023). 
Sekolah Taruna Papua provides good learning services not only with learning facilities, art, prayer, 
health, and sports services, but all students are given equal access rights in the whole educational 
process, both in schools and dormitories. This finding is relevant to Tomaševski (2001), who criticised 
the government for focusing only on the facility needs of boarding schools, but two aspects of rights-
based education are often overlooked, namely the acceptability of education and its adaptability to 
the perspectives of local stakeholders. This concept of character education criticises many boarding 
schools for prioritising business and economic interests; without paying attention to the value and 
character education needs of the students. This reality often leads to parents no longer sending their 
children to boarding schools (Guo & Chen, 2023). 

The results of this study also show that the extra-curricular programme is an interesting model 
of character education and is very popular with students (Figure 2). Extracurricular activities help to 
develop students' character in the areas of art, music, sport, and language skills. Sismanto (2023) 
states that one of the models of character development of students in schools is to integrate character 
values through extracurricular activities. The same is also emphasised by Dvali (2024b) that the 
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formation of students' personality and character is carried out through a holistic system unity 
between school learning activities and extracurricular activity programmes (Faizin, 2019). 

The results also show that Taruna Papua School provides character education for students 
through spiritual development. All students are required to pray together before and after activities. 
The boarding school provides counselling for students with personal problems. Each student takes 
turns leading worship, scripture reading and deep reflection in both ecumenical work and other 
spiritual activities. During the holidays, students engage in spiritual camping and tourism and share 
spiritual experiences among themselves. Some of these activities aim to develop students' character 
through spiritual development activities. Spirituality is an inherent aspect at every stage of human 
development and is an integral part of human life. Spiritual life is an essential part and defining 
character of human beings (Sagala, 2018). Hilmi et al., (2020) asserts that in boarding school life an 
adolescent can experience spiritual development through his or her increased interest in studying 
religion. Many boarders study religion as a source of emotional and intellectual stimulation. 

One of the advantages of boarding schools is that students' learning outcomes and academic 
skills improve. Students have regular and scheduled study time. Dormitory assistants supervise and 
guide them while they study in the study room. In fact, the study found that some indigenous Papuan 
children can quickly become fluent in English and participate in English speaking competitions at 
the district and national levels. The findings of this study are emphasized by Martin et al. (2014) that 
boarding students can receive more continuous professional education than students who do not live 
in dormitories. 

Conclusion 

Based on the interviews and textual analysis using the grounded theory approach, six theoretical 
core concepts of dormitory-based character education for rural and outermost students were 
identified. The six concepts are personal development, spiritual development, extracurricular 
activities, clean and healthy lifestyles, learning from inspirational figures, and academic 
development. The researcher also analysed the relationship between the six-character education 
models and divided them into two groups, namely internal and external character building. The 
results of the study provide insights for educators, schools, government, and other stakeholders on 
different forms of character education models in both schools and boarding settings. 

Due to time and cost constraints, external parties such as government, academics, cultural and 
ethical experts; and other stakeholders were not included in the sampling and respondents. However, 
the results of this study can be further developed in the form of quantitative research by testing the 
relationship between the variables found. There are also many studies which show that boarding 
schools have negative effects on the development of pupils, such as bullying, child sexual abuse, 
depression, anxiety, truancy and dropping out of school, and some children are still attached to their 
parents. Some of these problems in boarding schools can be used as topics for future research. 
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