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Abstract: Every country has a different philosophy of education, which in contemporary China 
manifests itself in ideological guidance at all levels and in all types of schools. China’s education 
has entered a new era, but ideological and political education is still needed in schools and colleges, 
and its core interest is to cultivate newcomers of the times who can take on the important task of 
national rejuvenation; in other words, the education sector has to ensure the sustainability of the 
cultivation of talents as well as the sustainability of socialist development. In this context, ideological 
and political education has initiated a triple spatial shift, i.e., from classroom space to cyberspace, 
from physical space to virtual space, and from campus space to social space. The triple spatial 
transfer has a profound historical logic, which is the inevitable process of the continuous 
development of ideological and political education itself, and the historical convergence of the 
Party’s proposition, people’s expectation and social development in this era. The requirements of 
the external situation, the needs of internal development, and the needs of the political task 
constitute the direct reality of the triple spatial transformation. The future direction of the spatial 
transformation of ideological and political education will be reflected in the intersection of subject 
and space, the collision of individuality and commonality, and the fusion of unity and diversity. 

Keywords: Spatial steering; embodied learning; virtual simulation teaching; newcomers of our 
time;philosophy of the body 

 

In the last few decades, every nation has tried to accelerate the modernization of education to 
adapt to the rapid changes of the times, resulting in a wide variety of educational philosophies [1]. 
China has also come up with a very national philosophy of education, which is influenced by 
traditional culture, but is more clearly reflected in the fact that the government sector dominates the 
content and form of education.Currently, the most distinctive place where the philosophy of 
education with Chinese characteristics is manifested is in ideological education, not only in 
ideological courses, but also in social behavior and family education. 

In China, ideological work is regarded as the lifeline of all work, which has been established 
since the time of Mao Zedong.In fact, it is a manifestation of the party commanding the gun [2]. 
Ideological and political education is always new, and each era has its own unique issues to answer; 
the 21st century is the era of information technology, and with the deep involvement of information 
technology in daily life, the acceleration of society has become more and more obvious, and the 
interaction between space and society has gradually given space the meaning of ideological and 
political education. New workplaces, living habits, ways of thinking, and social trends are constantly 
emerging, which put forward the requirements for ideological and political work to recognise and 
adapt to changes, so as to ensure the “presence” of Marxism. Ideological and political education in 
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the integration of resources, common extraction, automatic problem solving, assisted recall and other 
educational applications to actively embrace new technologies, both in response to the demands of 
the times, but also their own connotative development is inevitable. At present, ideological and 
political education in colleges and universities has started the integration development from 
classroom space to cyberspace, from physical space to virtual imitation space, and from campus space 
to social space. The triple spatial shift is not a complete rejection of the original teaching activities, 
but a self-abandonment to build multiple integration space, and ultimately to form the space 
community of educating people in the new era. 

Through sorting out China’s long-term educational work, we can find that the previous research 
on ideological and political education focuses on the time dimension, lacking the big vision of 
temporal and spatial integration, on the basis of understanding the dimension of time on the 
innovation of ideological and political education, supplemented by the interpretation of spatial 
theories, and then through the non-linear spatial thinking, spatial reshaping of ideological and 
political education [3], which is beneficial to the modernisation of ideological and political education. 
The threefold spatial shift of ideological and political education has a deep historical and practical 
logic, and it is only by clarifying the historical and practical reasons for its development process that 
the future progress of ideological and political education can be accurately foreseen. 

1. The Triple Turn in Civic Space 

The socio-spatial theory, which has received much attention internationally, breaks through the 
boundaries of physical space and also emphasizes the relationship between human beings and the 
external world [4]. In the 1970s of the last century, spatial research went from being invisible to being 
visible, gradually becoming a new driving force for the development of humanities and social 
sciences in the country, and was taken as a core element in the field of ideological and political 
education. On the one hand, the living space of human society has undergone drastic changes, and 
the previous explanatory paradigm cannot well answer the newly emerged problems; on the other 
hand, the social attributes of space and its reproduction, which in fact play a role for a long time, 
should not be ignored. Looking at the practice of ideological and political education, especially in 
colleges and universities, the attempt to move from classroom space to cyberspace, from physical 
space to virtual imitation space, and from campus space to social space is the most representative 
attempt to make a triple shift at present 

1.1. From Classroom Space to Cyberspace 

Flipped classroom teaching methods, online classroom teaching quality assessment, online 
classroom platform and a series of related contents of online classroom have been very mature in 
western education powerhouses, but they have gained attention late in China [5–7]. China’s 
education sector believes that the importance of ideological work has become more and more 
prominent in the strategy of governing the country in the new era, and that the overall ecology of 
ideological and political education in colleges and universities, in particular, has opened up to 
accelerated change against the backdrop of the great change that has not been seen in a century. As 
the main position and channel of ideological and political education, the classroom teaching mode, 
vitality and experience have shown significant features different from those of the past, namely, the 
teaching centre has moved from monocentric to binary interaction, the classroom pattern has moved 
from group silence to immersion and interaction, the learning effect has moved from knowledge 
poverty to in-depth learning, and the teaching evaluation has moved from a single test to a 
comprehensive assessment. The driving force behind this is that information technology empowers 
the teaching of ideological and political classes, breaking through the physical classroom space 
limitations of traditional teaching and opening up a new field of online ideological and political 
education space, which in turn brings about a series of innovations in cognitive concepts, teaching 
resources, implementation strategies and assessment methods. 

Classroom space is the basic carrier of ideological and political education, which cannot be 
absent, and classroom teaching is the basic method of ideological and political education, which 
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cannot be abandoned. As far as the classroom teaching method is concerned, “indoctrination is a 
necessary means to solidify the political nature of ideological and political classes, and enlightenment 
is an important way to enhance the effectiveness of ideological and political classes” [8], but 
classroom teaching, which has long been dominated by teachers’ lectures, has problems such as 
students’ lack of desire before class, silence in class, and amnesia after class, which are more obvious 
in the Internet era. This requires ideological and political educators to pay full attention to the 
network field, reasonably use network resources, change the teacher’s monocentric education mode, 
increase the affinity, attractiveness and infectivity of the ideological and political class, and mobilise 
students to be able to learn, willing to learn, and take the initiative to learn. 

In the official documents of the Chinese government, the importance of educationalisation has 
been emphasised many times, “the digitalisation of education is an important breakthrough for China 
to open up a new track of educational development and shape a new advantage in educational 
development”, and cyberspace has inevitably become one of the battlegrounds of ideological and 
political education. The rapid development of artificial intelligence technology has provided 
unprecedented convenience for the updating of teaching concepts, the innovation of teaching 
methods, the transformation of teaching discourse, the control of the teaching process, and the 
evaluation of teaching effects, as well as sufficient options for the transformation of social resources 
into educational resources. With the network orientation of ideological and political education and 
the gradual emergence of network ideological and political education research, the classroom of 
ideological and political education has also ushered in a practical transformation, which is mainly 
embodied in the use of network teaching platforms, the use of new forms of network resources, and 
the invocation of multi-quality resources outside the classroom. 

Web-based teaching platforms include the National Education Public Service Platform and 
China Education Online under the State’s authority, and Super Star Pan-Asia, Rain Class and China 
University MOOC developed by enterprises to serve the education and research sector, as well as 
school-based teaching systems and curriculum centres. New-format online resources refer to 
dynamic information such as audio-visual, software, and games in addition to traditional electronic 
newspapers and pictures, such as the online exhibition hall of the First National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China and Adobe Illustrator drawings. Multi-quality resources outside the 
classroom promote the practical combination of ideological and political theory courses, not limited 
to virtual simulation teaching equipment, online creative short video platform, red history exhibition 
hall, social practice teaching base, etc.. The three constitute a complete chain of ideological and 
political education networked closed loop, forming a new nurturing synergy, which has become the 
most distinctive feature and the most significant advantage of ideological and political education 
work in the new era. 

In terms of the first classroom nurturing activities, the degree of network immersion in 
ideological and political education also varies, which in turn has led to the formation of three basic 
forms: offline courses using online resources, mixed online and offline courses, and online courses. 
No matter which form of classroom teaching, it proves that the expansion of teaching space from 
physical to network is the inevitable development trend of future education. The expansion of 
cyberspace effectively extends learning time and increases knowledge reproduction, makes 
independent learning and quality assessment more convenient, transforms the dual relationship 
between teachers and students into a two-dimensional teacher-student co-governance, and makes 
the cultivation of people in the Civic and Political Programmes move from one-way transmission to 
in-depth learning. 

On China’s largest research search platform, 59,843 records of publications in journals can be 
found under the theme of “cyberspace”, the earliest of which was published in 1983. It is clear that 
Chinese scholars have been paying attention to this issue for a long time, but the peak of research is 
in 2020, with a total of 4016 records. 

Indeed, there is a lag in the general shift from theoretical research to practical behaviour. That 
is, the shift from the physical space of the classroom to the cyberspace of education in China did not 
generally begin until after 2020. The most important factor in this is the impact of the New Crown 
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epidemic, rather than the initiative of the Chinese educational community. Currently, the importance 
of cyberspace has been fully appreciated. 

1.2. From Physical Space to Imitation Space 

From the perspective of colleges and universities, not only focusing on the high-quality supply 
of teaching resources, ideological and political education also focuses on the learning process, of 
which the most representative trend is that colleges and universities have gradually established a 
virtual simulation teaching platform for Marxist theory. 

The application of virtual simulation space can be shown to be important and necessary from 
four perspectives: the management body, the teaching staff, the students of the university and the 
curriculum creation. 

From the perspective of the main body of management, the ideological and political virtual 
simulation space is the embodiment of the Party’s management of the ideological and political class, 
but also the supply side reform initiative. The construction of a strong educational country to 
implement the Party’s education policy, “to solve the fundamental problem of what people to train, 
how to train people, and for whom to train people”. Implementing the Party’s education policy 
means formulating education policies and carrying out education work in a complete, comprehensive 
and original manner in accordance with the Party’s lines and policies. The main body of management 
strengthens organisational leadership, conforms to the development trend of higher education, 
develops multimodal and intelligent interactive learning resources, designs new educational 
resources such as VR/AR, and organises a series of initiatives such as the research on the design of 
new virtual-reality fusion spaces, leading the Civics and Political Science class to continuously 
improve the level of soul-casting and nurturing in the midst of righteousness and innovation. 

From the perspective of the teaching staff, the Civics virtual simulation space is the innovation 
of teaching methods and the enhancement of comprehensive teaching ability. However, as the 
teacher’s competence training is a prerequisite for the development of virtual simulation teaching, 
most of the teachers in the classroom are relatively lagging behind in their ability to proactively adapt 
to the needs of teaching and learning [9]. Virtual simulation technology empowered Civics class, is 
bound to bring about changes in teaching mode, teaching vitality, its “three-dimensional teaching 
means, intensive teaching content and diversified teaching methods” to promote Civics class to the 
depth of teaching. Virtual simulation teaching corresponding teaching design, resource use, 
classroom interaction, assessment and evaluation, quantum entanglement type of overall change 
occurred. The new form of teaching and research activities, such as collective lesson preparation in 
the virtual teaching and research room, sharing of the same lesson model, collaborative assessment 
of a lesson by multiple subjects, and exchange of operating techniques of interactive virtual 
simulation systems, have transformed cutting-edge teaching concepts into a new quality of 
educational power, and have fostered a large number of Civics and Political Science teachers with 
excellent skills in nurturing people. 

From the perspective of college students, the Civics imitation space boosts the desire to learn 
through immersive experience and strengthens the learning effect through instant interaction. For a 
long time, the will to learn independently has not been obvious in the Civics programme, which is 
attributed to the fact that the “reasoning” approach and methodology cannot fully adapt to the 
students’ desire for a better Civics programme. Digital technology empowers the Civics and Political 
Science class, leading students to dialogue with Marx, Engels, Lenin, Mao Zedong and other great 
men across time and space, and deeply experience the historical scenes of the Red Army climbing the 
snowy mountains and crossing the grassy meadows, so that the students can fully feel the fun of the 
“experiential” and “immersive” classroom. The virtual imitation teaching fully demonstrates the 
students’ classroom subjectivity and initiative, and achieves the purpose of establishing morality, 
enlightening the heart and embellishing the intellect. 

From the perspective of curriculum construction, the Civics virtual imitation space has 
revitalised teaching resources and led teaching reform and innovation. The virtual imitation space 
provides brand-new human resources, especially promotes the two-way integration of the Civics 
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programme and curriculum Civics, and becomes a powerful lever for the supply-side reform of the 
Civics course. In the course construction, although the value orientation is casting soul and educating 
people, but the universities play the disciplinary advantages, in the method path, element 
configuration, course linkage and other aspects of the differentiation of competition, customized 
version of the catechism, personalized venues, sense of presence advantage, and a series of new 
features, to boost the connotative development of civic and political courses. 

1.3. From Campus Space to Social Space 

The national leaders’ directive to make good use of social resources has quickly become the 
highest guideline for curriculum development in colleges and universities.Because of the relative 
closed nature of colleges and universities, and the imbalance of social resources, resulting in 
inequality in education, the integration of social resources into higher education is conducive to 
mitigating this phenomenon, but in the more socially resource-rich developed cities has further 
widened this inequality [10]. Classroom teaching is still the main position of ideological and political 
education, and campus space is still the main field of student activities. But the new era of ideological 
and political education is not satisfied with the expansion of space within the scope of the local 
campus, because ideological and political education is essentially a practical activity, the road can not 
sit on the theory, only the combination of theoretical teaching and practical training, in order to truly 
shape the new man of the times who can take on the heavy responsibility of national rejuvenation. 

The current curriculum of ideological and political theory courses in colleges and universities 
still follows the basic requirements of the “05 Programme”, which suggests that “all courses of 
ideological and political theory courses in colleges and universities should strengthen the practical 
aspects”, and the specific credit hours are arranged by colleges and universities according to their 
own actual situation.2018 The Ministry of Education on the issuance of the “Basic Requirements for 
Teaching Ideological and Political Theory Courses in Colleges and Universities in the New Era”, “2 
credits are set aside from the existing credits of undergraduate ideological and political theory 
courses, 1 credit is set aside from the existing credits of specialist ideological and political theory 
courses, and practical teaching of ideological and political theory courses in the specialties is carried 
out”. The Ministry of Education’s notice on the issuance of the “Basic Requirements for Teaching 
Ideological and Political Theory Courses in Colleges and Universities in the New Era” fixes practical 
teaching in a top-level design. 

However, the landing of the policy embodied in the talent cultivation programme and the 
schedule of lecture process is still not detached from classroom teaching. As an effective grip on the 
high-quality development of the ideological and political theory course, the practical teaching link 
has become the weakest link in the implementation process. Every ideological and political theory 
course requires students to report on the course in groups, and it has even become a cause of students’ 
dislike of the ideological and political theory course, which is still attributed to the multiple 
imbalances in teaching philosophy, design, organisation, form, evaluation, funding, etc., and a lack 
of true understanding of the spirit of the Ministry of Education’s documents and policies. With the 
increase in the frequency of social resources on campus, students are also demanding new initiatives 
for the practice of a better ideological and political class, and colleges and universities have begun to 
take the initiative to seek change, actively expanding campus activities, school-enterprise linkage, 
and school-pavilion interaction. This change has directly contributed to the ideological and political 
education breaking through the campus space, embracing the social space, and beginning to use 
social forces to help ideological and political work. 

The first notable change is the integration of schools, universities, primary and secondary 
schools and children, as well as the integration of undergraduates and graduates. Fully implement 
the Party’s education policy, rooted in China’s land to run education, based on China’s national 
conditions to run education, adhere to China’s road to run education, the most important of which is 
to adhere to the guiding position of Marxism unshakeable. “Education is something that seeps into 
the blood and penetrates into the soul, and it must be started at an early age, from kindergarten”, and 
should be extended to lifelong education. The undergraduate stage, as an important node to carry on 

Preprints.org (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 6 August 2024                   doi:10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1


 6 

 

the next, it is both the test and extension of the ideological leadership results of basic education, and 
the ideological development of postgraduate education to guide and stipulate, so the educational, 
academic, and goal-oriented ideological and political work in the undergraduate stage has become a 
topic of the greatest concern to the academic community. Many useful attempts have been made on 
how to break the fracture and jumping of ideological and political education between academic 
segments and truly realise the seamless connection between thought leadership and value leadership. 

The second notable change is the construction of “big ideology and politics courses”. General 
Secretary Xi Jinping first put forward the concept of “big ideology and politics class” in 2021, pointing 
out that “ideology and politics classes should not only be taught in the classroom, but also in social 
life”, and combined with the vivid struggles of hundreds of millions of Chinese people. The Ministry 
of Education subsequently issued the “Work Programme for Comprehensively Promoting the 
Construction of “Great Civic and Political Science Classes”“, with the concepts of “big vision”, “big 
time and space”, “big resources” and “big system”. More macroscopic initiatives such as “big vision”, 
“big time and space”, “big resources” and “big system” have become the trend of ideological and 
political education reform. The results of the reform are highlighted by the shift from linear teaching 
to three-dimensional and dynamic teaching, more diversified and structured evaluation of effects, 
and the overall strengthening of the progression of parenting content, the orientation of parenting 
goals, and the synergy of parenting departments. In particular, the proportion of experiential 
teaching activities in the curriculum has increased, and students’ sense of participation in and 
acquisition of learning has been significantly enhanced compared with the past, indicating that the 
attractiveness, persuasiveness and affinity of the construction of the Civic and Political Science 
Course have achieved practical results. 

Red activities and competitions are the third significant change. Unlike the first two, the 
protagonists of red activities and competitions are students rather than teachers, and the instructors 
of the activities and competitions are not necessarily teachers of Civics and Politics, but rather 
students make two-way choices, take the initiative to display and self-express themselves on the basis 
of their interests and abilities. Red activities, such as the Open Class for Civic and Political Science 
Classes for College Students in Colleges and Universities sponsored by the Steering Committee of 
Civic and Political Science Teaching in Colleges and Universities under the Ministry of Education, 
and the “General Secretary Xi Jinping and College Students Together” Learning and Sharing Activity; 
competitions, such as the “Internet+” College Students Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Competition Competitions such as the “Internet+” Innovation and Entrepreneurship Competition for 
College Students, the “Youth Red Dream-Building Journey”, and the “Writing Youthful Chapters on 
the Motherland” network theme activities have greatly mobilised students’ enthusiasm for patriotism 
and sense of national pride, and enhanced their spirit of innovation and practical ability through 
practical participation. Practical activities led by the aspirations of young students provide students 
with the freedom of choice unmatched by classroom teaching, guide students to learn about China 
through personal participation, and shape a team of believers, active disseminators and exemplary 
practitioners of Marxist theory, who truly learn, believe and use the theory in a real way. 

Change is the hallmark of sustainability, and sustainability can only be guaranteed by change 
that is in keeping with the times. This triple spatial transformation can be seen as a microcosm of the 
direction of education in China today. The triple spatial turn constitutes the contemporary pattern of 
ideological and political education, and is also the basic basis for the optimisation of the ideological 
and political space. The formation of the triple space of ideological and political education does not 
mean that the turn has been completed, and only by fully respecting history and reality can we 
promote the further development of ideological and political space. 

2. The Historical Logic of the Spatial Turn in Civic Education 

The purpose of exploring the historical logic is to explain the reasons for the spatial turn of the 
concept of education with Chinese characteristics in contemporary times, in which the factor that 
cannot be ignored or plays a decisive role is the leadership of the Communist Party of China . The 
education sector, wanting to maintain the sustainability of education, has adopted the approach of 
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absolute ideological mastery. Historically, the CPC has attached great importance to ideological and 
political work and has made it the “lifeline of all work”. Ideological and political work is also the 
CPC’s winning strategy to gather people’s hearts and minds, the political overcoming of difficulties, 
and the true embodiment of adhering to the Party’s overall leadership of the educational cause. The 
triple spatial transformation of ideological and political education is the inevitable process of the 
continuous development of ideological and political education itself, and the historic convergence of 
the Party’s proposition, people’s expectations and social development in this era. 

2.1. Generativity: Focus on Ideological and Political Education 

Grasping education from the ideological point of view and using this tool as a distinctive symbol 
is the most striking difference between Chinese education and that of the rest of the world.Marxism 
is the guiding ideology of the Communist Party of China (CPC), which is closely related to the fate 
of China’s recent history. Chinese leaders believe that Marxism is not a dogma, and that it is necessary 
to realize the combination with the concrete reality of China and with the excellent traditional 
Chinese culture in order to truly give full play to the great energy of the ideology. As the theoretical 
root of the CPC’s “ability” and the “goodness” of socialism with Chinese special characteristics, the 
classic Marxist writers disclosed the nature of the ideology of class society from the viewpoint of the 
unity of opposites and revealed various contradictory relationships in the field of ideology through 
in-depth analyses of the relationship between the productive forces and the relations of production, 
and between the economic base and the superstructure. Through in-depth analyses of the 
contradictory relationships between the productive forces and the relations of production, and 
between the economic base and the superstructure, they have revealed that all kinds of spiritual ties 
and willful entanglements in the ideological sphere are essentially conflicts of economic interests. 

Ideological and political work is fundamentally human work. Marxism breaks through the 
theoretical framework of “abstract man” of the old philosophy, takes practice as a bridge, and puts 
forward that “it is not people’s consciousness that determines their existence; on the contrary, it is 
people’s social existence that determines their consciousness! On the contrary, it is people’s social 
existence that determines people’s consciousness.”Marxist philosophy, the highest pinnacle of 
German philosophy, has not only realized the materialism of the view of history, but has also become 
the guiding principle for many peoples of the world in their quest for their own independence. After 
China experienced a semi-feudal and semi-colonial society, Marxism became the guiding ideology of 
national liberation, and Marxism was also regarded as the essence of the spirit of the times.This 
assertion has become the theoretical cornerstone of the materialist conception of history, and has also 
been used as the theoretical basis for ideological and political education to serve the “free and fully 
developed human being”. 

The task of proletarian ideological and political education, from the very beginning, has been to 
serve the real world, to serve the people living in the real world, and in the case of China, to rally the 
hearts and minds of the Chinese nation for its great rejuvenation. “As soon as the Communist Party 
of China was born, it established as its original mission the pursuit of happiness for the Chinese 
people and the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation”, and the CPC has trained its successor builders 
and successors with a consistent ideological conviction. At the very beginning of the founding of the 
Party, Mao Zedong put forward “the question of the ideological leadership of the proletariat is a very 
important question” [11], innovatively opened up a new line of ideological construction of the Party, 
and made it “the central link in uniting the whole Party in the great political struggle”. Since the 
Gutian Conference, the CPC has strictly enrolled members of the Party and has been carrying out 
ideological education within the Party for a long time, endeavouring to make the theory grasp the 
masses and then transform it into material power, and to make ideological and political education 
penetrate into all the Party’s undertakings. 

Since the 18th National Congress, the theoretical community has consciously made the 
cultivation of moral integrity the core task of the study of ideological and political education, and in 
particular, the introduction of the concept of “big ideological and political class” has accelerated the 
highlighting of the spatial shift in ideological and political education. Ideological and political lessons 
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are not only taught in the classroom, but should also be integrated into daily life, because the essence 
of the ideological and political lessons is to reason, and the real reason must stand the test of practice, 
and the real reason will be transformed into a powerful material force once the masses grasp it. 
Reasoning that is divorced from daily life is bound to have no vitality. To reason in daily life, it is 
necessary to organically combine the small classroom of ideology and politics with the big classroom 
of society, and to make full use of social resources and social forces to promote the ideological and 
political education work and all kinds of courses and all kinds of activities to form the synergy of 
educating people. 

At the National Education Conference, the requirement of “six efforts” was clearly put forward, 
proposing that ideological and political education work should clarify the fundamental question of 
“what kind of people to train”, “how to train people” and “for whom to train people”. The 
fundamental question is “for whom to train people”. This is not only the summary of the experience 
of the Communist Party of China in ideological and political education over the past 100 years, but 
also a fundamental guideline for the work of ideological and political education in the new era, and 
a powerful proof of the importance attached by the CPC Central Committee to ideological and 
political education.All this can show that the generative nature of education in China follows a certain 
track, that is, the unified planning by the central administration. 

2.2. Adversarial: Proactively Guarding the Right and Innovating 

Ideological and political education has had different specific goals, guidelines and policies, 
content and methods, curriculum systems and management systems in different historical periods. 
Looking back at the history of the ideological and political education work of the Communist Party 
of China over the past century, it is precisely the history of the theory and practice of observing the 
right and innovating, and the history of the initiative to open up the space for turning in response to 
the development of the times. 

From the founding of the CPC to the establishment of New China, the main task of this period 
was “to be able to unite true friends to attack true enemies”, and the ideological work was highlighted 
by the dissemination of Marxism, and the training of revolutionary talents with firm political beliefs 
in the anti-imperialist and anti-feudalist struggle. In terms of training policy, through the founding 
of various forms of training institutions such as the Whampoa Military School, the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ School, and party training courses, Marxism and the theory of the Red Regime were 
propagated around the revolutionary struggle, and were characterised by an outstanding 
combativeness. 

From the founding of New China to the eve of reform and opening up, ideological and political 
education underwent a tortuous development from the purging of old ideas and the cultivation of 
red and professional labourers to the “class struggle as a programme”. The content of education 
mainly emphasised the Marxist worldview and instilled the concept of service to the people, and then 
shifted to “continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat”, and the method of 
education changed from “solidarity-criticism-solidarity” to “big-character posters and big debates”, 
and finally to “big debates”, The method of education also shifted from “unity-criticism-unity” to 
“big-character posters and big debates”, and was eventually clarified by the “big discussion on the 
standard of truth”, which put it back on the right track. 

From the reform and opening up to the 18th National Congress, in opposing the bourgeois 
liberalisation trend, cultivating “builders and successors” with strong ideals and beliefs has become 
the main goal. Education must serve socialist modernisation, be combined with productive labour, 
and train builders and successors to the socialist cause who are all-rounded in morality, intelligence 
and physical fitness”, and then successively put forward the tasks of building a common socialist 
ideal and socialist spiritual civilisation. Ideological and political education in this period restored the 
fine tradition of Marxist ideological education, while focusing on the democratic, guiding and 
encouraging nature of the educational process. 

Since the 18th CPC National Congress, General Secretary Xi Jinping has put forward a series of 
new assertions on the new situation, new problems and new tasks facing ideological and political 
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education, pointing out the logic of doing good ideological and political work in the new era. The 
Party and the State have elevated ideological and political education to the height of governance, put 
forward that “ideological and political theory courses are the key courses for the implementation of 
establishing morality and educating people”, and promoted the ideological and political courses and 
courses on ideological and political education in the same direction to do a good job of “big 
ideological and political courses”. Accordingly, the goal of ideological and political education has 
been elevated to the height of “cultivating new men of the times who will take up the great 
responsibility of national rejuvenation”, guiding students to strengthen the “four confidence” and 
“four consciousness”, and to devote themselves to the new journey of the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation. 

2.3. Nationality: Embodying Chinese Characteristics 

Ideological and political education is not about mechanically inculcating Marxist theory, but 
about reasoning and persuading and mastering people with thorough reasoning. Ideological and 
political education must, above all, be subject to the general laws of higher education, such as that 
the political and economic system determines educational leadership and that higher education must 
be adapted to the level of physical and mental development of the recipients. At the same time, the 
development of higher education, like the general law of world historical development, “not only 
does it not exclude in any way the individual stages of development in the form or order of the 
development of the particularity, but on the contrary, it is a prerequisite for this,” in other words, 
each country, each nation, each period of higher education has its own unique features.The Chinese 
nation has always attached great importance to national sentiment, emphasised national unity, 
advocated the unity of heaven and man, and advocated introspection and self-discipline, which also 
constitutes the basis for ideological and political education in modern universities with Chinese 
characteristics. 

In terms of the construction of universities themselves, General Secretary Xi Jinping emphasised 
during his visit to Peking University that “to run a good Chinese university must have Chinese 
characteristics ...... to seriously absorb the world’s advanced experience in running and governing 
schools, and to run a university rooted in the Chinese soil”.  

In his speech at the National University of Education, General Secretary Xi Jinping put forward, 
from the height of the development of the Party and the national cause, the requirement of “nine 
adherence” to the practice of higher education, in which “Party leadership” is at the top of the list, 
which fully proves the importance of the Party’s leadership of the cause of education. 

State leaders have given important instructions on the construction of school ideological and 
political courses, stressing that the Party Central Committee has always insisted on placing the 
construction of school ideological and political courses in an important position in educational work, 
and that ideological and political education in the new era should be “based on the world-beating 
achievements of socialism with Chinese characteristics as the support for the content, and based on 
the strength of the excellent traditional Chinese culture, revolutionary culture and advanced socialist 
culture as the foundation. “ and tell the true Chinese story. In terms of the content of education, in 
addition to the basic principles of Marxism, it is also necessary to teach the theoretical results of 
combining Marxism with Chinese reality and with the excellent traditional Chinese culture, and even 
more importantly, the powerful vitality of Marxism that has burst forth in China’s vivid practice. 

From the perspective of nurturing, the implicit introversion of Chinese students also determines 
that ideological and political education work is based on caring and guidance. Unlike capitalism, 
which always adopts hidden values education, “all propaganda work carried out by our party should 
be vivid, distinctive, sharp, and not swallowed”, and the Chinese communists have never stood for 
the proletariat with a clear banner. The road to modernisation of ideological and political education 
in the new era is to pay more attention to serving the national strategy in terms of educational goals, 
more attention to the Chinese style of education, and more attention to the practical transformation 
of the educational method, “to form practical forms of production practice, life practice, parenting 
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practice, governance practice, virtual practice, etc., adapted to the needs of modernisation”, and to 
let the the majority of young people to write Chinese chapters on the Chinese soil. 

Ideological education exists at all times and in all places, either implicitly or explicitly. It has also 
been proved that ideological education can transform the next generation’s beliefs about the world, 
thus further solidifying national unity [12–14]. It can be said that ideological and political education 
has had a Chinese character from the very beginning, for seeking truth from facts is the core of the 
ideological line of the CPC, and ideological and political education in any period is based on the 
historical conditions of the Party’s history, and “never on the ideas or principles invented or 
discovered by this or that world reformer”. Marxists take Marxism as the starting point, not the end 
point, of the study of the world, so ideological and political education must be Chineseised Marxism 
with a distinct Chinese national identity. 

3. The Realistic Logic of the Spatial Turn in Civic Education 

Realistic logic differs from theoretical logic in that realistic logic can show that the application of 
a theory has achieved practical results and is realistic evidence of the continuing vitality of the 
approach.Ideological and political education, like any other historical activity, changes with the 
development of human production, life and ways of thinking. As an activity serving “real people”, 
ideological and political education must be concerned with reality, following the logic of historical 
development and obeying the changing themes of the times. The requirements of the external 
situation, the demands of internal development, and the needs of the political mission all constitute 
the direct reality of the triple shift in ideological and political education. 

3.1. Requirements of the Unprecedented Changes 

The world is undergoing a major change unprecedented in a century. Emerging powers 
represented by China are accelerating their approach to the centre of the world stage, and the material 
foundation of the “centrality of Western civilization” is gradually being shaken. According to data 
released by the National Bureau of Statistics, China will be the top driver of world economic growth 
from 2013 to 2021, contributing an average of 38.6 per cent to world economic growth, compared with 
the 25.7 per cent average contribution rate of the G7 countries, and will remain the largest driver of 
global economic growth during this period [15]. China has proved in practice its commitment to 
world peace, its ability to provide strong support for world development, and the truth of the idea of 
a “community of human destiny”. 

However, the growing competition among the major powers in the context of the great changes, 
the rise of populist sentiments, and the acceleration of international divisions as a result of anti-
globalisation have also had a profound impact on the ideological sphere [16,17]. China’s rapid rise 
has caused some Western capitalist countries, led by the United States, to pursue and intercept it, and 
the maintenance of national security in the ideological field is facing a completely new situation. 
From a broad historical perspective, the rise of the global power pattern in the east and the fall of the 
west are unstoppable, which in turn triggers the competition for the right of international discourse 
and the world’s rules. The old Western powers, like Germany criticised by Marx in the Introduction 
to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law, do not realise that they are the “open completion of the 
old system” and the “hidden defects of the modern state”, but instead still believe in On the contrary, 
it believed in “its own rationality” and took all sorts of deterrent measures to suppress the formation 
of the new order, in an attempt to continue to maintain the old order in which “the East is subordinate 
to the West”. 

Against the backdrop of great changes, it is all the more important to strengthen ideological 
leadership, take reasonable measures to defuse all kinds of risks, and guide students to strengthen 
the four self-confidence. “If we do not recognise change, respond to change and seek change, we may 
fall into strategic passivity, miss development opportunities, and even miss an entire era”, the 
Chinese Communist Party carries forward the spirit of historical initiative, looks at the great changes 
with a dialectical perspective, looks for new opportunities in the crisis, and “takes the great changes 
that the world has not seen in a hundred years The Chinese Communist Party has taken the great 
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changes that have not been seen in the world for a century as a completely new situation and an 
important variable in ideological risk prevention, and has promoted ideological and political work 
to win the initiative in the complex pattern of struggle. 

The CPC Central Committee has made a series of important deployments around ideological 
and political education, rationally looking at the external situation and its own advantages, and 
enhancing the political and ideological strength of ideological and political workers and young 
students. Beginning with the implementation of the status of key courses in ideological and political 
education, the Party Central Committee has strengthened the supply of resources for educating 
people, promoted the construction of teachers for ideological and political education, strictly 
managed the whole process of teaching, and created an integrated ecology for educating people. 
Since the 18th National Congress, from top-level design to grass-roots implementation, remarkable 
results have been achieved in many areas, including institutional documents, leadership teams, 
discipline construction, teaching materials, teaching methods, classroom vitality, and social impact, 
and the environment for the development of the Civic and Political Science Programme and the 
overall ecology have undergone a global and fundamental transformation. This series of 
achievements is the result of the CPC Central Committee’s initiative to lead the vast number of 
ideological and political workers in their endeavours, as well as a powerful response to the external 
environment. 

3.2. The Demand for Connotative Development of Civic and Political Education 

Ideological education as a separate discipline is not an international practice, and developed 
countries place more emphasis on mainstream or universal values [18,19]. External factors work 
through internal factors, and the development of ideological and political education itself is even 
more decisive. It has been 40 years since the first batch of students was recruited in 1984 by way of 
on-campus selection for the major of ideological and political education. From 1984 to 2005, 
ideological and political education began to develop slowly relying on other disciplines, and 
achieved a series of results mainly in the cultivation of talents for bachelor’s and master’s degrees, 
the compilation of teaching materials and the publication of academic works, the establishment of 
academic societies and professional journals, and the expansion of branches of research disciplines, 
etc. Since 2006, ideological and political education has entered into the stage of relatively independent 
development, and ideological and political education, as a secondary discipline set up in the field of 
Marxist Ideological and political education has entered a relatively independent development stage 
since 2006, and as a secondary discipline of Marxism, ideological and political education has 
gradually become systematic in terms of its own disciplinary positioning, conceptual scope, research 
object, research methodology and discourse system. 

The course of these 40 years, although the direction of the development of the discipline is 
dominated by the education sector, but as an independent discipline, it still has its own internal 
regularity, which can not be changed arbitrarily through human factors [20]. Looking back over the 
course of 40 years, ideological and political education has gone through the development from 
disciplining to modernisation, which follows the general laws of educational disciplines as well as its 
own laws of development. Especially as a discipline formed since the reform and opening up, with 
distinctive Chinese characteristics and political standpoint, ideological and political education “was 
formed in a short time by the state using the administrative system ....... The degree of specialisation 
and academic accumulation still needs to be developed”, and it is particularly important to speed up 
the construction of its own connotation in the new era. The new era is particularly important to 
accelerate its own connotation construction. 

The connotative development of ideological and political education must be based on the issues 
of the times, taking the vivid practice of the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics as the 
source of living water, and answering the questions of the world, history and the people. The report 
of the 20th CPC National Congress pointed out that “the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will 
be comprehensively promoted by Chinese-style modernisation”, and ideological and political 
education is committed to shaping its own modernisation form, which also provides an internal basis 
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for the triple spatial shift of ideological and political education. Ideological and political education 
can only maintain its own rationality if it can keep the vitality of educating people and the 
development paradigm continues to evolve. In recent years, “the paradigm of higher-order 
developmental ideological and political education has become the proper pattern, the completion of 
a high-quality ideological and political education system has become the core indicator, and it has 
become a universal consciousness to set up a great ambition, understand great virtues, become a 
great talent, and take on a great responsibility”. The effect of the connotative development of 
ideological and political education in the new era has been remarkable. 

In terms of academic construction, ideological and political education has moved from the 
periphery of China’s social sciences to a central position, steadily increasing its contribution to 
Chinese-style modernisation and becoming the most important component of socialist education 
with Chinese characteristics [21,22]. As for the practice of educating people, the systematic thinking 
of collaborative education has been significantly enhanced, the combination of big classroom and 
small classroom has become increasingly close, the integration of large, medium and small schools, 
and the exploration of the integration of bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees through the 
exploration of large, medium and small schools is an important task in the current period of time, 
and the digital empowerment has become a new point of academic growth. In terms of quality 
evaluation, unlike the concrete intuition of other disciplines, the effect of ideological and political 
education is abstract, long-term and complex, and a set of scientific and effective evaluation system 
has been formed by examining the “quality of moral education, quality of staff building and quality 
of school reform and development” and optimising the evaluation method. 

In general, after 40 years of development, ideological and political education has completed the 
exploration of the primary stage, accumulated a large number of useful experiences and practices, 
and is marching headlong towards a better ideology and politics that people expect. 

3.3. The Need to Educate People for the Party and the Country 

The function of education can be interpreted in different dimensions, whether for the individual, 
the collective or society, but it is undeniable that education is a collective activity with a certain 
purpose [23,24]. Ideological and political education has a distinct Marxist stance and an outstanding 
value-led function, the former embodied in taking the Party’s guiding ideology as a guide to action 
and speaking politics clearly; the latter embodied in grasping people with thorough theories to ensure 
that the cause of the Party and the country will be succeeded by successors. The “two combinations” 
is the fundamental method of theoretical innovation in ideological and political education; telling the 
great achievements of socialism with Chinese characteristics is the main content of ideological and 
political education; and nurturing talents for the Party and people for the country is the political 
mission of ideological and political education. It is precisely for this reason that ideological and 
political education is determined to have a strong sense of the times, a sense of responsibility and a 
sense of honour. 

At the level of theoretical innovation, “the extent to which theory is realised in a country always 
depends on the extent to which it meets the needs of that country”, and the existing theoretical system 
is not the completion of the search for truth, but rather the point of departure for the study of the 
existing world. Any theoretical classics that have survived the test of time and have been handed 
down to the present day are the two-way journey of “thought strives to become reality” and “reality 
strives to tend to thought”, injecting new vitality into themselves in the cycle of practice and theory. 
The new era needs ideas and theories, and is surely capable of generating them, and it is in this 
context that contemporary Chinese Marxism and 21st-century Marxism have arisen. Ideological and 
political education follows the same norms, and in recent years the core topics of academic research 
have ranged from process theory, environmental theory, carrier theory, methodology, and work 
theory to theme theory, discourse theory, concept theory, coherence theory, and space theory, 
comprehensively extending the depth and breadth of the discipline. 

At the level of educational content, the rationality of the content is the basic prerequisite for the 
realisation of its educative effect, and rationality is manifested in the unity of truth and value. Truth 
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is the conformity between subjectivity and objectivity, and a doctrine can only be convincing if it is 
verified as scientific and correct at the factual level, so that people in their daily lives realise that “this 
is true”. It is not enough that the constituent elements of the content are reasonable, but it is also 
necessary that the structure of the form is reasonable, the structure of ideological and political 
education is generated and evolved in a particular time and space, when with the transfer of time 
and space conditions and reorganisation, in order to show itself in the form of a complete self-
consistency. The rationality of the constituent elements of the content and the rationality of the 
structure establish the prerequisite for its own value. Value is the positive significance of the object 
for the subject, and the subject’s needs determine the value of the object and provide a strong impetus 
for the development of the object. The content of ideological and political education should help the 
subject to meet the needs of the present and lead the subject to aspire to a better life in the future, 
which is what the Party and the country really need [25]. 

At the level of talent cultivation, the fact that China is a socialist country and adheres to the 
leadership of the Communist Party of China “dictates that our education must take the cultivation of 
socialist builders and successors as its fundamental task”, and that the direction and goals of 
ideological and political education must not be deviated from. The great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation, which has entered an irreversible historical process, needs newcomers of the times with 
strong ideals and beliefs who are capable of assuming the great responsibilities of history, so as to 
ensure that there will be successors to the Party’s cause and the construction of a strong socialist 
modernised country. Nurturing people for the Party and the country is the strategic positioning of 
the Party and the country for ideological and political education, a profound grasp of the laws of the 
ideological and political education cause, a profound reflection on the general trend of historical 
development, and a guide to action for a strong education in the new era. 

Achieving the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and realising the second hundred-year 
goal is the task entrusted by history to the Chinese Communists, which is an arduous and glorious 
task, and which directly illustrates the extreme importance of ideological and political education, i.e., 
it is the vocation of ideological and political education to nurture talents for the Party and to educate 
people for the country. 

4. Prediction of the Way Forward for the Civic Space 

Ideological and political education has grasped the revolution in thinking and practice set off by 
the spatial shift, and has played an active role in cultural shaping, precise parenting, personality 
teaching and life narrative. The effect of the triple shift has been remarkable, as the teaching concept 
has changed from monocentric to dualistic interaction, the teaching mode has changed from filling 
to leading, the classroom atmosphere has changed from silence to activity, the teaching assessment 
has changed from end-of-term test to the whole process, and the teaching effect has changed from 
group poverty to self-confidence and self-improvement, and the spatial ecology of ideological and 
political education has undergone a fundamental transformation.Through the spatial transformation 
of ideological education with Chinese characteristics, it is possible to predict the future spatial shape 
of education in a certain period of time in the future, along the current direction of education. 

4.1. The Body Meets Space 

The education sector has started a space revolution from the perspective of environmental 
reengineering [26]. Through the optimisation of learning spaces, such as the construction of 
immersive libraries, integrated learning stations and healing sports grounds, a campus scene where 
learning can take place everywhere has been formed, with a view to enhancing students’ willingness 
to take the initiative to learn and their learning efficiency. Practice has proved that optimising spatial 
ecology is beneficial to mobilising students’ interest in learning, which implicitly reveals that the 
interaction between body and space will become an inevitable trend in the future development of 
education. Alternatively, before the importance of the body-subject in learning was clearly realised, 
the educational community had already gained a great deal of perceptual experience of body-turning. 
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The importance of space seems to be recognised. However, relying on spatial steering alone is 
not enough; how to use space to empower ideological and political education is a topic that deserves 
more attention. From the perspective of spatial ontology, the ideological and political curriculum is 
viewed as a learning opportunity, a value leader and an ensemble of resources, but there is still a lack 
of emotional willingness to take the initiative in the learning experience of the educated, which is 
fundamentally due to the subject-object duality in the teaching and learning process. Space has 
become a feasible choice to solve this problem, that is, to make the curriculum a space for 
experiencing scenes, to realise the encounter between the body and the space, so that the educated 
can experience life, understand the truths, firm up their beliefs, and guide their actions in this learning 
experience scene [27]. 

Scene-setting can achieve a shift from passivity to activism on the part of the educated person, 
but scene-setting is not arbitrary. The most effective way to achieve theoretical persuasion and to 
construct a special emotional experience in the subject’s life by reasoning in a scene is to provide 
direct experience, i.e., the body as a participant in the scene. “The body has been wandering 
repeatedly in the grey zone woven for it by the soul and consciousness on the way to knowledge”, 
reviewing the magnificent appearance of the body in various disciplines, one will moreover find the 
body’s previous despondency and disappointment because the body should have been the most 
valued factor, but the conceptual importance has not been The body should have been the most 
valued factor, but the conceptual importance has not been fully reflected in the actual educational 
activities. 

The participation of the body will inevitably reshape the shape of the curriculum and 
reconfigure the boundaries of the learning space [28]. Firstly, there is a shift in the outlook on 
curriculum and teaching, with ideological and political education moving from being programmed 
and preformed to being embodied and generated. The goal of ideological and political education is 
established, but also in the impact of the waves of the times continue to reshape themselves, so the 
development of the curriculum should also reflect the characteristics of the times. The teaching and 
learning of ideological and political education respects the real individual as a social entity, stresses 
the physical and mental unity of the educated, and builds the ideological and political education 
course into a generative course from the cognitive level and real experience of the educated to help 
the educated achieve free and comprehensive development. The learning mode of the educated 
naturally shifts from disembodiment to embodiment. At the same time, breaking the programming 
not only means recognising the subjectivity of the educated, but also implies that the educator is a 
guiding role rather than a dictatorial role, and grows together in the two-way interaction of the dual 
subject [29]. 

The second is the transformation of external learning space shaping and educational tools. The 
transformation of classrooms, libraries, study rooms, dining halls, dormitories and other learning and 
living scenarios greatly enhances the convenience of knowledge dissemination and value leadership, 
such as the library’s virtual study room and virtual companion not only satisfy the physical space to 
shape the learning atmosphere, but also satisfy the learner’s desire for empathetic relationships [30]. 
Tool changes such as upgrading the smart classroom to a holographic classroom, vision pro and other 
wearable devices to match the virtual simulation project, help ideological and political education 
work in the era of spatial computing to keep the right and innovation. 

4.2. Individuality and Commonality Collide 

The development paradigm of ideological and political education is changing towards 
technological transformation and modelling, and technology-enabled ideological and political 
education has become a new focus of attention. Among them, the most dazzling research and practice 
trend is precision ideological and political education [31]. The research perspectives of precision 
ideology and politics include the supply side, threshold theory analysis, students’ portrait, demand 
picture, platform construction, etc. The core issue running through it is the question of how to fit the 
nurturing space with individual subjects, i.e., the formulation of precise programmes. 
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Ideological and political education should first follow the general law of educational activities 
and solve the common problems of ideological and political education, and then it can take into 
account the differences of regional ethnicity, disciplinary orientation, interests and hobbies, so as to 
achieve accurate ideological and political education [32]. The common problems faced by ideological 
and political education include political attributes, curriculum positioning, resource construction, 
teachers, teaching methods, and effect of educating people. These common problems define the 
boundaries of action and the direction for ideological and political education activities, and must be 
solved by all the main body of educating people. 

In general, ideological and political education should play the functions of party governance, 
national governance and mastery of the masses, and the undertones of the educational space must be 
political attributes. To complete this serious political task, it is necessary to plan the mutual coupling 
between the various elements of the educating process with systematic thinking, and to form the 
educating synergy of the main body of education in the same direction and with the same 
counterparts, so as to help the educated to really learn and really understand and really believe and 
really use. One of the most central aspects of the ideological and political education, high target 
positioning to other elements of education put forward high requirements, the high level of resource 
construction, the high level of teachers, teaching methods, efficient, high-quality quality of the effect 
of educating people is indispensable. The barrel effect is formed between the elements, and the short 
board directly affects the degree of achievement of the overall goal of educating people, so the overall 
ecology of the educational space must ensure that there are no obvious weaknesses. 

On the basis of the overall construction of the educational space, each educational subject takes 
appropriate measures to form a space for ideological and political education with its own 
characteristics, which are externally embodied in precise ideological education. The main 
consideration of ideological and political education in the new era is not the supply of basic resources, 
but to promote the high-quality development of ideological and political education on this basis, and 
to achieve more practical effect of educating people, so precision ideology is an inevitable trend at 
this level. Precision ideology focuses on the specific problems in the real life of individuals, and with 
the support of big data algorithms, integrates educational resources to form a personalised 
ideological education programme, in order to promote the individual’s freedom and 
comprehensiveness in the process of their own development and social integration. 

Precise ideological and political education focuses on the spiritual needs of the educated, and as 
there are many differences in the needs of each individual, precise analysis and identification of needs 
become the prerequisite for all actions. Digitalisation can become the basis for scientific decision-
making, the guarantee of value realisation, the foundation for means innovation, and the wire for 
structural change, making it possible to promote the realisation of personalised ideological and 
political education based on a large amount of non-precise data analysis. Starting from the existing 
data and resources, with the help of computer simulation and digital algorithms, we can construct 
an in-depth portrait of the educated with a visual, three-dimensional, and holistic vision, and then 
form a personalised education programme. Digital capability is the key to the feasibility 
demonstration of the programme, which is based on the “core content of ideological and political 
education, the whole chain of data storage ...... through the construction of data models, 
demonstration of different situations, knowledge mapping,” etc., to comprehensively assess the 
operation of the various links of the precise ideological and political education. Possibilities. The fine 
degree of programme implementation reflects the cognitive level of the educational subject, while the 
effectiveness assessment and dynamic adjustment of the programme reflects the execution ability of 
the educational subject. Presenting the prevailing trend in the internal government of universities 
since the end of the last century, characterized by the strengthening of executive authorities in the 
central countries,the trend toward greater administrative power is conducive to unified action by 
colleges and universities and more efficient program operations [33]. 

Through the combination of big models and small data, Civic Education reshapes the perceptual 
environment and achieves a good interaction between individual needs and common development. 
The distinctive programmes formed by different nurturing subjects have in turn provided strong 
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support for the country to further promote the rapid development of accurate Civic and Political 
Education. 

4.3. Integration of Unity and Diversity 

As a member of a collective, any activity carried out by an individual is accomplished in the 
midst of multiple tensions and under the coercion of social waves. Ideological and political education 
has broken through the limitations of purely theoretical guidance in the classroom, realised the rapid 
expansion of space boundaries, and developed rapidly in the direction of the integration of large, 
medium and small, the integration of the university and master’s and doctoral programmes, and the 
direction of the “Great Ideological and Political Class”. This transformation is required by the times, 
the new era of ideological and political education must enhance the practical interpretation power, 
in order to solve the previous ideological and political education and social life continuity is not close 
enough and other problems. In particular, against the background of experiencing major socio-
political transformations, such as the realities of Hong Kong society, the education sector is called 
upon to respond immediately and quickly to explain the reasons for the rapid changes at the present 
time, and to educate students to be able to look at such phenomena in a correct manner [34]. However, 
no matter how it is transformed, colleges and universities are still the base of ideological and political 
education, because Chinese colleges and universities are socialist colleges and universities that are 
rooted in the land of China to cultivate human beings. 

On the basis of the university, the goal is to enhance integration with multiple subjects, with a 
view to improving the practicality, embodiment and empathy of ideological and political education. 
Colleges and universities are one body, and the multiple bodies are primary and secondary schools, 
enterprises and public welfare organisations, etc., so as to play a role in educating people through 
social participation [35]. But the use of social forces to consider the integration of the way and rational 
boundaries of the problem, “does not mean that the ‘holographic’, ‘dead-end’ to incorporate all the 
social elements to ignore the unnecessary risks that may be brought. In order to form a good 
parenting effectiveness, it is necessary for colleges and universities to fully consider the objectives, 
principles, and paths of integration of one and multiple. 

From the viewpoint of the goal of educating people, all integrated and diversified interactions 
should be guided by the core purpose of ideological and political education. In the new historical 
convergence period, the Chinese nation is moving from self-consciousness to great rejuvenation, and 
the Chinese dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is becoming a reality in the renewal 
of young people in the generation, the party and the country need to listen to the party, follow the 
party, and be able to take on the heavy responsibility of national rejuvenation, and be able to complete 
the two centuries of greatness of the young people of the times. The co-operation of multiple subjects 
is essentially to provide ideological and political education resources to support the Party and the 
country, and to contribute with the ideological and political education materials in its possession. 

From the viewpoint of construction principles, the strong leadership of the Party is the first and 
basic principle, while also insisting on openness, differentiation and future-oriented. Party leadership 
is the fundamental lifeblood of ideological and political work, which ensures that the work is stable 
and far-reaching, keeps the right and innovative, and goes right and does not deviate. Openness 
means opening the door to do ideology and politics, expanding the social coverage of the ideology 
and politics classroom, and optimising the educating team, educating carriers, teaching resources, 
and teaching evaluation with a holistic mindset. Differentiation is the ability of colleges and 
universities to base on their own actual needs and use social resources, and to carry out diverse 
cooperation with different degrees, timing and rhythm, so as to avoid the duplication of 
homogeneous resource construction. Future-oriented, that is, developmental, integration should not 
only focus on the current needs, but also take into account the fact that the young students being 
trained now are the backbone of achieving the second centennial goal, and the results of the 
cooperation should be able to play an effective role over a long period of time. 

From the perspective of the participation path, the multiple subjects can be divided into content-
producing, mechanism-building and technology-enabling types. As the name suggests, the content-
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producing type has rich resources or materials containing a large number of elements of ideological 
education, assisting colleges and universities to promote supply-side reforms, and jointly forming 
high-quality nurturing resources, such as the National Unity and Progress Pavilion and the former 
site of the Revolutionary Conference. Mechanism construction type is to accumulate certain 
experience in this field and form a systematic institutional mechanism, to assist colleges and 
universities to establish their own long-term working mechanism, this kind of main body can be the 
first to achieve the results of the construction of colleges and universities or management consulting 
organisations and so on. The technology-enabling type is to use modern information technology to 
promote the digitalisation of education, assist colleges and universities in transforming social 
resources into high-quality parenting resources, enhance the attractiveness, affinity, precision and 
interactivity of parenting work, and create a digital education ecosystem, such as the National 
Intelligent Education Public Service Platform and the Educational Pendant Big Model.Educational 
service enterprises have developed very mature, can provide a more detailed classification of 
business, and in the research and development and application of new technologies are often earlier 
than the universities, which is very favorable for colleges and universities to improve the quality of 
teaching [36]. 

No matter what type of subjects and in what form they participate in ideological and political 
work, it is all to adapt to the development needs of the new situation, all for the overall goal of 
establishing morality and educating people, and all for the purpose of realising the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation. The spatial shift of ideological and political education will inevitably promote 
a new round of changes in the ideological and political work, such as the nurturing scene, narrative 
mode, interactive platform, and the creation of an atmosphere, so as to co-ordinate all kinds of 
elements of change by systematic thinking and bring into full play the powerful force of the space of 
ideological and political education. 

5. Conclusions 

The following conclusion can be drawn from the above analysis: the Chinese educational 
community attaches full importance to worldview education, partly because of the special status of 
Marxism and partly because of the political system. Contemporary Chinese ideological education is 
more and more emphasizing its independence, and the spatial turn is the most realistic sign, and it 
can be predicted that Chinese higher education will attach great importance to the spatial issue for 
quite some time in the future, and it will gradually increase the proportion of students’ participation 
in teaching and learning activities. 

Funding: This research was funded by Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China , grant number 
23JDSZK184;This research was funded by Education Department of Anhui Province , grant number sztsjh-2023-
6-9 and sztsjh-2022-6-5;This research was funded by Anhui Federation of Social Sciences , grant number sztsjh-
2023-6-9 and 2023CX009.The APC was funded by Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China. 

Data Availability Statement: No data were used in this research. 

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflicts of interest. 

References 

1. John White, What is philosophy of education? Overlaps and contrasts between different conceptions, 
Journal of Philosophy of Education, 2024. 

2. Fang, D. (Reinhardt). (2024). The Historical Different Meanings of Chinese Communist Party’s ‘The Party 
Commands Gun’ Under Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping. China Report, 60(1), 76-89. 

3. Lu Lan，Topic Selection， Conceptual Interpretation and Path Orientation in the Spatial Transformation 
of Ideological and Political Education.Journal of China University of Mining & Technology(Social 
Sciences),023,25(06):39-52. 

4. Liu, S. Social spaces: from Georg Simmel to Erving Goffman. J. Chin. Sociol. 11, 13 (2024). 
5. Lo, C. K. M., Kwan, C., & Cho, Y. W. (2024). Impact of Online Flipped Classroom on Student Learning 

Experience: A Mixed-Methods Study. Journal of Social Work Education, 1–15. 

Preprints.org (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 6 August 2024                   doi:10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1


 18 

 

6. Brady, M. (2023). Educational interactions, student experience and the remote learning environment during 
the Covid-19 lockdown. Innovations in Education and Teaching International, 1–16. 

7. Morris, K., Hirsch, S. E., Strickland-Cohen, K., & Bruhn, A. (2023). Remote classroom management: a survey 
study of teachers’ online practices. Preventing School Failure: Alternative Education for Children and 
Youth, 1–11. 

8. Huang Jiuqin,Wang Dezhao,The unification of indoctrination and enlightenment: the interactive logic of 
teaching methods in Civics courses in colleges and universities.Guizhou Social Sciences,2023,(07):112-117. 

9. Moreno-Mediavilla, D ; Palacios, A ; del Amo, RG ; Barreras-Peral.(2023).Teacher digital competence in the 
use of virtual simulations: STEM teachers’ perception.PIXEL-BIT- REVISTA DE MEDIOS Y 
EDUCACION.83-113. 

10. Strømme, T. B., & Wiborg, Ø. N. (2024). Social origins and educational attainment: The unique 
contributions of parental education, class, and financial resources over time. The British Journal of 
Sociology, 1–20. 

11. Mao Zedong. Mao Zedong xuanji.People’s Press (PRC publisher),1991:1094. 
12. Jordan, S.; Baker, C.C.; Wingenbach, G.; Landaverde, R. Land Grant University Participants’ Eurocentric 

Attitudes about Agriculture: An Ideological Constraint to Achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. Sustainability 2024, 16, 2410. 

13. Lin, K. Chinese Ideology in the Political Education of Students: How Does Ideology-Based Teaching Impact 
Students’ Consciousness?. J Knowl Econ (2024). 

14. Chen, S., Ma, Y. & Lian, W. Fostering idealogical and polical education via knowledge graph and KNN 
model: an emphasis on positive psychology. BMC Psychol 12, 170 (2024). 

15. 38.6% average contribution to world economic growth, 2013-2021,https://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2022-
10/02/content_5715614.htm 

16. Naxera, V., Gueorguieva, P., & Irrera, D. (2024). Civil society and populism in Europe: outbreak or cure? 
Journal of Contemporary European Studies, 1–11. 

17. Leiva-León D., Quiros G. P., & Rots E. (2024). Real-time weakness of the global economy. Journal of Applied 
Econometrics, 1–20. 

18. Ganic, S.The crisis of pluralism in the context of the weakening of universal law.Sociologija 2024 Volume 
66, Issue 1, Pages: 126-146. 

19. Parra-Luna, F. From the Referential Pattern of Universal Values (RPUV) to a new Index of Human 
Development (HDI). Soc Indic Res 171, 827–846 (2024). 

20. YANG Zhen, CHEN Jin. Confucianism and the Building of Chinese-Style Management. Front. Bus. Res. 
China, 2024, 18(1): 1‒10. 

21. Borokh O., Lomanov A. Chinese-Style Modernization: Evolution of the Concept. World Eсonomy and 
International Relations, 2024, vol. 68, no. 1, pp. 31-47. 

22. Li, S. (2023). Understanding China’s road to common prosperity: background, definition and path. China 
Economic Journal, 16(1), 1–13. 

23. Anastasiou, D., Burke, M. D., Wiley, A. L., & Kauffman, J. M. (2024). The Telos of Special Education: A 
Tripartite Approach. Exceptionality, 32(2), 90–108. 

24. Gomez-Najarro, J., Pugach, M. C., & Blanton, L. P. (2023). Portraying Teacher Education for Inclusion: An 
Analysis of the Institutional Discourse of Dual Certification Programs. Educational Researcher, 52(6), 327-
338. 

25. Joohyung (Jenny) Kim, David A. Waldman, Pierre A. Balthazard, Justin B. Ames,Leader self-projection and 
collective role performance: A consideration of visionary leadership,The Leadership 
Quarterly,,2023,Volume 34, Issue 2. 

26. Simsek, A. (2024). How will education look like in the future?. Contemporary Educational Technology, 
16(3), ep518. 

27. Quintas, A. Degradation of the Body in Idealist–Dualist Philosophy. Philosophies 2023, 8, 36. 
28. Kärner, T., Jüttler, M., Fritzsche, Y. et al. Partizipation in Lehr-Lern-Arrangements: Literaturreview und 

kritische Würdigung des Partizipationskonzepts. Z Erziehungswiss 26, 1053–1103 (2023). 
29. Ma, Y.-C. Using Participatory Teaching in Hands-On Courses: Exploring the Influence of Teaching Cases 

on Learning Motivation. Educ. Sci. 2023, 13, 547. 
30. Uerz, D., van Zanten, M., de Korte, K., Volman, M., & Kral, M. (2024). Teaching teachers to teach with 

technology: teacher educators’ practices. Teachers and Teaching, 30(4), 471–488. 
31. Chow, S. M., Lee, J., Park, J., Kuruppumullage Don, P., Hammel, T., Hallquist, M. N., … Pearl, D. K. (2024). 

Personalized Education through Individualized Pathways and Resources to Adaptive Control Theory-
Inspired Scientific Education (iPRACTISE): Proof-of-Concept Studies for Designing and Evaluating 
Personalized Education. Journal of Statistics and Data Science Education, 32(2), 174–187. 

32. Lee, M. T. (2024). The social and moral ecology of education for flourishing. Journal of Moral Education, 1–
17. 

Preprints.org (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 6 August 2024                   doi:10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1


 19 

 

33. Atairo, D,Luques, A.Debates around governance of and in the universities: an analysis of the documents 
produced for the III World Higher Education Conference.INTERCAMBIOS-DILEMAS Y TRANSICIONES 
DE LA EDUCACION SUPERIOR.2023,Volume10,Issue1. 

34. Tsz Chung Ngai, ‘Social Justice Practice’ in Social Work Under Political Challenge—Case in Hong Kong, 
The British Journal of Social Work, Volume 54, Issue 1, January 2024, Pages 267–285. 

35. Boyadjieva, P.; Haralampiev, K.; Ilieva-Trichkova, P. Social Justice Profiles: An Exploratory Study towards 
an Empirically Based Multi-Dimensional Classification of Countries Regarding Fairness of Participation in 
Higher Education. Societies 2024, 14, 44. 

36. N. M. Stetsenko, V. P. Stetsenko, and H. V. Tkachuk, “ASSESSING THE EFFICACY OF CLOUD SERVICES 
FOR DEVELOPING EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATIONS”, ITLT, vol. 98, no. 6, pp. 82–93, Dec. 2023. 

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those 
of the individual author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) 
disclaim responsibility for any injury to people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or 
products referred to in the content. 

Preprints.org (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 6 August 2024                   doi:10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202408.0447.v1

	1. The Triple Turn in Civic Space
	1.1. From Classroom Space to Cyberspace
	1.2. From Physical Space to Imitation Space
	1.3. From Campus Space to Social Space

	2. The Historical Logic of the Spatial Turn in Civic Education
	2.1. Generativity: Focus on Ideological and Political Education
	2.2. Adversarial: Proactively Guarding the Right and Innovating
	2.3. Nationality: Embodying Chinese Characteristics

	3. The Realistic Logic of the Spatial Turn in Civic Education
	3.1. Requirements of the Unprecedented Changes
	3.2. The Demand for Connotative Development of Civic and Political Education
	3.3. The Need to Educate People for the Party and the Country

	4. Prediction of the Way Forward for the Civic Space
	4.1. The Body Meets Space
	4.2. Individuality and Commonality Collide
	4.3. Integration of Unity and Diversity

	5. Conclusions
	References

