Supplementary tables
Table S1. Quartiles and sample counts for the milk collection farms.

	Farm 1

	Quartiles 
	Mesophile
	Total coliforms
	Escherichia coli
	Staphylococcus aureus

	0%
	7,0e+03
	9,0e+00
	0,0e+00
	1,8e+03

	25%
	6,1e+04
	1,7e+01
	0,0e+00
	2,0e+03

	50%
	7,6e+04
	2,5e+01
	0,0e+00
	2,0e+03

	75%
	8,7e+04
	2,6e+01
	2,0e+00
	2,7e+03

	100%
	9,0e+04
	3,1e+01
	2,1e+01
	2,8e+03

	Farm 2

	Quartiles
	Mesophile
	Total coliforms
	Escherichia coli
	Staphylococcus aureus

	0%
	3,2e+04
	3,7e+01
	0,00E+00
	1,0e+03

	25%
	3,8e+04
	1,7e+02
	0,00E+00
	1,8e+03

	50%
	4,8e+04
	1,8e+03
	2,00E+00
	1,9e+03

	75%
	5,2e+04
	6,1e+03
	3,00E+00
	3,8e+03

	100%
	6,5e+04
	7,9e+03
	9,00E+00
	5,3e+03

	Farm 3

	Quartiles
	Mesophile
	Total coliforms
	Escherichia coli
	Staphylococcus aureus

	0%
	3,0e+04
	3,8e+02
	7,0e+01
	2,2e+03

	25%
	3,2e+04
	4,0e+02
	1,3e+02
	2,4e+03

	50%
	3,3e+04
	8,7e+02
	1,3e+02
	4,0e+03

	75%
	3,3e+04
	4,1e+03
	1,9e+02
	4,0e+03

	100%
	6,0e+04
	4,5e+03
	1,9e+02
	4,6e+03


Table S2. Quartiles and counts of the different cheese types.
	Feta-type

	Quartiles
	Mesophile
	Total coliforms
	Escherichia coli
	Staphylococcus aureus

	0%
	1,4e+05
	0,0e+00
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	25%
	4,4e+05
	0,0e+00
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	50%
	4,5e+05
	1,9e+02
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	75%
	3,0e+06
	2,6e+02
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	100%
	5,4e+06
	1,5e+05
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	Colonial

	Quartiles
	Mesophile
	Total coliforms
	Escherichia coli
	Staphylococcus aureus

	0%
	8,3e+03
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	25%
	3,0e+04
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	50%
	3,4e+04
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	75%
	1,3e+05
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	100%
	2,9e+05
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00
	0,00E+00

	Fresh

	Quartiles
	Mesophile
	Total coliforms
	Escherichia coli
	Staphylococcus aureus

	0%
	1,7e+05
	8,1e+02
	0,00e+00
	0,0e+00

	25%
	3,0e+05
	1,2e+03
	0,00e+00
	1,0e+01

	50%
	3,1e+05
	1,3e+03
	0,00e+00
	1,8e+01

	75%
	3,5e+05
	2,4e+03
	2,64e+02
	6,0e+01

	100%
	4,7e+05
	3,2e+03
	9,30e+02
	6,4e+01

	Pecorino-type

	Quartiles
	Mesophile
	Total coliforms
	Escherichia coli
	Staphylococcus aureus

	0%
	2,0e+05
	0,0e+00
	0,00E+00
	0,0e+00

	25%
	2,1e+05
	0,0e+00
	0,00E+00
	0,0e+00

	50%
	2,7e+05
	1,2e+02
	0,00E+00
	0,0e+00

	75%
	4,1e+06
	1,1e+03
	0,00E+00
	0,0e+00

	100%
	6,4e+06
	2,8e+03
	0,00E+00
	1,5e+02


