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Abstract: This study analyses the papers published by Spanish social psychologists to determine 

whether they address topics related with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Publications 

by Spanish institutions indexed by the Web of Science in the thematic category of “Social Psychol-

ogy” were subjected to bibliometric analysis. The publications were classified by their relationship 

with the SDGs using OSDG, an open-source labelling tool, and an in-depth content analysis was 

performed to validate the results. A corpus of 1632 papers published by Spanish institutions be-

tween 1980 and 2020 was identified. Thirty-four percent of the papers address matters related with 

the SDGs; 23 % concern matters related with Goal 3 (good health and well-being), and 5 %, with 

Goal 5 (gender equality). Only 3 % are interventions to modify behaviour or change social environ-

ments. Conclusions: The review of these papers allows detecting to what extent the research con-

ducted in Social Psychology contributes to achieving the goals proposed in each of the SDGs. Also, 

the content analysis of this publications identifies several factors (cognitive, emotional, social or 

cultural) which should be investigated to improve knowledge on how to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals.  
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1. Introduction 

As we write this article, we are both witnessing and participating in society’s scram-

ble to cope with the effects of the COVID-19 epidemic, an event that has posed a world-

wide threat to 21st-century societies’ health and well-being. In response to the challenge, 

institutions have had to modify the procedures they use to take action, and citizens have 

had to change their ordinary ways of interacting with other people, in many cases adapt-

ing to novel working environments, and so on. These unexpected, unavoidable changes 

have caused high stress levels and revealed a deficit in the skills needed to manage the 

associated emotions, which in turn has caused a rise in the incidence of health problems, 

including mental health problems [1]. The epidemic has shaken our societies out of their 

complacency and exacerbated the uncertainty and agitation already caused by pre-exist-

ing social problems such as climate change, the energy crisis, social inequalities and mi-

gratory movements. 

Many of the problems facing humanity, both now and before the pandemic, are ad-

dressed in the UN’s 2030 Agenda [2], which is sets 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). To reach the targets included in each of the SDGs, scientists, like other social 

agents, are expected to do their part, each within the area of his or her discipline. 
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Accordingly, social psychology could be reasonably expected to be doing something to 

address the challenge; reasonably, because psychology is essentially oriented toward 

achieving personal well-being. As early as 1970, in Psychology and the problems of soci-

ety, the American Psychological Association (APA) declared that the discipline was sup-

posed to study and research the problems society was grappling with at that time. This 

publication was preceded the year before by a landmark address by George Miller [3] as 

APA president, and what he said then remains just as applicable today: “The most urgent 

problems of our world today are the problems we have made for ourselves; they are hu-

man problems whose solutions will require us to change our behavior and our social in-

stitution” [3](p.1063). As a science dealing directly with behavioural and social processes, 

psychology, Miller said, should lead the way in the search for new and better personal 

and social scenarios and in the achievement of goals such as well-being, health, quality of 

life and maximum personal and group development, in all the realms of individual and 

social life, for it is this engagement with well-being that makes psychology legitimate as a 

science and as a profession. The conception of psychology as an instrument at the service 

of human well-being [3] and the definition of health as a state of well-being formulated in 

the founding act of the WHO in 1946, was later taken up by Keyes [4], Blanco and Díaz [5] 

to highlight the importance of circumstances and functioning within society: sense of be-

longing, quality of social relations, trust in others, trust in the society in which we live, etc. 

As for social psychology as a specific field of work, as the review by Blanco [6] shows, its 

usefulness in tackling social problems is unquestionable for authors as important as Elliot 

Aronson, who is convinced social psychology must be socially useful and “social psy-

chologists can play a vital role in making the world a better place in which to live” [7] 

(p.13) Although the call for social relevance was the slogan of the so-called "crisis" of psy-

chology, it is worth remembering that the assumption of scientific rationality (the capacity 

of the research task to respond to personal and social problems) was the framework within 

which authors of such theoretical ascendancy as Lev Vygotsky, George Herbert Mead and 

Kurt Lewin were situated. It is practice, Vygotsky [8] will say, which must mark the path 

of theory, which must dictate the construction of concepts and the formulation of theoret-

ical arguments. All sciences, will say, have taken their first steps to respond to practical 

problems, [9] so that the contrast between theory and praxis, basic and applied research, 

is meaningless; they are only different moments of the same process. From the historiog-

raphy of psychology, it has been stated that it was the social demand, the voices coming 

from the environment demanding help, which returned professionals to everyday reality 

[10]. With these considerations in mind, we have reviewed the contributions of social psy-

chology research as expressed in scientific publications, with the ultimate goal of analys-

ing the possible relationship between social psychology research and the topics and goals 

of the SDGs in the 2030 Agenda [2]. We might hypothesize, in view of how we have de-

scribed the discipline’s orientation, that at least part of the published research is probably 

related with Sustainable Development Goals focusing on health and well-being (SDG 3). 

In this context, a series of questions is posed to analyse the evolution of social psychology 

in Spain from the standpoint of its scientific results (in terms of publications in interna-

tional scientific journals) and its relationship with the Sustainable Development Goals: 

What is the position of social psychology within the framework of general psychology? 

How has the discipline evolved over time? What kind of presence does Spanish social 

psychology have in the world? What are its main activity patterns? What topics does it 

address most frequently? Can any particular scientific activity oriented toward the study 

of SDGs be identified? 

Objectives 

• To find an answer to these questions, two general objectives are proposed: 

• To assess the field of social psychology in Spain using bibliometric methods to 

ascertain the scientific production of the discipline, its main characteristics, its 
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evolution and its contribution to the world as a whole and to the field of general 

psychology. 

• To analyse the main topics addressed by social psychology in Spain and to es-

tablish whether there is an interest in topics related to the SDGs. 

 

2. Materials and Methods 

 

2.1. Source of information 

The Web of Science core collection (WoS) from Clarivate Analytics was used to ana-

lyse scientific production in the field of social psychology. All three main databases –the 

Science Citation Index (SCI), the Social Science Citation Index (SSCI) and the Arts and 

Humanities Citation Index (AHCI)– were used. 

 

2.2. Data collection and search strategy 

Data were downloaded from WoS on September 2020. The search strategy was based 

on the WoS subject category (the database’s thematic classification of indexed journals). 

All disciplines related to psychology were selected (11 WoS categories). Social psychology 

publications from Spain were found by filtering by discipline and country. No time limits 

were applied; all production up to the download date was collected. 

 

2.3. Information processing 

After the publications were downloaded, a relational database was constructed with 

the complete information on each publication. 

 

2.4. Development of bibliometric indicators.  

The following indicators were analysed for the final dataset: 

1) Research patterns  

- Yearly trend in scientific output in all psychology in the world and in Spain 

- Yearly trend of publication in social psychology in the world and in Spain 

- Distribution of publications by journal 

2) Identification of areas and research specialties 

- Co-occurrence of Web of Science categories to analyse relationships between disci-

plines 

- Co-ocurrence of keywords to detect research specialties 

3) Contribution to SDGs 

Procedures for analysing the interest that social psychology has shown in issues re-

lated to SDGs: 

- OSDG tool (www.osdg.ai) - an open-source tool which combines an ontology-based 

approach from previous projects and then matches to the fields of study from Microsoft 

Academic- was used to classify scientific outputs by assigning one or more SDGs to each 

document based on automated content analysis  

-The title and abstract of all publications were reviewed manually to label the papers 

according to their relationship with the SDGs. The same procedure was used to classify 

the papers by type (empirical, theoretical or interventionist).  

4) Visualization of the results 

 The information obtained is presented in tables and graphs. For visualization, tools 

such as Vosviewer were used to create thematic clusters. Alluvial flow diagrams were also 

made with the Raw program (https://rawgraphs.io/). 

 

3. Results 
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The main results are shown below. 

3.1. Research patterns in psychology publications 

The publications in the “Psychology” area of Web of Science were examined, and 

1.797.533 documents were identified. The earliest publications in WoS dated back to 1900, 

though it was not until the mid-1950s that production figures became significant. Growth 

accelerated in 2000; half of the documents published on psychology appeared in or after 

the year 2000. The main country responsible for publications is the USA, with 45 % of the 

psychology documents, followed by England, Canada, Germany and Australia with pro-

portions ranging between 4 % and 8 %. Spain occupies eighth position with 1.7 % of pub-

lications the world over. The leading disciplines in production are “Psychology Multidis-

ciplinary” (with 25 % of the publications), “Psychology General” (with 24 %) and “Psy-

chology Clinical” (17 %). “Psychology Social” accounts for 8 % of the “Psychology” pub-

lications (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Characteristics of scientific publications on psychology (Web of Science 1900-

2020) 

3.2. Research patterns in Spanish social psychology publications 

Analysis of the social psychology production shows that the earliest publications in-

dexed in WoS date from the 1980s. Production growth has been steady. Here, too, half of 

the documents date from 2000 or later. The USA is the leading producer, and Spain holds 

ninth place with 1.2 % of world production. Figure 2 shows the annual development of 

world production (blue line) and Spanish production (yellow line). 
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Figure 2. Characteristics of scientific publications on social psychology (Web of Sci-

ence 1980-2020) 

 

Spanish institutions, primarily public universities, participated in 1632 documents. 

The Autónoma University of Madrid heads the list, with 12 %, followed by the University 

of Granada and the University of Valencia. Table 1 lists the institutions that participated 

in more than 20 documents (Table 1). 

Table 1. Spanish institutions with social psychology publications (>20 documents) 

 
Among the journals publishing documents signed by Spanish institutions, Personality 

and Individual Differences contains nearly one fourth of Spain’s production, followed by 
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Revista de Psicología Social with 14 %. Figure 3 lists the social psychology journals that have 

published more than 10 Spanish documents on social psychology. 

 
Figure 3. Most productive journals in Spanish social psychology publications (Web of Sci-

ence 1980-2020) 

3.2. Thematic content of Spanish social psychology publications 

For a deeper analysis of publication content, the first step was to identify journal af-

filiation. While all the publications were classified in the WoS category of “Social Psychol-

ogy”, because of multi-class classification, additional areas can be identified to which the 

documents also pertain. Figure 4 presents a thematic network showing social psychol-

ogy’s relationships with other disciplines that are also addressed in the journals at issue. 

Node size indicates the volume of documents assigned to each theme. The variety of dis-

ciplines in the network attests to the wide thematic spectrum that social psychology covers 

(Figure 4). 

 

Preprints (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 17 February 2022                   doi:10.20944/preprints202202.0203.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202202.0203.v1


 

 

 

Figure 4. Disciplinary relationship through thematic classification of social psychology 

journals. (WoS 1980-2020) 

 

Keywords are another important content-related aspect. Keyword analysis was used 

to identify primary research topics. Figure 5 shows a cluster analysis based on keyword 

co-occurrence to detect the main thematic clusters (each identified with a colour). These 

clusters include “attitudes”, “persuasion”, “individual differences”, “personality”, 

“women and gender”, “health” and “adolescents”. The relationships between terms can 

also be observed by the edges. Node size is proportional to the number of documents 

associated with each keyword. 

Attitudes, considered the predecessor and predictor of social conduct, have been a 

mainstay among social psychology research topics from the discipline’s start. It makes 

sense for attitudes and other related topics to occupy an important space (red colour) on 

the thematic cluster map in Figure 5. By the size of its node, attitudes can be readily seen 

to be one of the topics with the most associated documents; there are also documents ad-

dressing the study of concepts closely related with attitudes, such as beliefs, emotions, 

values and behaviour possibly related with certain attitudes, e.g., altruism. The “atti-

tudes” thematic cluster also contains attitudes and relationships between social groups, 

outgroups and associated processes, such as stereotypes, prejudices and discriminatory 

conduct, group inclusion, group integration, group conflict and more recent topics in so-

cial psychology research, like identity fusion. Some documents in the cluster refer to atti-

tudes toward specific groups (e.g., immigrants) and associated topics, like ethnic identity, 

the emotional climate and social emotions like shame. Documents referring to research 

into the self also figure prominently in the “attitudes” cluster, since the self is an important 

research topic in social psychology. The intense interest social psychologists displayed in 

COVID-19 in 2020 is also reflected in the “attitudes” area. Lastly, some documents refer 

to the theoretical models used as a reference in various research projects concerning atti-

tudes. 

The “attitudes” node is related with nodes of documents concerning the processes 

involved in change of attitude or persuasion (yellow cluster); these nodes contain docu-

ments related with the processes affecting attitudes: cognitive processes, metacognitive 

processes, the sort of information available, attitude characteristics such as attitude 

strength, accessibility, ambivalence, personality variables like self-esteem and mood, plus 

documents related with some of the possible measurements of attitude, like implicit asso-

ciation tests. The documents associated with attitudes are linked with an empirical cluster 

of documents referring to the area of cognition and emotion (social cognition) (yellow 

colour), a major area of social psychology research since the 1980s, which encompasses 

the study of cognitive and emotional processes that can help understand, explain and pre-

dict social conduct (information, accessibility, biases, priming, social judgment, etc.). 

The “attitudes” cluster’s edges are related with the “women and gender” cluster 

(light blue colour). This cluster identifies documents about the various kinds of sexist at-

titudes (benevolent sexism, ambivalent sexism, hostile sexism), inequality between 

women and men and discrimination against women. 

Some of the documents on cognitive and emotional processes that have been of in-

terest to social psychologists to explain social conduct show a relationship with docu-

ments addressing individual differences (orange colour); and the nodes referring to in-

telligence or other cognitive competences (e.g., “comprehension”), achievement, emotions 

and emotional competences are easily identified. Complementing this, the documents on 

individual differences overlap the clusters of research documents about personality vari-

ables or styles, temperament, skills, etcetera.  

The thematic cluster dealing with personality (dark blue color) is another of the ma-

jor thematic blocks making up the map. The “personality” node documents include three 
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groups: documents referring to personality variables (extraversion, impulsivity, sensation 

seeking, etc.), documents referring to personality measurement scales (e.g., the big five 

scale) and studies designing, validating and analysing the psychometric properties of per-

sonality scales and/or adapting scales to measure personality variables in the Spanish con-

text.  

The thematic cluster of health publications (purple color) is another major research 

area in social psychology. It includes documents bearing a significant relationship with 

health issues like stress, life satisfaction and emotional adjustment. This cluster has strong 

relationships with the “attitude” cluster, the cluster of cognitive and emotional processes 

and the “personality” cluster, and with health in various environments, such as the work 

environment. 

Lastly, adolescents and their behaviour (green cluster) have received and still receive 

a great deal of attention from studies published in social psychology journals. In the “ad-

olescents” cluster we see document clusters referring to adjustment or social adaptation, 

risky behaviour, aggressive behaviour, mental health, substance abuse and violence, 

along with clusters referring to abuse, maltreatment, exposure to violence (domestic or 

institutional), harassment, cyberbullying, relationships with parents, etcetera. 

 

 

Figure 5. Cluster analysis through co-occurrence of keywords in Spanish social psychol-

ogy publications (WoS 1980-2020) 

 

3.3. Contribution to SDGs 

The documents were subjected to content review for a more in-depth analysis of so-

cial psychology’s contribution to the SDGs. The first step was to apply the OSDG tool, 

which associated the highest percentage of documents with SDG 3 (good health and well-

being). The results were validated through an in-depth content analysis. Since a single 

document may deal with multiple topics, there are cases of publications assigned to more 

than one SDG. The results in Table 2 show the percentage of documents related most 

strongly with each of the SDGs. SDG 3 and SDG 5 are the goals with the largest numbers 

of documents. 

 

Table 2. Assignment of social psychology publications to SDGs  
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SDG Frequency % (n=1632) 

  SDG_3                   390 23.90 

  SDG_5                   78 4.78 

  SDG_16                 65 3.98 

  SDG_4                   30 1.84 

  SDG_9                   24 1.47 

  SDG_8                   18 1.10 

  SDG_11                 6 0.37 

  SDG_1                   4 0.25 

  SDG_ 10                3 0.18 

  SDG_12                 3 0.18 

 Unassigned 1086 66.54 

  Total 1632 66.54 

After the publications were assigned to the SDGs, the targets associated with each 

SDG (https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/health/) were identified with a 

view to establishing more-precise relationships between document content and SDGs. 

In accordance with the hypothesis, the documents associated with SDG 3 generally 

describe studies oriented toward analysing variables and processes affecting health (phys-

ical or mental) and psychological well-being. One of the targets set in SDG 3 is to prevent, 

provide treatment for and promote mental health and well-being. The documents report 

diverse factors that can affect the achievement of this target. One such factor is harmful 

social relationships. Harmful social relationships, whether in the family, at work or in 

other social spheres, including mistreatment, abuse (be it physical, psychological or sex-

ual) and abandonment, have a negative affect on the physical and mental health of caught 

up in them. The bibliography we analysed also shows that children and adolescents are 

especially vulnerable in harmful social relationships, making it difficult to reach the SDG 

3 target of caring for and protecting children. In this sense, the documents we reviewed 

make it clear that victimization or poly-victimization (sexual, electronic, etc.) impairs the 

mental health (depression, anxiety) of adolescents interned in centres, as mentioned, for 

example, by Segura et al. [11]; sexual abuse and sexual victimization particularly generate 

emotional disorders and anxiety in women [12] and adolescents [13]. Adolescents’ mental 

health is also impaired by emotional abuse from parents within the family and from peers 

[14]. In general, parenting style and peer attachment predict emotional instability in late 

childhood and early adolescence [15]. Diverse studies show that the various kinds of 

abuse and abandonment are associated with poly-drug use in adolescents [16]. Other pa-

pers trace a relationship between child abuse and depressive disorders and attention 

problems in children [17]. 

Furthermore, another subgroup of documents reveals that certain personality varia-

bles (neuroticism, introversion, etc.) and coping styles bear a negative association with 

mental health [18,19], alcohol consumption [20,21] or physical health, as in the case of 

type-A personalities and high blood pressure [22]. 

Other studies provide evidence that the family environment can be a protective factor 

in mental health. A positive relationship exists between well-being and family identity or 

a positive feeling of belonging [23], and between well-being at work and at home [24]. In 

addition, well-being is associated with competence to manage emotions or emotional in-

telligence in different environments of daily life [25]. For example, dissatisfaction in the 

work environment generates emotional distress (depression, anxiety, stress) and even se-

rious mental health problems [26], while leadership capability is associated with well-
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being in the work environment [27]. In social relations, the feeling of cultural integration 

is associated positively with well-being [28]. Some of the papers analysed also mention 

that personal well-being is associated with, among many other factors, volunteering [29] 

and a positive body self-image [30]. 

Other SDG 3 targets that some of the reviewed research documents are associated 

with have to do with preventing and treating the use of addictive substances like drugs, 

alcohol and tobacco. The publications show that gender roles number among the psycho-

social factors associated with drug and alcohol consumption: role acceptance favours al-

cohol consumption in the case of the masculine role and provides protection from alcohol 

consumption in the case of feminine roles [31]. Tobacco consumption, a behaviour that 

affects health negatively the world over, is associated with emotional processes, person-

ality variables [32], thrill seeking [33] and anxiety [34], among other factors.  

In the social psychology publications analysed, the contents related with SDG 5 hold 

second place in terms of document volume. The targets set in the 2030 Agenda for SDG 5 

(https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/gender-equality/) aim at ending dis-

crimination against women and girls worldwide and eliminating all forms of violence 

against women in the public and private spheres. Some of the documents show that the 

sexual roles society assigns to women number among the factors that form a barrier to 

achieving this target and that women’s adoption of such roles places constraints on their 

life and their personal and career development.  

These learned sexual roles are expressed in different spheres. In the case of the career 

sphere, they may lead to greater accommodation and less competitiveness in the case of 

women, which does not help reduce inequalities [35]. Some of the studies alert that polit-

ical leaders, the media and educators, among others, should be aware of how women’s 

conformity with traditional gender stereotypes can also lead women to negative conse-

quences similar to other hostile forms of stranger harassment [36]. The roles women ac-

cept can affect how women manage emotions such as guilt in conflict situations. Some 

publications show that women with high dependency feel guiltier than women with low 

dependency in high-conflict situations [37]. Some documents [38] provide an overview of 

acceptability and public attitudes that support the use of gender violence and focus on the 

effect of gender and gender role attitudes. The data review shows that Spanish society as 

a whole considers intimate partner violence against women as a social problem and rejects 

it, but there are still some violence-supportive attitudes, such as victim blaming, and there 

is a gender gap in the consideration of gender violence as well. 

Some of the publications [39] address how the intergenerational transmission of be-

nevolent sexist beliefs from mothers to adolescent daughters negatively influences daugh-

ters’ traditional goals, academic goals (i.e., getting an academic degree) and academic per-

formance, perpetuating gender inequalities. Psychosocial research also confirms the pres-

ence of sexist attitudes in society that can be used to legitimize and maintain gender vio-

lence and foster a climate of social permissiveness towards sexual violence towards 

women [40]. Lastly, gender stereotypes are found to persist in the educational sphere, as 

some documents show with respect to physical education [41] and physical education 

textbooks [42], where there is a noticeable imbalance between male and female represen-

tation in which the male model is clearly predominant. In addition, textbook images por-

tray males and females in stereotypical roles and depict certain activities or sports as more 

appropriate for one gender or the other. 

Some of the research reports how the presence of gender stereotypes in daily life im-

pedes the achievement of SDG 5’s targets, because they constrain the role women play in 

society. Spanish national online newspapers mantain the underrepresentation, stereotyp-

ing and discrimination of women in web news, thereby reinforcing gender inequality [43]. 

In a review of Spanish newspaper articles and advertisements [44], men were found to be 

more commonly featured in articles, photographs and advertisements than women and 

much more frequently depicted as soldiers, athletes or high-ranking businesspersons than 
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women. Furthermore, the reporters writing the articles were more likely to be men than 

women. In addition, men were more likely to be cited as sources than women. The equiv-

alent is found to happen in radio advertisements [45]: there is a strong tendency to employ 

male voices more often than female voices in the belief that male voices sound more con-

vincing. Accordingly, the supremacy of the male voice over the female voice in radio ad-

vertising and the repeated association between voices and product types is more based 

on tradition than on the real effectiveness of the advertisements.  

4. Discussion and conclusions 

The bibliometric study shows that social psychology as a discipline has made im-

portant strides in terms of publications; publication numbers rose considerably starting in 

2000. This increase in international publication speaks as to the activity patterns of Spanish 

scientists, who have accepted publication in indexed journals as one of the main channels 

for disseminating research results, as per the guidelines set by research, development and 

innovation evaluation authorities. 

In the field of psychology, Spain holds eighth place in the world in terms of Web of 

Science publication numbers. This is a better position than anticipated, since the country 

is tenth by overall WoS production in all disciplines [46]. Social psychology accounts for 

8 % of all Spanish production in psychology, and universities (particularly the Autono-

mous University of Madrid) are the main producers. Personality and Individual Differ-

ences is the journal with the highest volume of social psychology documents. Document 

cluster analysis shows that there are six main thematic groups: attitudes, persuasion, in-

dividual differences, personality variables, women and gender and adolescents. 

Most of the problems and challenges that Agenda 2030 [2] has taken on already ex-

isted before they were formally embodied as the 17 SDGs in 2015, and some of them –

those that have to do with personal health and well-being– are especially close to the ob-

jectives of social psychology. The Agenda was created to make these problems and chal-

lenges visible and to combine the efforts and resources of many organisations and social 

agents to correct them. The WHO’s call to broad social participation in the health sphere 

is very clear. In this sense, and in line with the WHO’s mission to improve human well-

being and health, social psychology could be expected to have made significant scientific 

contributions to improve human relations and social contexts that favour well-being, in 

the direction indicated by the SDG targets. 

Keyword-based document content analysis draws a map where we can read the di-

versity of the topics social psychology addresses, discerning the major areas of research 

and seeing how intensely each area has been researched in terms of the number of docu-

ments addressing that area. A second analysis shows that, in accordance with our hypoth-

esis, the research topics social psychology deals with are primarily related with SDG 3 

(good health and well-being). A smaller number of documents is associated with SDG 5. 

One conclusion drawn from our review is that, through its prolific research, social psy-

chology has helped improve knowledge about the cognitive, emotional and contextual 

processes that can influence the kinds of social conduct that ought to be ensured or mod-

ified if we are to reach the targets set in SDG 3 and SDG 5. 

The second conclusion, drawn from the scanty 2 % of intervention studies published 

in WoS, is that social psychology has made only a limited contribution to research ena-

bling us to learn to generate the kind of behaviour or social contexts required to reach the 

SDG targets, while at the same time remedying the environmental, economic and social 

blunders that irresponsible human behaviour has caused. For decades social psychology 

has been criticized for making only puny contributions to solving real social problems. 

Other reviews of the scope of social psychology have pointed to social psychology’s lack 

of real impact on the treatment of social problems [47-49] considering that social psychol-

ogy research has not led to any substantive progress in human well-being or human 
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relations [50]. In short, social psychology is still being called to task for decades of failure 

to produce proactive intervention in favour of well-being and health [3,51-53]. 

At all events, Agenda 2030 offers a framework of action in which the discipline is still 

in time to apply its hard-won decades of knowledge to the problems the Agenda show-

cases and to help face the social challenges of now and the future [2]. While continuing to 

strive to push research publications into ever-better positions in terms of bibliometric im-

pact, researchers, as social psychologists, ought to take advantage of the opportunity to 

pit their skills against the social challenges and problems yet to be resolved, and in this 

endeavour they should apply the knowledge, methods and tools that social psychology 

has created. For all these reasons, we feel that this study is a contribution to the realm of 

social psychology, because it provides orientation in tracing the activity patterns of social 

psychology and its relationship with topics of great social significance, such as those pro-

posed in the 2030 Agenda. However, we are aware that all studies have certain limitations. 

In this sense, while analysis of the scientific production published in international journals 

makes a major share of research results visible (those belonging to the main scientific cur-

rent), it neglects other documents that may be equally significant within the discipline. As 

mentioned before, the culture of evaluation currently pervading the academic community 

has led to the adoption of practices that favour the publication of findings in journals of a 

certain type (journals indexed in international databases), while other kinds of findings 

(in this case, the findings of interventions aimed at solving specific social problems) do 

not seem to be as easily accommodated in international publications. It is important to 

draw attention to this fact, because, apart from being a methodological constraint, it may 

become an increasingly accentuated practice, drawing the limelight away from the kinds 

of studies that, by definition, ought to be the core of the practice of social psychology. 
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