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Abstract: To substitute of conventional manure and peat with alternatives sourcing from environ-
mental conservation concerns, several promising alternatives has been attracting scientific parties’ 
interest, recently. However, among them compost perform the best, mostly and support carbon se-
questration and mitigation against climate change. The article describes the made locally produced 
70% in volume olive pruning branches compost (COMP) performance in two trials as an organic 
amendment in pepper production and an olive sapling substrate during 2019-2021 organic manage-
ment in Turkey. The application of COMP to pepper trial conducted using factorial randomised 
block design with 4 replications and 6 treatments increased total organic matter and soil organic 
carbon, significantly (p<0.05) as compared to non-used plots in two locations. The olive sapling trial 
was conducted using a randomised plot design with 4 replications and 4 treatments. After the 12 
months of growth, compost had the largest architecture rooted plants significantly different 
(p<0.05). Fresh volume (cm3) of COMP used saplings were obtained 35% less than 40% peat treat-
ment, significantly (p<0.05) while 6th month measurement was found as 40%. It is concluded that to 
enhance circular economy recycling and composting olive pruning branches is lucrative for the 
country to reduce external input usage in organic horticultural production.   

 

Keywords: Olive pruning; compost; recycling; Capsicum annuum L.; soil organic carbon (SOC); soil 
organic matter (SOM); olive young tree; Olea europaea L.; peat replacement.  
 

1. Introduction 
Conservation of soil fertility in company with having a low negative environmental 

impact, mitigation against climate change, enhancement of circular economy, and recy-
cling organic plant based materials have increasing concerns in last decades on earth. One 
of the effective solution is co-composting of wood and plant residual parts in both on-
farm scale and industrial area. Sustainable farming systems, in particular organic agricul-
ture (=ecological=biological) movements, have been searching many dedicated methods 
to reach “mature compost” containing plant essential nutrients such as total nitrogen, 
available phosphorus and potassium as well as which is rich in beneficial microorganisms 
such as fungi. Among the enormous different bio-waste and methods, to enhance agricul-
tural contribution to economy, “thermodynamic (warm)” farm scale composting under 
organic conditions is put under the one of the scopes of the article. Yield and quality effect 
of compost on horticultural crops depends on long term experiments when the issue is 
plant nutritional quality. The use of peat as propagation material in commercial produc-
tion is increasingly calls to replacement of peat with a high quality compost. Considering 
carbon accumulation in soils compost elevates carbon sequestration in terrestroals. 
Support and disseminate of the application of weed and seed-free, plastic-free, rich in 
essential plant nutrients, stable and contain beneficial microorganisms compost is 
valuable to soil fertility.  
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Compost is one of the fundamental tools in agroecological agriculture to obtain soil 
sustainable organic matter management [1] Fuchs et al., 2008. Composts are used in 
mainly horticultural plant production as a plant nutrient via help of microbiota activity in 
soil and compost itself. Moreover, plant nutrients that are difficult to use by plants in the 
soil items become available as compost is applied to lands. Locally available organic 
sources of plant nutrients which can be called as crop residue such as “wood chips” of 
horticultural tree pruning is one of the most important sources for supplying nutrients to 
the crop production land and for improving and ensuring the soil health. The optimum 
total soil organic matter (SOM) content in agricultural soils under organic management is 
the healing factor in such conditions if the application is planned and performed, profi-
ciently, considering timing and amount of the compost.  

Compost application pave the way the following procedures in the soil: Soil life (such 
as bacteria and fungi) effect on decomposition or stabilization of organic waste material’s 
soil organic matter has been taking place in soil. An active and diverse community of soil 
life organisms enhance availability of soil oxygen and moisture at sufficient level. Those 
microorganisms take part in nutrient uptake, as well as prevent or minimize disease, en-
hance overall vigour and resilience to drought and other biotic and abiotic stresses, and 
improve the quality of the crop. The organic material is decomposed in the presence of 
oxygen the process is called "aerobic". Due to improper biodegradation of organic matter, 
unstable compost can compete for oxygen and nitrogen, causing poor plant growth and 
destroying crops or being phytotoxic to plants. Also, immature compost typically immo-
bilizes nitrogen rather than releasing it for plant growth. This is because compost which 
is not stable continues to decompose even after it has been applied to the soil, in which 
case soil microorganisms take up nutrients to be used by plants. For this reason, compost 
should not be applied to the soil unless it has matured effectively. Application of imma-
ture organic matter to soil can affect negatively both crops and the environment due to 
the presence of phytotoxic compounds.  

Because composting is suitable for a wide variety of materials, it is possible for a 
composting process to work in collaboration with other farms, municipalities and indus-
try, composting, for example, manure, food processing waste from horse racing tracks, or 
organic waste from fields such as fields and home gardens. The basic elements in planning 
a compost plant are; to carry out field surveys and feasibility studies and to carry out the 
design by taking into account the conditions such as location, direction, climate data, 
slope; design a covered semi-open facility; choosing the composting method according to 
the conditions; develop a waste use plan and an operation and maintenance plan. Organic 
wastes consisting of materials such as vegetable and animal waste, kitchen waste, paper 
and cardboard; It is a very valuable soil improver that can be reintroduced to nature by 
decaying in the short and/or medium term. The product obtained as a result of compost-
ing will be beneficial as a soil conditioner as well as containing the plant nutrients needed 
by the plants. Organic wastes are very valuable in terms of productivity and nutritional 
value. Many agricultural wastes, from animal manures to walnut and chestnut wastes, 
from vegetable wastes to corn and sunflower stalks and tea waste, can be composted and 
used as soil physical and chemical improvers and for the nutrient needs of plants. How-
ever, these lignocellulose rich waste while contain valuable humid husk, on the other 
hand has a phytotoxic risk sourcing from the phenolic compounds existing in the branches 
and leaves which are hardly biodegradable in the agricultural soils as they used freshly 
[2] (Makas et al., 2000) and the phenol content can be reach high amounts [3] (Kir et al., 
2021). Therefore, composting is essential for this kind of cases and recycling these waste 
to compost may poses soil protection and environment, as well. Because composting is a 
relatively flexible process, it is necessary to decide between alternative methods, locations 
and materials. The economic capacity aspects of the farm as well as the physical con-
straints of the site are decisive factors for the composting method when making decisions. 
Europe’s soils are losing organic matter at an unsustainable rate due to land use changes, 
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modern agricultural practices and climate change. It is estimated that almost half of Eu-
ropean soil has low organic matter content, which reduces its ability to retain water and 
nutrients, and to store carbon. Primarily, this reduces the productivity of the land and 
farmers’ ability to grow crops. Application of bio-waste or green compost, which probably 
a useful source of “stable” organic matter in the soil.  

Best management practices identified during the demonstration showed that a 30- to 
40-ton rate of composted material and a 15- to 20-ton rate of wood chips that are chipped 
to about the size of a quarter are optimal. Results were greater when material was disked 
or tucked into the top layer of the soil profile, as compared to being surface applied. Farm-
ers benefit from application of this material because of higher yields, less chemical use, 
erosion control, and increased organic matter [4] (Koopmans and Zanen, 2007). Since soils 
are poor in organic matter, in general, organic matter storage and conversion; mineraliza-
tion. A well-known positive effects of compost on soil structure, aggregate stability and 
water holding capacity are crucial in terms of improving the important parameters that 
will affect the fertility of agricultural soils.  

Compost improves soil health and structure. In a quality structure that does not con-
tain weed seeds that maintain their vitality, it both plays a role in suppressing weeds and 
does not carry new weeds to the soil. There are beneficial microorganisms in compost and 
these organisms have an effect on soil fertility and prevention of soil diseases. Compost 
reduces the bulk weight of the soil and increases the water holding capacity of the soil. In 
this way, soil fertility and water infiltration capacity increase. If the compost is obtained 
in high quality, it attracts attention as an organic fertilizer with a significant amount of 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium, which reacts slowly [5] (Alburquerque et al., 2012). 
It also contains micro elements. It also shows a buffering effect against high levels of min-
eral fertilization. Thus, the primary benefit of compost is that it improves soil structure 
and properties providing easy aeration and easy processing of the soil, increases the water 
holding capacity of the soil and prevents salinization in dry seasons. Buffers toxins and 
heavy metals in the soil. Compost provides the rehabilitation of polluted soils and most 
importantly regulates the pH balance of the soil. Soil pH is essential in the uptake of plant 
nutrients from the soil solution. 

The use of “peat” in seedlings and nurseries is common in our country as well as all 
over the world. However, risky, dangerous and permanent losses occur for nature in wet-
lands where material is removed from peat fields. The widespread use of quality compost 
instead of “peat” will be an important step in nature protection and sustainable environ-
mental health [6, 3] [Gruda, 2019; Kir et al., 2021]. The success to be achieved in many 
project activities are an important start in this regard [7] [Clark and Cavigelli, 2005]. Be-
sides, many countries have rising concerns phase-out peat mainly with green compost. In 
this respect, the UK government announced reduction peat usage until 2025.  

Compost is also one of the leading measures to be taken for climate change and plays 
an important role in sequestration of carbon in soils. The environmental protection made 
by the use of compost by the carbon held by the peat beds in the earth is increasing expo-
nentially. Recent studies report successful results in replacing compost with peat [8] Raviv 
2015). Composting process results in a mixture of organic carbon compounds that con-
tribute to the soil’s carbon pool. Strategies to tackle climate change in the past few years 
have also emphasised the potential ‘sequestration’ of carbon in soils connected to use of 
soil improvers. At the EU level, the report ‘Soils and climate change’ has drawn attention 
to the key role of carbon pools in soils in the global carbon balance, and the potential for 
sequestration to mitigate climate change. In one of its latest reports of [9] IPCC released 
in 2021, called attention to the need to preserve and increase soil organic matter to mitigate 
climate change.  

Among the certified organic crop productions in Turkey, olive tree ranks as approx-
imately 8% of the total organic plant production and is the largest proportion of horticul-
tural crops, while the organic pepper is low [10] ( Willer et al., 2020). Additionally, to 
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include residual plant materials into the circular economy recycling of the fruit tree prun-
ing branches is a fundamental action on earth against carbon producing activities to dis-
pose of the great amount of garbage, because, for instance, calculated average coefficient 
olive pruning is approximately 34 kg per tree, annually, in Turkey [11] ( Cicek et al., 2021).    

From 66 countries exporting peat, the value amounts to $1.35 billion per year, 
whereas the imports of peat exceeded $1.43 billion in 121 countries in 2019 [12] (Anony-
mous, 2020). For use in growing media, it is the combination of the physical, chemical and 
biological characteristics of peat that has made it exceptionally suitable as a growing me-
dium, with the physical structure allowing for an appropriate balance of air and water 
(air-filled porosity) in the medium to facilitate healthy root growth and the cation ex-
change capacity of the organic material prevents leaching of mobile nutrients [13] (Bek et 
al 2020). However, UK Government announced that peat will be banned in horticultural 
production because of the concerns of the peatlands carbon sequestration capacity [14] 
(Anonymous, 2021) This development can be leading effects in all over the world.  

The objective of the current study was to investigate the compost which was sourced 
“70% (v.v-1) olive pruning + 10% (v.v-1) aromatic and medicinal plant + 18% (v.v-1) grass 
clippings” effect on soil organic matter (SOM) and soil organic carbon (SOC) in organic 
pepper production as a soil organic fertiliser and olive saplings vegetative performance 
as a growing media. The reduced fresh animal fertiliser (2%, v.v-1) used compost was tar-
geted, initially; thus, the tested compost was, mainly, plant based. Testing effects of com-
post carbon sequestration and total organic matter in soil of the organic pepper produc-
tion is in conjunction with global warming issue is crucial topic demanding local datasets 
and scientific results to ensure a contribution to reduce of atmospheric carbon dioxide 
which is a main problem according to many publications. On the other hand, a substrate, 
in general and at farm level, is not fertilised in young olive tree chain of production, trade 
and even in gardener site that saplings were planted in Turkey. Thus, compost could be a 
good solution as an olive sapling substrate in replacement of peat which is highly conten-
tious input.  

2. Materials and Methods  

2.1. Olive Sapling Pot Trial (12 month) Method 
The trial was carried out under controlled conditions at the Olive Research Institute 

(ORI) in Bornova (Izmir, Turkey). This paper describes the 12 months of the growing pe-
riod of the saplings, from April 2019 to April 2020 and the saplings are expected to be 
ready for planting in field by the end of April 2021. 4-month-old saplings were cv. ‘Gem-
lik’ (Olea europaea L.) were used as the planting material. This is a cultivar of widespread 
use in Turkey and it is known to be easily rooted [15, 16] (Ozkaya, 1997; Ozkaya and Ce-
lik,1999). The plants were grown in a greenhouse where the temperature was kept be-
tween16 and 28 0C.  

The trial was conducted using a randomised plot design with 4 replications and 4 
treatments. Each replicate was composed of 48 pots and hence there was a total of 192 pots 
(4 replications x 4 treatments x 12 pots). The following growing media treatments were 
compared:  

1) (COMP) compost made from locally available plant waste material (chipped olive 
branch pruning 70% v/v, medicinal and aromatic plant residues 10% v/v, grass cut-
tings18% v/v and, horse manure 2% v/v; (compost used in pots: 100% v/v); 

2)(FIBRE) mixture of chippedand extruded (to fibre) olive branch pruning (50% ex-
truded+ 50% non-extrudedchipped material, v/v),  

3)(SAND)a commercial mixture (sand 90%+vermiculite 10%, v/v)(control), and  
4)(PEAT+) a commercial mixture) (peat 40% +coco coir 40% +perlite20%, v/v)(con-

trol).  
SAND and PEAT+ were both commercially available growing media for olive sap-

lingswith a widespread use in Turkey. Both controls are permitted for use in certificated 

Preprints (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 20 January 2022                   doi:10.20944/preprints202201.0308.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202201.0308.v1


 5 of 16 
 

 

organic production, and they are not amended with any mineral or organic fertilisers or 
any beneficial microorganisms. For the extrusion, chipped olive branch pruning material 
was sent to Leibniz Institute for Agricultural Engineering and Bioeconomy (ATB) in Pots-
dam, Germany [17] (Dittrich, 2021). After the extrusion, the fibre material was sent back 
to Turkey to be used in the study. The extruded fibre was subject to pre-testing in 10 pots 
with olive saplings, out of which no plant survived, where asthe 10 by 10 saplings pre-
tested with COMP, SAND, and PEAT+ had survival rates of 95%, 100%, and 100%. Chem-
ical analysis of the substrates revealed a need to apply additional nutrients to the FIBRE-
treatment and this was done by application of freeze-dried fish powder and vermicom-
post tea, both inputs permitted for use in organic growing. No fertiliser was added to any 
of the other treatments at the start of the experiment. Young trees are known to need 
higher rates of phosphorus and potassium than nitrogento establish a strong root system. 
The fish fertiliser was derived from haddock (Merlangius euxmus) which had been freeze-
dried and ground to a powder (supplying 75 mg P2O5 per pot), before planting and 1 
month after planting. Additionally, locally produced, commercially available, and organic 
certified vermicompost tea (supplying100 mg N, 200 mg P2O5, 200 mg K2O per 5 litre pot), 
Bacillus spp. (6x107cfu/ml), and Glomus spp. (1x104cfu/g) were applied. Glomus was only 
applied 1 month after planting, whereas the tea and Bacillus were applied at planting and 
after 1 month. The extrusion procedure of twin-screw-extruder [Model MSZK B90e (Leh-
man Maschinenbau GmbH, Jocketa, Germany)] for five month aged chipped olive branch 
pruning was explained in detail in a publication released in 2021 [17] (Dittrich, 2021).  

The compost (COMP) was made from 70% (by volume) chipped olive branch prun-
ings, 10% (v.v-1) chipped medicinal and aromatic plant residues 18% (v.v-1) freshly cut 
grass from a lawn at ORI and 2% horse manure was applied as an activator to facilitate 
initiation of self-heating and aerobic decomposition by microorganisms. The compost 
windrow was set up in April-2021. After 2 months, a Trichoderma fungus isolated from 
forest soil was added. Application of the Trichoderma was conducted by a motorized back 
sprayer (1.2 mm drop diameter) after 2 months of composting. Green mycelium indicating 
occurrence of the Tricoderma was observed on 25th April 2019, showing that the inoculation 
was successful. On 23rd May 2019, the first Coprinus sp. mushrooms were found on the 
compost. Coprinus spp. species are known as cellulose enzyme producing fungi. During 
24-27th September 2019, isolated bacteria from a free-range goat stomach were isolated and 
applied to the windrow as described for Trichoderma. The goat stomach bacteria and 
Trichoderma species have cellulase enzymes, which are known to be beneficial for achiev-
ing a mature compost. Coprinus spp. species can also produce cellulose enzymes [18, 19, 
20] (Rai et al., 1989; Seo et al., 2013; Liu et al., 2019). When composting process completely 
finalised (this means temperature reduced) passed through a 2-5 mm sieve before appli-
cation. 

The following analyses were performed on all of the media (PEAT+, COMP, FIBRE) 
treatments at the initial stage and after 12 months: pH [21] (TS 9104, TSI, 1991), electrical 
conductivity (EC) [22] (TSE, 9106, TSE, 1991), organic matter [23] (TS 9103, TSE, 1991). 
Total nitrogen (N) was determined by Dumas Method [24] (McGeehan and Naylor, 1988). 
Samples were digested with hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) and nitric acid (HNO3) in a micro-
wave oven, before determination of phosphorus (P), potassium (K), calcium (Ca), magne-
sium (Mg), iron (Fe), copper (Cu), manganese (Mn), zinc (Zn), and boron (B) in the filtrate 
with ICP-OES [25] (Zarcinas et al., 1987). In contrast, for the SAND samples, pH (1:2.5 
soil/water)and electrical conductivity [26] (EC, McLean, 1982) were measures as well as 
lime (Scheibler calcimeter), [27] (Caglar, 1949); organic matter (Walkley–Black method)  
[28] (Jackson, 1962), total-N (Dumas); Olsen-P (0.5 M NaHCO3 pH: 8.5; [29] (Olsen et al. 
1954), ammonium-acetatete extractable K, Ca, and Mg; DTPA (diethylenetriamine pen-
taacetic acid)-extractable Fe, Cu, Mn, Zn [30] (Lindsay and Norvell 1978);  and B extracted 
by 0.01 M mannitol + 0.01 M calcium chloride [31] (Kacar and Fox, 1966). Analysis of the 
physical characteristics; bulk density (picnometric) [32] (Blake and Hartge, 1986), water 
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holding capacity [33] (U.S. Salinity Lab. Staff, 1954), easily available water and water buff-
ering capacity [34] (Puustjarvi, 1969), air capacity [33, 35] (U.S.Salinity Lab. 1954, De Boodt 
et al., 1973), and particle density [36] (Sheldrick and Wang, 1993) .  

The pots were irrigated regularly by application to each pot of a volume of water 
calculated to provide 50% of moisture of each substrate (FIBRE: 400 ml/week, COMP: 400 
ml/week, SAND: 800 ml/week, PEAT+: 500 ml/week). Following the data moisture–meter 
(Reotemp) irrigation frequency of the different treatments was applied.  While FIBRE ir-
rigation intervals of application were usually less than once a week, for the SAND treat-
ment the irrigation frequency was the highestat 2 times a week.  

The statistical analysis was carried out with the software SAS (2007) JMP©, Version 7 
(SAS Institute, Cary, NC, USA) [37] [SAS, 2007]. A two-factor hierarchical analysis of var-
iance with inequality of variance for treatments between the samples of trial were carried 
out. Statistical differences between mean values were determined using T-Students and 
Tukey’s significant difference test at P < 0.05. A correlation matrix correlation coefficient 
was used to understand the relationships among the investigated parameters. Also, mul-
tiple pairwise comparisons of treatments for all materials were conducted as well as mul-
tiple pairwise comparisons within one sample for different sample settings.  

2.2. Pepper Trial (24-month, 2- season) Method 
The trial was carried out under certified organic experimental open fields of the In-

stitution. The locations were in Menemen (1st season) and in Tire (2nd season) (Izmir, Tur-
key). This paper describes the two summer seasons of the growing period of the pepper 
(Capsicum annuum L., cv. Yalova Yaglik-28), from April 2019 to October 2020 in Mediter-
ranean Climatic conditions. The organic seed of the ‘Yalova Yaglik-28’ standard variety 
was used to produce seedlings as the transplants in the Institute.  

The trial was conducted using a factorial randomised plot design with 4 replications 
and 6 treatments. Factors were compost used (COMP+) and non-compost used (COMP-). 
Each replicate was composed of 6 plots and hence there was a total of 48 plots (2 factors x 
4 replications x 6 treatments). Totally, 80 plants made up each plot (5 m x (70 cm x ~30 
cm)) for two years in rotation with cabbage (Brassica oleracea L.) crop.  

To determine the fertilizer to be applied quantity (Table ?) two parameters were 
taken as the base; 
 The nitrogen content of the soil in the experimental locations 
 The nitrogen content of the compost to be used in COMP+ site and  
 pepper crop nitrogen demand  

Each experimental plot soil was monitored seasonally and soil samples were col-
lected;  

(a) before planting and (b) after the last harvest)  
The sampling of the soils of 0-30 cm was performed in 2 depths in both factorial de-

signed 48 plots, separately;  
A: 0-15 cm (This was sampled as A1:0-5cm and A2:5-15cm in each plot to perform 

phthalate analysis which has not given in this article).  
B: 15-30 cm  
Compost was applied only to the COMP+ (factor 1) (for composting process of the 

COMP please see “olive sapling pot trial part”) plots 15 days before plantation into the 
subsoil using rotator machine. The doses of the compost were 35 Mg. ha-1 in 2019 (Mene-
men Province) and 45 Mg. ha-1 in 2020 (Tire Province). 

During the vegetation periods of pepper (15th April-15th October) the applied “drip 
irrigation” water was determined as 392 mm in 2019 (Menemen). However, because of 
pandemic conditions in 2020 “furrow irrigation” was applied in Tire Province of Izmir 
(Turkey) and 648 mm irrigation water was measured.  
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Table X. Commercial Fertilisation programme of COPM+ and COMP- in pepper trial sites. 
 

* Organically Certified, liquid, in the IFOAM and OMRI list and local production. 
 
Irrigation was applied as field water capacity reduced 50±5% in the soils (0-30) of the 

trial sites. Cultural practices were implemented for prevention of pest occurred, but it was 
not reached economic threshold in both years. No any disease incidence was observed in 
both growth seasons. Weed control was performed manually and monthly weed suppres-
sion observation data was recorded which is not given in this article. The soil temperature 
and moisture content were also recorded 2 times a month in each plot.  

The mulch material used to compare in the trials were produced in Poland (CUT, 
Czestochowa University of Technology, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering and Com-
puter Science) and sent to Turkey (ORI, Izmir, Turkey) to be used in the experiments un-
der the framework of the Organic-PLUS Project (GA 774349).  

The initial and after last harvest of the pepper plots, soil was sampled (0-30 cm; A:0-
15 cm and B: 15-30 cm) in each plot analysis were performed according to [38, 39, 40, 41, 
42, 43, 44] [Kellogg (1952); Evliya (1964); Akalan (1965); Loue (1968); Olsen and Dean 
(1965); Pizer (1967); Follet and Lindsay (1970)]. Soil total organic carbon (SOC) was deter-
mined by a modified Walkley-Black procedure as described by [45] Nelson and Sommers 
(1982). Cation exchange capacity (CEC) (soil cation adsorption capacity) [46] (Soil Survey 
Staff, 1975), OMEI (organic matter stability efficiency index: maximum value 1) [47] 

Application 
area of 

Fertiliser 
Year Season 

Content of Applied Certified Organic 
Commercial Fertilisers* 

Soil 
Menemen site 

2019 
 

Early April 
 

 
A- Totally 0.9 lt.ha-1.year-1 Compost Tea  

(Derived from plants)  
35% (w.w-1) Organic matter 
24% (w.w-1) Organic Carbon 
2.5% (w.w-1) Total Nitrogen 

B- Totally 0.8 lt.ha-1.year-1 N and P, 
 (Bacilullus subtilis 1x109 KOB.ml-1;  

Baciullus megaterium 1x108 KOB.ml-1) 
C-  Totally 1.2 lt.ha-1.year-1 K 

 (15% (w.w-1)a Organic matter 
6% (w.w-1) Organic Carbon 

1% (w.w-1) Water soluble K2O) 
 

A- Totally 0.9 lt.ha-1.year-1 Compost Tea  
(Derived from plants)  

35% (w.w-1) Organic matter 
24% (w.w-1) Organic Carbon 
2.5% (w.w-1) Total Nitrogen 

B- Totally 0.8 lt.ha-1.year-1 N and P, 
 (Bacilullus subtilis 1x109 KOB.ml-1;  

Baciullus megaterium 1x108 KOB.ml-1) 
C-  Totally 1.2 lt.ha-1.year-1 K 

 (15% (w.w-1)a Organic matter 
6% (w.w-1) Organic Carbon 

1% (w.w-1) Water soluble K2O) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soil 
Tire site 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late April 
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(Adani et al. 1997), and the biological stability of compost expressed as the oxygen uptake 
rate (OUR = mg O2 kg OM-1 h-1) were also determined [48] (Adani et al. 2004). 

 
The statistical analysis was carried out with the software SAS (2007) JMP©, Version 7 

(SAS Institute, Cary, NC, USA) [37] [SAS, 2007]. A two-factor hierarchical analysis of var-
iance with inequality of variance for treatments between the samples of trial were carried 
out. Statistical differences between mean values were determined using T-Students and 
Tukey’s significant difference test at P < 0.05. A correlation matrix correlation coefficient 
was used to understand the relationships among the investigated parameters. Also, mul-
tiple pairwise comparisons of treatments for all materials were conducted as well as mul-
tiple pairwise comparisons within one sample for different sample settings.  

The following treatments were compared in the pepper trial:  
1) C (Control (weeded)) 
2) CNW (Control (non - weeded))  
3) P (Plastic mulch (petroleum sourced)) 
4) CUT 1 (Biodegradable mulch No:1) 
5) CUT 2 (Biodegradable mulch No:2, In Menemen Province, 1st season)  

(In Tire Province, 2nd season: CUT 3 (Biodegradable mulch No:3)) 
6) OP (Chipped Olive branch pruning (thickness on the soil surface: 5 cm)) 

  
Field plan of the pepper trials is as follows in Menemen (2019) and Tire (2020) Provinces:  
    

Replication 
Plot No/ 

Abbrevation of the 
treatment 

Replication 
Plot No/ 

Abbrevation of the 
treatment 

II 7 /C I 1 /CNW 

II 8 /CNW I 2 /OP 

II 9 /P I 3 /P 

II 10 /OP I 4 /CUT2 

II 11 /CUT1  I 5 /C 

II 12 /CUT2 I 6 /CUT1 

IV 19 /CNW III 13 /CUT2 

IV 20 /CUT1 III 14 /CUT1 

IV 21 /CUT2 III 15 /OP 

IV 22 /OP III 16 /CNW 

IV 23 /C III 17/ P 

IV 24 /P III 18 /C 

 

3. Results 
3.1. Compost Results  

The results of stabile compost physical, physiochemical and chemical analysis were 
presented in 6-month pot trial evaluation released in a publication in 2021 [3] (Kir et al., 
2021) except TOC, NH4-N, NO3-N, CEC, OUR, and IMEI Table ?. The compost quality 
was found compatible with the local and international legislations. When the composting 
was initiated by irrigation on 15th April 2020 the material C: N ratio was calculated as 36.5: 
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1, but after 8-month process, the compost was a black-dark brown coloured, easily dis-
persed material and the smell was like “Geosmin”. Initial materials used and the method 
for composting significantly influence the nutritional quality and C: N ratio; so that the 
maturation was verified by C: N ratio [49] (US Composting Council, 1997; [50]  Kirch-
mann and Witter, 1989) which was determined as 12.3: 1. The maximum measurement of 
the compost temperature was recorded as 48 0C within the first 15 days of composting and 
72 0C in 34 days in the core point of the pile. Moreover, IMEI with its close figure to 1 
showed that the compost is stable [47] (Adani et al., 1997). 

 
 
Table X. Physical and chemical analysis of the COMP (Initial) in dry matter. 
 

Parameter COMP (Initial) Parameter COMP (Initial) 
Moisture (%) 39.4 Ca (%) 2.9 

pH 8.2 Mg (%) 0.4 
EC (µS/cm) 570 Fe (ppm) 8132 

OM (%) 58 Mn (ppm) 332.8 

C (%) 26.9 Zn (ppm) 89.6 
TOC (g.kg-1) 189.7 Cu (ppm) 28.7 

N (%) 2.2 B (ppm) 43.7 
NH4-N (%) 0.6 Na (ppm) 280 

NO3-N (%) 0.7 Mo (ppm) 0.9 

C/N 12.3 Cd (ppm) 0.3 
OUR (mg O2 kg OM-1 ha-1) 350 Co (ppm) 4.1 

IMEI 0.8 Cr (ppm) 51.6 
CEC (me.100g-1) 0.1 Ni (ppm) 28.2 

P (%) 0.1 Pb (ppm) 7.9 

K (%) 1.4 Al (ppm) 12936 
 

Physical characteristics; bulk density (picnometric), water holding capacity, easily 
available water and water buffering capacity, air capacity, and particle density were 
reported in the 3 Kir et al.,2021. According to results, compost physical quality found as 
good as peat. 

3.2. Olive Sapling Pot Trial (12 month) Results 
The results presented in Table ? Compost was found the best in LAR, NR, and NLB 

vegetative parameters. Additionally, compost also was determined in the same group with 
PEAT+ in NMB, MBL, DRW. The result about the LTR showed that FIBRE was the best, 
while its density in the same group with COMP.  

3.3. Pepper Trial (24-month, 2- season) ) Results 
In the experiment the application rate of N did not exceed 170 kg ha-1. year-1 in the 

soil of the sites while the pepper N demand higher than that limit in many publications. 
The soil initial physical and chemical parameters were showed in Table?. It can be stated 
that the locations resembling one an another and not have a great difference were deter-
mined in terms of soil nutritional structure. According to climatic conditions, Menemen 
and Tire Provinces of Izmir temperature and humidity almost same in 2019 and 2020.  
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Table X. Statistically different vegetative parameters of the 12-month olive sapling pot trial (2019-2020). 
 

Treatment 
Plant  

height  
(PH)(cm) 

Number 
of main 

branches 
per plant 
(NMB)* 

Number 
of lateral 
branches 
per plant 
(NLB)* 

Main 
Branch 
length 
(MBL) 
(cm)* 

Fresh  
Plant 

volume 
(FPV) 
(cm3)* 

Dried root 
weight 
(DRW) 

(g)* 

Number 
of roots 
(NR)* 

Length of  
architecture 

(density)  
root  

(LAR)(cm)* 

Dried 
plant 

weight 
(DPW) 

(g)* 

 Length  
of total  

root  
(LTR)  
(cm) 

 
 
 

FIBRE 30.23 C 2.00 B 4.13 B 17.17 B 370.10 C 14.40 B 33.47AB 4.50 AB 22.67 B  25.18 A  

COMP 
35.70 B 2.13 AB 8.76 A 19.47 AB 707.61 B 15.00 AB 36.21 A 4.84 A 28.75 

AB 
 16.93 B  

PEAT+ 
42.70 A 2.58 A 7.33 A 23.81 A 1028.56 A 15.38 AB 30.75 C 3.73 B 29.63 

AB 
 12.37 C  

SAND 34.33 BC 2.33 AB 5.17 B 18.31 B 556.52 B 20.00 A 27.50 C 3.75 B 31.87 A  17.40 B  

CV (5%) 19.67 3.95 11.68 12.39 18.99 12.84 13.10 6.18 13.59  18.65  
*Square root transformation was applied. 
 
 
Table X. Initial soil (0-30 cm) physical and chemical parameter results in dry matter (DM) in the locations. 

Parameter (DM) 
                   2019 
               Menemen site 

   2020 
Tire site 

Soil depth Evaluation 0-15 cm 15-30 cm Evaluation 0-15 cm 15-30 cm 
Texture Loamy     Loamy      Loamy       Loamy     Loamy       Loamy 

pH Slightly alkaline 7.63 7.67 Notr 6.90 6.93 

EC (mS.cm-1) No risk 0.46 0.47 No risk 0.28 0.28 
CaCO3 (%) Limy 4.73 4.80 Low 1.83 1.87 

OM (%) Low 1.73 1.65 Low 1.18 1.01 
Total N (%) Very Low 0.05 0.05 Very Low 0.09 0.07 

TOC (Mg.ha-1) Low 14.91 10.26 Low 18.56 13.79 

(Available) P2O5 (mg.kg-1) Very Low 2.61 2.50 Low 3.13 3.06 
 Available K (mg.kg-1) Low 195.93 193.00 Very Low 44.64 42.21 

Available Ca (mg.kg-1) Very High 4447.30 4465.60 Medium 2283.36 2190.30 
Available Na (mg.kg-1) Low 57.64 49.50 Low 33.29 41.29 

Available Mg (mg.kg-1) High 280.75 289.10 High 307.02 308.34 

Available Fe (mg.kg-1)      Low 1.98 2.05 Sufficient 16.57 17.51 
Available Mn (mg.kg-1) Sufficient 6.85 6.88 Sufficient 6.37 7.75 

Available Zn (mg.kg-1) Low 0.33 0.27 Low 0.38 0.43 
Available Cu (mg.kg-1) Sufficient 2.90 3.20 Sufficient 0.96 0.98 

Available B (mg.kg-1) Sufficient 1.68 1.67 Sufficient 1.14 1.06 
*Average of the replications. 
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Compost application (COMP+) in pepper production has increased total organic mat-

ter and soil organic carbon, significantly (p<0.05) as compared to not any local compost 
used plots (COMP-) in those two locations. Furthermore, average total organic matter con-
tent increase was obtained approximately “0.5” higher than in COM+ factor’s OP treat-
ment plots in both locations.  

In the experiments, the difference of SOM and SOC between the composted (COMP+) 
and non-composted (COMP-) factors and each treatment (different mulch materials) was 
searched by applying the paired t-test Table ??.. The SOM and SOC were correlated well 
with pepper yields of COMP+ factor showed in Table ??.;  however, the results not found 
as high correlated as COMP-. The min and maximum SOC content of the experiments 
were ranged between 8.96 M 

 
Table X. Soil (A: 0-15 cm) average SOM and SOC parameter paired t test results in 
between the COMP+ (compost applied) and COMP- (compost not applied) in the 
locations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Table X. Pepper yield correlations with SOM and SOC in the COMP+ in Menemen 
(2019) and Tire (2020). 

Locations Treatments SOM (0-15 cm) SOC (0-15 cm) 
Menemen(2019) C 0.22 0.16 

 CNW 0.36 0.23 

 P 0.58* 0.38* 
 CUT1 0.59* 0.42* 

 CUT2 0.62* 0.54* 
 OP 0.89* 0.61* 

Tire (2020) C 0.18 0.13 

 CNW 0.30 0.20 
 P 0.43* 0.35* 

 CUT1 0.50* 0.40* 
 CUT3 0.69* 0.54* 

 OP 0.75* 0.74* 

*Significantly important at p<0.05 level 

Factor Locations Treatments Pepper yield correlation 
   SOM SOC 

COMP+ Menemen (2019) C 0.24 0.29 
  CNW 0.16 0.19 

  P 0.38 0.24 
  CUT1 0.78* 0.68* 

  CUT2 0.51 0.42 

  OP 0.89* 0.88* 
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*Significantly important at p<0.05 level 

4. Discussion 
4.1. Compost   

According to the FAO [51], agricultural greenhouse gas emissions will increase by 
4% by 2030, with more than 80% of this increase coming from animal husbandry, increas-
ing the trend towards plant-based alternatives to reduce the carbon footprint. Reducing 
food loss and waste through a consistent set of policies and investments in food produc-
tion, harvesting, handling, packaging, storage, transportation, processing and marketing 
has been identified by FAO as one of the key policy areas to enable food supply chains to 
reduce the cost of nutritious food. Authors should discuss the results and how they can 
be interpreted from the perspective of previous studies and of the working hypotheses. 
The findings and their implications should be discussed in the broadest context possible. 
Future research directions may also be highlighted.  

Moreover, according to the VMR https://www.verifiedmarketresearch.com/ report 
[52], the global vegan fast food market size was valued at $17 billion in 2020, expected to 
reach $40.3 billion by 2028 and 11.4% between 2021 and 2028. Additionally, plant based 
and agro-industrial waste reduction and recycling them by composting has rising interest 
worldwide.  

Considering above mentioned topics, in this study the lignocellulose based compost 
effects were investigated. The proportion of the horse manure minimized as 2%. However, 
the interest should be given more deeply to phase out “manure” from initial materials in 
composting in the near future. The “totally plant sourced compost” might be one of the 
soil fertility and plant nutrition product to produce organic crops to supply “Vegan or-
ganic market rising demand”. Thus, concerning with “vegan” organic production and 
plant nutritional inputs may be the target and a fruitful market of the possible developing 
countries such as Turkey. On the other hand, olive tree pruning material is at the enor-
mous amount in the country to be recycled by composting. These plant garbage is not 
using any industry and may be the biggest problem of the farmers to be get rid of them in 
terms of labor cost, because prune of the trees should be done in every 2-year-intervals 
most of the olive varieties in Turkey. For this reason, tree pruning residuals have inciner-
ated in many countries in Mediterranean Region which is pollutant source of carbon di-
oxide in air and detrimental for soil biodiversity according to many publications.  

4.1. Olive Sapling Pot Trial (12 month)  

The compost successful capability as a growing media in olive saplings as we 
compared to peat and sand based substrates can be attributed the stability and maturity 
properties of the on farm compost.  

 

 

 Tire (2020) C 0.10 0.21 
  CNW 0.12 0.15 

  P 0.57* 0.66* 

  CUT1 0.59* 0.63* 
  CUT3 0.87* 0.88* 

  OP 0.91* 0.85* 
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4.2. Pepper Trial (24-month, 2- season) )  

Pepper grown in soil amended with compost exhibited a higher SOC content than plants 
cropped in not on farm compost soil. Similarly, [53], Flisc et al., 2009 reported that green 
compost SOC content (in kg per t) (fresh substance) is 214, whereas composted manure’s 
SOC is 106. Our [54, 55, 56], Lal (1986, 2001,2020), stated that the solution of carbon seques-
tration can be achieved as we incorporate 2% carbon into the terrestrial sites, because 
“compost” is carbon rich material when it is considered possible initiatives showed in 
Table? 

 
Table X. C/N ratios of some organic materials 

 
Type of waste C/N  Source 

Grass Clippings 9-25 
12-15 
19 

[57] (Rynk, 1992) 
[58] (Diaz et al., 1993) 
[59] (Gotaas, 1956) 

Leaf (green) 41 [60] (Haug, 1993) 

Leaf (dry) 40-80 [57] (Rynk,1992) 
Kitchen waste 14-16 [57] (Rynk, 1992) 

Mixed domestic waste 13-31 [61] (Epstein, 1997) 

Sawdust 200-500 
200-750 
85 

[58] (Diaz et al.,1993) 
[57] (Rynk,1992) 
[62] (Sussman,1984) 

  
Thus, carbon rich material containing compost may show and influence to establish-

ment of strong correlations between pepper yield and SOC.  

5. Conclusions 

There are increasing concerns about peat and animal manure replacement with plant 
based inputs in ecological production in Europe. Among possible alternative markets the 
organic "vegan products" could be a way of trade for developing countries such as Turkey. 
The improvement of the country's export in relation with enhancing plant based garbage 
recycling to obtain co-compost may be contributing in organic movements. In this study, 
mature and stable compost influenced on SOM, SOC in pepper (Capsicum annuum L.) trial 
and vegetative parameters in olive (Olea europaea L) sapling pot trial, positively, which 
means reducing carbon release to air. 

Stable and mature on-farm produced green compost which is made up of 98% plant 
residues has capacity to increase crop yield and quality under organic management, as it 
is used regularly and in a long-term application preferable. However, increasing concerns 
on the quality compost replacement of peat in horticultural seedlings and saplings need 
further research in every crop species. Additionally, it can be assumed that rising attention 
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is expected to be given soil organic matter building methods in agricultural soils in rela-
tion to soil organic carbon sequestration and climate change mitigation. It is concluded 
that using of non-fertilized compost as a substrate was resulted to the best root develop-
ment of olive saplings as it is compared to commercial 40% peat, commercial sand, and 
fibre after a year from the saplings planted into the pots. The shortened and low ammo-
nium volatilization promoted composting procedure should be investigated, furtherly. 

It is also concluded that SOC controlled by carbon rich material such as compost and 
fresh chipped pruning material amendment to agricultural soils. However, challenges 
have still remain concerning the composting procedure which release ammonium gas to 
the air needed long period of time as 8-month period, even if it is better than 2-year time 
period, in “on-farm pile composting method”, the study demonstrated that mature and 
lignocellulose based compost application as a soil conditioner support and capacity to the 
reduced harmful gases release, especially carbon dioxide which has much more propor-
tion as compared the rest of the greenhouses, in the atmosphere on earth. Fractions of the 
SOC should be investigated in different doses of compost application under organic man-
agement to widen the insight of the issues. 
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