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Abstract—Fault diagnosis of the gearbox is a decisive part
of the modern industry to find the many gearbox defects like
gear tooth crack, chipped or broken etc. But sometimes, the
nonstationary properties of vibration signal and low energy of
minimal faults makes this procedure very challenging. Previously,
many types of techniques have been developed for gearbox
condition monitoring. But most of the methods are dealing with
conventional techniques of the gearbox condition monitoring,
such as time-domain analysis or frequency domain analysis. Most
of the conventional methods are not suitable for the nonstationary
vibration signal. Thus, this paper presents a novel gearbox
fault diagnosis technique using conditional temporal moments
and optimizable support vector machine (SVM). This work also
presents an integrated features extraction technique based on
the standard features, i.e., statistical and spectral features with
the combinations of moments features. The impact of the four
conditional temporal moments of each gearbox conditions is
also presented. This work shows that the proposed method
successfully classifies and categorizes the gearbox faults at an
early stage.

Index Terms—Conditional temporal moments, Optimizable
support vector machine (SVM), Gearbox fault diagnosis, Vibra-
tion analysis.

I. INTRODUCTION

Gearbox is one of the most crucial elements of any
machinery, such as the automotive, turbine [1]–[3]. Due to
extreme load and colossal friction, the gearbox often displays
some irregular behaviour known as a gearbox failure [1],
[2]. The gearbox’s failure occurs mainly due to an internal
fault related to the gear tooth’s deterioration or damage [1],
[2]. The gearbox’s vibration study is a meaningful way to
detect faults, and the constant observation of the gearbox
vibration signals detects the exact gearbox failure, which said
the apparatus’ imperfection to schedule the best possible to
maintain a strategic gap from the surprising shutdown [1], [2].

Various sophisticated signal processing approaches can
successfully evaluate the vibration signal with or without
nonlinearity to diagnose the gearbox faults [4]–[6]. Several

features need to be determined from the vibration signal
to consider the fault characteristics’ behaviour [7]–[9].
Numerous machine learning techniques are presently used to
extract, select, and classify the gearbox’s vibration features
[7]–[9]. Currently, the support vector machine (SVM) is a
commonly used AI technique for gearbox fault diagnosis
[10], [11].

An evident and correct knowledge of the vibration signal
about its impacts is vital for the smooth diagnosis of
the gearbox faults. Countless time domain and frequency
domain signal preprocessing methods can remove the
non-linear effects, i.e., noise, from the vibration signal
such as TSA [12], [13], energy operator [2], [14]. Also,
various typical frequency domain assessments are available
to analyze the gearbox faults, but these cannot determine
the vibration response’s time-varying frequency behaviour [4].

Time-frequency moments provide an economical way to
describe the vibration response’s nonstationary and time-
varying frequency behaviour [15]–[20]. The nonstationary
response occurs due to the rotating machines with degraded
internal or external components [1]–[8]. Also, some authors
investigated hyperparameter optimization in classifications
[21]–[31]. Correspondingly, automated machine learning was
used in hyperparameter optimizations [21]–[31].

Therefore, this paper attempts to study a novel fault
diagnosis technique based on the conditional temporal
moments and optimizable support vector machine. This paper
also introduces four conditional time-frequency distribution
for each gearbox state’s vibration response, i.e., healthy,
chipped, and a missing tooth at the speed of 15Hz and
loading condition of 0lb. This work deals with the extraction
of standard and moments features from the gearbox’s
vibration response.
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The paper’s remaining part is presented in this way: in
section II, the experimental setup/data set. Section III, results
and discussion and Section IV, the conclusion of this research
work.

II. EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS

Experimental work was conducted by the MFS, as shown
in Fig. 1. The complete experimental configuration consists of
four main subsystems: MFS, Oros NV gate data acquisition
system, various sensors, and a computer.

Fig. 2 indicates the gears’ faulty conditions used in the
experimental study as a missing tooth and chipped tooth
gearbox. Fig. 3 shows the vibration response of each gearbox
condition. Experimental work was completed with a load of
0lb and a speed of 15 Hz for the healthy, chipped and missing
tooth conditions.

Fig. 1. Experimental setup.

Fig. 2. Faulty gear sets.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

If we assume a density function ρ(x) then from the first
order to forth order [16]–[19]:

Mean, u =

∫
xρ(x) dx (1)

V ariance, δ2 =

∫
(x− u)2ρ(x) dx (2)

Skew,U = 1/δ3
∫
(x− u)3ρ(x) dx (3)

Fig. 3. Vibration response at different fault condition.

Kurtosis,K = 1/δ4
∫

(x− u)4ρ(x) dx (4)

In the Equations 5-8, the define the conditional moments
in terms of ρ(x, y) [16]–[19]:

Mean for a given y

ux|y =

∫
xρ(x|y) dx (5)

Variance for a given y

δ2x|y =

∫
(x− ux|y)2ρ(x|y) dx (6)

Skew for a given y

Ux|y = 1/(δ3x|y)

∫
(x− ux|y)3ρ(x|y) dx (7)

Kurtosis for a given y

Kx|y = 1/(δ4x|y)

∫
(x− ux|y)4ρ(x|y) dx (8)

Where, ρ(x|y) known as the conditional density of x, related
to joint density using Bayes formulations [16]–[19]. Figure
4-6, shows the representations of four conditional temporal
moments of the healthy, chipped and missing tooth gearbox.
Conditional temporal moments catch the changes in time-
varying frequency behaviour of all three conditions of the gear-
box. Findings suggest that these conditional temporal moments
effectively used in the vibration response, which have a simple
physical meaning, are useful for tracking, diagnosing, and
even automatic classification for gearbox faults’ continuous
propagation.

Fig. 7 indicates the conventional fault diagnostic procedure.
However, some improvements are needed in the conventional
procedure to support a smooth diagnosis of gearbox faults due
to several limitations. Fig. 8 shows the proposed schema of
the fault diagnostic procedure. In this work, moment features
have been incorporated with the vibration data’s statistical and
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Fig. 4. Conditional temporal moments of healthy tooth gearbox.

Fig. 5. Conditional temporal moments of chipped tooth gearbox.

Fig. 6. Conditional temporal moments of missing tooth gearbox.

spectral characteristics to diagnose the gearbox faults along
with a precise time-frequency distribution, presented in Fig.
9.

Fig. 7. Conventional fault diagnosis technique.

Fig. 8. Proposed fault diagnosis technique.

In recent years, the research studies on complex and com-
putationally intensive multi-hyperparameter machine learning
models, such as Automated Machine-Learning (AutoML),
has resulted in a resurgence of hyperparameter optimization
research (HPO) [15]–[20].

Automated hyperparameter optimization (HPO) has several
critical use cases, such as (a) HPO can reduce the human work
necessary to implement machine learning. In the sense of Au-
toML, this is especially relevant (b) HPO boost the efficiency
of machine learning algorithms and (c) HPO can strengthen the
reproducibility and integrity of scientific research [15]–[20].

Optimizable SVM was used to classify the moments-
traditional hybrid features. Four conditional temporal mo-
ment features have been determined. The meaningful moment
features, i.e., second moments-variance and third moments-
skewness, have been chosen using the J48 tree algorithm,
presented in Fig. 10 as an input parameter in Optimizable
SVM with conventional features.
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Fig. 9. Proposed features extractions technique.

Fig. 10. Temporal moment features selection using J48 algorithm [13].

Fig. 11 signifies the several observations in each cell which
was a hyperparameter-based advanced SVM classifier. Here,
each cell indicates the three significant cases of features with
the three different gearbox conditions.

Fig. 12 displays the minimum classification error plot for
the optimizable SVM. In this work, the linear kernel function
was used. The four plots are showing in the graphs are
(a) Estimated minimum classification error, (b) best point
hyperparameters, (c) observed minimum classification error
and (d) best point hyperparameters. In [32], more explanations
are demonstrated about minimum classification error plot.
Optimizable SVM reveals 88.9 % efficiency in classification,
significantly improving classification relative to the moments

and conventional classification strategies.

Fig. 11. Confusion matrix of combined features.

Fig. 12. Minimum classification error plot.

IV. CONCLUSION

• This paper presents an experimental study based on
the gearbox fault diagnosis using conditional temporal
moments and optimizable SVM. The presented work was
an experimental attempt to demonstrate the effects of
gearbox vibration’s conditional moments.

• This work also presented the changes in the conditional
temporal moment for the gearbox’s three different cases
at the speed of 15 Hz and loading conditions of 0lb. The
effects of the four moments are observable in Figs 4-6.

• For easy understanding, only one speed and one load con-
dition of the gearbox were considered. Authors believed
that this study could be performed in the more significant
number of cases or conditions of any rotating machinery
for the fault’s diagnosis.

Preprints (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 28 June 2021                   doi:10.20944/preprints202106.0633.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202106.0633.v1


• An AutoML algorithm, hyperparameter optimizable
SVM,was introduced to classify the hybrid features,
i.e., conditional temporal-traditional features, which was
showed 88.9 % accuracy with a minimum classification
error plot, presented in Figs 11-12.

• In future, this study can implement the complex gear
dynamics to classify the various gear tooth damage. Also,
it can be implemented on the higher-order faults in the
experimental vibration data.

• Noise optimization or noise cancellations based advanced
signal preprocessing techniques can also be implemented
with moments features to diagnose the gearbox faults.
Also, this study can be used in the hybrid classifications
techniques in case of faults diagnosis.

• Classification accuracy of the four moments features
presented in Table I, showing an individual confusion
matrix using J48 algorithm [13] with the accuracy of 88.9
%.

• Spectrograms of the gearbox vibration also presented in
the Figs 13-15 at 15 Hz (speed) and 0lb (load)
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APPENDIX

TABLE I
CONFUSION MATRIX OF MOMENTS FEATURES USING J48 ALGORITHM

Healthy Chipped Missing Classified as
13 0 2 Healthy
1 12 2 Chipped
0 0 15 Missing

Fig. 13. Spectrogram of healthy tooth condition.

Fig. 14. Spectrogram of chipped tooth condition.

Fig. 15. Spectrogram of missing tooth condition.
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