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ABSTRACT 

 

Background: Currently, Indonesia is entering an era that is all digital and uses technology in 

all fields of activity. The internet has a lot to do with their behavior or character. Millennials 

are the nation's next generation. The emergence of the digital era caused by globalization has 

made the millennial generation less appreciative and practicing the values of Pancasila. In this 

case, character education is something that must be applied to the millennial generation. 

Purpose: This study aims to analyze the characteristics of the millennial generation, the role 

of character education in realizing the values of Pancasila in the daily life of the millennial 

generation, how to cultivate an attitude of patriotism and nationalism towards the nation by 

practicing Pancasila, and provide motivation for the millennial generation to realize these 

values. Pancasila values. Methods: This study uses a literature review method. The search for 

journals was carried out using the google scholar database with the keywords “Character 

Education”, “millennial generation”, and “Pancasila”. The journals selected are journals from 

2019 to 2020. Results: By applying character education to the millennial generation, it will 

make it easier for them to practice the values of Pancasila. Pancasila should be the way of life 

of the millennial generation. Recommendation and limitation: As millennials, we must 

protect the country from values that are contrary to Pancasila. Character education must be 

applied following the nature of the millennial generation itself. Of course, the applied character 

education must prioritize and be based on the values of Pancasila as well. 

  

Keywords: Character education; Pancasila; the millennial generation; digital era. 

  

INTRODUCTION 

Every activity carried out by the millennial generation today is never far away and is 

always related to technology. The millennial generation itself has nature to earn technology 

easily because of their ambitious nature and high obsession. The thing that makes them unable 

to stay away from technology is because they have a high individuality. The nature of 

individuality causes a decrease in the attitude of patriotism and nationalism towards the 

Indonesian nation. The millennial generation is required to face changes caused by the 

development of science and technology. Changes occur from various aspects, including 

economic, social, lifestyle, technology, and others. The millennial generation must be ready to 
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face these changes if they do not want to be oppressed by the times. With the development of 

science and technology in this digital era, many possibilities can cause a moral decline in the 

millennial generation. The decline in morals and attitude in this generation cannot be avoided 

and is not realized. This is because foreign cultures enter Indonesia without any restrictions. 

External culture itself consists of good and bad culture. As a result, the Indonesian people 

themselves have to filter the culture. Of course, the millennial generation must filter it based 

on the values that exist in Pancasila. Good culture from foreign cultures is usually in the form 

of attitudes and morals, such as working hard, being on time, obeying existing rules, being 

patient in queues, and so on. The problem is that only a few of the millennial generation can 

filter out foreign cultures well. 

In this digital era, Pancasila as the nation's view of life seems invisible to the millennial 

generation. Many problems that occur in this digital era are caused by the development of 

science and technology. An example is a crime that is rampant in cyberspace which is more 

dangerous than those in the real world. In addition, the problems that occur in the millennial 

generation are corruption, brawls between students, the damaged natural environment, 

promiscuity, violations of human rights, and so on. This shows the lack of morals and attitude 

that are embedded in this generation. In addition, this is also very contradictory to the values 

of Pancasila. In general, the causes of lack of morals in this millennial generation are abuse of 

gadgets, lack of parental supervision, and the influence of social media. To instill good values 

following Pancasila, the character is something that must be a concern for the millennial 

generation. Good and civilized characteristics of the millennial generation can lead the nation 

to become a good and civilized nation as well. This happens because the millennial generation 

is the generation that continues the life of the nation. The word character has the meaning of 

marking and focusing on how to apply the value of goodness in the form of action so that if the 

action is not following the value of goodness, it can be said to have a bad character (1). 

Pancasila has a high position in the Indonesian state, namely the nation's personality, 

the source of identity, morality, and role models for the safety of the nation. Pancasila must be 

applied in various aspects of life to maintain the identity and personality of the nation. Thus, 

Pancasila can strengthen people's attitudes in dealing with foreign cultural values. Pancasila 

itself contains moral values and the cultural strength of the Indonesian nation. Character 

education has a connection with the values of Pancasila. If you have a bad character, you cannot 

practice the values of Pancasila in his life. The Indonesian millennial generation must have a 
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high level of patriotism and nationalism. This can be realized by practicing the values of 

Pancasila when foreign cultures also enter Indonesia. Pancasila also helps a person to love his 

nation, so that the nature of patriotism and nationalism can grow. 

The question that then arises is how can character education help the millennial 

generation in applying the values of Pancasila in this digital era? How to cultivate an attitude 

of nationalism and patriotism in the millennial generation who are surrounded by a very 

sophisticated world of science and technology? These questions will be answered further in 

this research which invites us to understand the characteristics of the millennial generation 

itself so that we know their point of view. 

  

METHOD 

The research method used is Literature Review. The literature review itself is part of 

the research that contains several references related to the research compiled. In this research 

method, the researcher identifies, evaluates, and conducts a synthesis analysis of the journals 

of a collection of research that has been collected according to the theme of Pancasila and the 

Millennial Generation. The purpose of choosing this method is because a field of study that has 

been studied previously can provide views from a study that has been studied previously. This 

research has gone through several stages. The first stage is to collect library materials in the 

form of journals according to the theme. Articles can be collected as many as possible 

according to the basic criteria for selecting a journal. The criteria are following the provisions 

of the theme, namely Pancasila and the Millennial Generation. In addition, the journals selected 

must include new journals, from 2019 to 2020. The keywords in the selection of journal articles 

are character education, Pancasila, the millennial generation, and modern times. Then, the 

researcher selects the journals that will be used for reference articles to be made and the library 

materials that have been collected are read and studied. The next stage is to make important 

notes that become research material and group ideas so that views can become clearer. Then to 

proceed with processing important notes that have been made by the researcher. Then the last 

is to make conclusions from the material to be discussed (2). 

The next technique that will be discussed is data analysis techniques. There are three 

data analysis techniques used in this study. First, inductive analysis is carried out by organizing 

and compiling matters related to the experience of the researcher according to the theme. The 
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inductive analysis aims to make it easier for researchers to analyze data and be more concrete 

with the real life of researchers (2). Second, content analysis techniques are carried out by 

looking for the core to conclude an idea according to the theme. This makes it easier for 

researchers to draw up the conclusion section (2). Third, the descriptive-analytical technique is 

done by describing the data that has been found. This serves to answer the problems that will 

be discussed (2), namely how character education can help the millennial generation in 

applying Pancasila values in the digital era and how to grow the spirit of nationalism and 

patriotism in the millennial generation. 

  

RESULTS 

From all the references we analyzed, the basis of the state or the foundation of a nation 

will be strong if the people are strong depending on Pancasila which is the root of all national 

and state life in Indonesia. Pancasila must be a strong foundation for the nation affected by the 

development of science and technology, many Indonesian people have forgotten the values of 

Pancasila. They seem to think that foreign culture is better than the culture of their own country. 

Many of them even forget the precepts in Pancasila (3). 

The people who can make Pancasila a strong foundation are the millennial generation. 

This can happen because the millennial generation is the next generation of the nation who will 

fight for the Indonesian nation. The millennial generation is a generation that is familiar with 

advanced technology and the modern world. They are the productive age generation. The 

millennial generation tends to like something instant because it is already surrounded by 

modern technology. They tend to not be away from gadgets, so they are more individualistic 

and have an indifferent nature to each other. It is undeniable that the millennial generation 

considers computers to be commonplace. They are more questioning his identity that looks 

unreal. This generation is not too concerned with the theory and prioritizes the results obtained. 

Many learning processes use the method of trial and error. They prefer learning that is similar 

to a game. This generation dislikes procrastination and is ambitious (4). 

In this digital era, we have noticed that the millennial generation has not practiced the 

values of Pancasila in their lives. Many can be used as evidence that Pancasila values are not 

implemented in this digital era based on the precepts one to five. "Belief in One Supreme God" 

which is the first principle of Pancasila requires us to carry out our religious obligations. 
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However, there are still many millennials who leave this obligation. In addition, in this digital 

era, many people blaspheme other religions through their social media. "Just and civilized 

humanity" as the second principle of Pancasila should be able to make society more united with 

the social community, not as a person. The millennial generation is more concerned with 

gadgets than the surrounding environment. The third precept which reads "Indonesian Unity" 

should be used as a guide to unite and make peace so that a strong nation can be realized. 

However, many millennials still insult each other and not respect each other. In this day and 

age, there are many demonstrations and riots in our environment. "Democracy led by wisdom 

in representative deliberation" which is the fourth precept of Pancasila is largely ignored by 

millennial society. Many of them do not respect other people's opinions when discussing and 

do not contribute at all to the discussion. The fifth precept "Social justice for all Indonesian 

people" is rarely seen. This is indicated by the fading attitude of cooperation, the creation of 

social differentiation, being picky in making friends, and so on (5). 

Soekarno stated that independence is the result of character education to realize the 

personality of a sovereign nation in the political, economic, and cultural fields. With character 

education per precepts of the Pancasila, it can make it easier for the millennial generation to 

practice the values of Pancasila in their lives. With the practice of Pancasila values, over time 

a sense of nationalism and patriotism in millennial society will grow. In addition, this 

generation will prioritize the common interests rather than their interests (1). 

Many obstacles can affect the improvement and development of character education. 

On internal factors, instincts can affect a person's character without any training and are 

unconscious. Furthermore, the habit factor becomes an internal factor that affects a person's 

character because usually a person's behavior is based on daily habits. Character formation 

cannot be formed instantly and requires a process. In addition to habits, character formation is 

influenced by the inheritance of traits in a blood bond. In addition, people with a strong desire 

will be motivated to achieve it. We can determine what kind of character we want as long as 

we have a strong will. Meanwhile, the external factors consist of promiscuity which greatly 

affects the millennial generation. In general, the millennial generation does not want to be left 

behind by the times and has high prestige, so they are easier to accept these cultures. In addition, 

the influence of body gadgets is also a problem because it can damage a person's life. If 

someone is addicted to gadgets, they will have bad characters, such as rebellion, emotional, 

dishonesty, and cannot use their time well (6). 
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Pancasila has a deep meaning and animates the precepts of one another. Pancasila must 

be our foundation in acting and behaving. To make Pancasila the guide and foundation of our 

lives, the millennial generation needs character education. Character education is very 

important to apply the values of Pancasila because character education teaches us to practice 

good things and avoid bad behavior. The attitude of nationalism in this digital era can be 

realized with love for one's nation and respect for other nations. As a strong generation, 

millennial society accepts foreign culture, but still filters it with Pancasila values. That way, 

the millennial generation with good character can be realized and over time the nation's 

problems can be reduced and resolved. 

  

DISCUSSION 

Pancasila can be very useful if the whole community follows these precepts. But 

people’s interest in Pancasila is very different. Some are not interested in Pancasila because the 

government does not implement it. Some are interested because of their philosophical needs 

and the values involved. However, several problems cause people to lack understanding and 

make them not interested in Pancasila. Some of the factors are rigid, heavy, too philosophical, 

and have many perceptions. In addition, Pancasila does not have a concrete example to make 

it easier for the message in Pancasila to be conveyed to the millennial generation. It is better if 

concrete examples are delivered continuously to suit the changing times because Pancasila has 

an adaptive nature and can be applied in an increasingly advanced era (7). 

From the characteristics and current technological advances, the millennial generation 

must be able to respond to sophistication to access information wisely and proactively so that 

there is no decline in character values in society (8). The decline in morals and attitudes of 

today's society is due to a lack of character education when the development of technology and 

information occurs continuously. To be ready to face the development of science and 

technology, the millennial generation needs to improve and develop character education in 

carrying out their lives (9). 

To overcome the above problems, the community can practice the values of Pancasila 

along with character education that can be applied based on local culture. This can make it 

easier for the millennial generation to become a strong next generation per Pancasila. Character 

education based on Pancasila can be applied with the principles of: take a positive new culture 
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and maintain the old culture that is good for the life of the nation (10). Pancasila should not be 

changed completely because it is following the nation's personality. 

Character education is something that must be done in this country's situation. To shape 

and change one's morals from negative to positive, character education is needed. At first, the 

origin of character education is the family environment, namely the cultivation of values, 

ethics, and morals that grow in a person. Family environment is important for character 

building. Then, after someone recognizes their environment, they will learn to socialize. The 

existence of encouragement and support from the surrounding environment greatly affects the 

strength of character in a person (11). 

There are several ways to make character education effectively embedded in the 

millennial generation. First, the creation of a good atmosphere by parents must be created for 

their children to absorb character. The wrong parental upbringing can cause bad character in 

children. Parents must pay attention to their children, not fight in front of children, and have a 

good example for their children (1). The authority of parents in educating their children's 

character is also very influential. In this case, workshops and seminars on parenting can be 

used as an effort to provide knowledge about parenting patterns (12). The second way is to use 

a proactive, comprehensive, and deliberate approach to character development. This will 

facilitate the delivery of information to the millennial generation because they are more 

interested in simple things that are easy to understand. The third is to create a pleasant and 

caring atmosphere (13). Both in the school environment and the family environment, children 

are certainly more comfortable when they get attention (13). Fun learning that is delived 

optimally will motivate children (12). The fourth way is to provide opportunities for children 

to take moral actions. Moral actions in character education must be adapted to the values of 

Pancasila. For example, respecting the opinions of others, practicing worship, helping each 

other, and so on. 

People can develop the character of nationalism and patriotism in many ways. First, 

build a character using a strong will to uphold moral values per precepts of the Pancasila and 

apply them in real life. The second way can be done by empowering characters, namely taking 

the initiative to build collective awareness by being an example for others with positive actions. 

The last way is to engineer character, which is to be actively involved in providing 

achievements based on their knowledge and culture and to be actively involved in the learning 

process (14). 
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The more times develop the more challenges and problems that occur. However, by 

prioritizing character education, millennial society can become a useful society. A concrete 

example of this is the many millennials who excel, both at home and abroad. This can prevent 

the identity of the Indonesian nation from sinking and over time the Indonesian personality will 

be better known to the world. Indonesian cultures brought by the millennial generation at the 

international level also make the international community interested in visiting Indonesia. 

  

CONCLUSION 

      Pancasila is a value that must be applied in the life of today's millennial society. The 

low understanding of Pancasila is increasingly diminishing the spirit of the millennial 

generation in implementing Pancasila. National characteristics can be developed by 

understanding the importance of Pancasila. In this digital era, the value of Pancasila needs to 

be increased because it is fading away. The millennial generation is the generation that will 

bring Indonesia into the future. If the people are strong and have solutions to every problem 

they have, then the country will also be strong. To anticipate problems caused by the 

development of science and technology and incoming foreign cultures, millennial communities 

must prepare themselves by making character education effective. By implementing character 

education based on Pancasila, the millennial generation will understand and be motivated to 

practice positive values by Pancasila. The application of Pancasila values can be started from 

small things. For example, loving each other, throwing garbage in its place, and respecting each 

other. 

The millennial generation is a nation's asset. In this case, the character education 

delivered must be following the characteristics of the millennial generation so that the message 

is conveyed more easily. With the delivery of character education, the spirit of nationalism in 

them grows. If the millennial generation has a high spirit of patriotism and nationalism, then 

they can overcome challenges by providing appropriate solutions to state problems, especially 

in this digital era. In cultivating an attitude of nationalism, character education is needed as a 

shield for millennial society (14). Therefore, how to cultivate an attitude of nationalism and 

patriotism in the millennial generation who is surrounded by the world of science and 

technology must start from character education based on the values of Pancasila. As 

millennials, we must protect the country from values that are contrary to Pancasila. Pancasila 
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does not need to be completely changed to be understood by millennials because Pancasila has 

an adaptive nature which is believed to be able to keep up with the times. Character education 

must be balanced with Pancasila education in educational institutions so that people understand 

and do not misinterpret the values in Pancasila. 
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