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Article

Intelligent Vision-Based System for Identifying
Predators in Uganda: A Deep Learning Approach for
Camera Trap Image Analysis

D. Lwagula

National University of Science and Technology MISiS; m156793@edu.misis.ru

Abstract: This study presents an effective vision -based method to accurately identify predator
species from camera trap images in protected Uganda areas. To address the challenges of object
detection in natural environments, we propose a new multiphase deep learning architecture that
combines extraction of various features with concentrated edge detection. Compared to previous
approaches, our method offers 90.9% classification accuracy, significantly requiring fewer manual
advertising training samples. Background pixels were systematically filtered to improve model
performance under various environmental conditions. This work advances in both biology and
computational vision, demonstrating an effective and data -oriented approach to automated wildlife
monitoring that supports science -based conservation measures.
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Introduction

In order to monitor animal populations, camera trap technology emerged as a useful
noninvasive method [1] By studying indescribable predatory species that are difficult to find using
traditional methods, it is very useful [2] However, camera trap studies generate massive image
collections that need to be meticulously analyzed by humans, which takes a long time and are subject
to observer and fatigue bias [9]. These disadvantages have led to an increase in interest in deep
learning algorithms and automated image processing methods [4].

The protected areas of Uganda are home to predatory species that are crucial regulators of
ecosystem functioning [5]. The implementation of evidence -based conservation policy and
knowledge of trophic relationships depend on the efficient monitoring of these populations.
However, the identification and detection of wildlife in cameras trap images are severely hampered
by dense vegetation and intricate environmental characteristics [1].

Related Studies

Camera Trap Technology has transformed wildlife monitoring, but it produces huge data sets
that need automated processing solutions. Recent applications of deep learning have shown promise
of species identification, with [4] achieving 96.6% accuracy via CNN, although it necessitated 3.2
million training samples. Transfer of learning methods [10] lowered the data requirements while the
preserved performance. The challenge of identifying animals in natural environments extends
beyond wildlife monitoring into the broader field of computer vision for dynamic object detection.
Numerous approaches have been developed to solve problems similar to those facing the camera
trap analysis. The evolution of object detection frames has significantly improved this subject and
goes from traditional methods such as the histograms of oriented gradients (HOG) and Support
Vector Machines (SVM) to deep learning-based systems that offer superior performance in
complicated scenarios.

The YOLO (You Only Look Once) family of architectures represents significant breakthrough in
the real-time object detection. Unlike two-stage detectors (such as R-CNN variants), YOLO
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approaches object detection as a single regression problem, predicting directly bounding boxes and
class probabilities from full images evaluation. The original YOLO architecture [13] revolutionized
the field by receiving real-time detections with reasonable accuracy. Subsequent iterations (YOLOV2,
YOLOV3) improved precision while maintaining the advantages of speed. YOLOv5, which we
employ in this study, further optimized the architecture through innovations in the backbone design
(CSPNet), neck components (PANet), and head configurations, resulting in a favorable balance
between computational efficiency and detection accuracy [11]. While more recent versions (Yolov7,
Yolov8, Yolov9) have been published, the Yolov5 is widely adopted due to its established reliability,
elaborate documentation and proven effectiveness in the views of wildlife invention [10]. Identifying
camouflaged animals is difficult. Resource extraction across different scales that use distinctive
pyramid networks [3] and attention mechanisms [14] improved the detection of wildlife in intricate
environments. In the broader context of dynamic object recognition, several architectures have
shown promise for applications similar to wildlife identification. Region-based CNNs (R-CNN, Fast
R-CNN, Faster R-CNN) excel at precise localization but operate at slower speeds compared to single-
shot detectors. Single Shot MultiBox Detector (SSD) offers a balanced approach between accuracy
and speed, while RetinaNet addresses class imbalance through focal loss, which is particularly
relevant to wildlife datasets where certain species appear less frequently [3].

The application of attention mechanisms has proven especially valuable for detecting
camouflaged objects like wildlife. Squeeze-and-Excitation Networks (SENet) recalibrate channel-
wise feature responses adaptively, while CBAM (Convolutional Block Attention Module) combines
channel and spatial attention to enhance feature representation [14]. These approaches have
demonstrated effectiveness in highlighting subtle features that distinguish visually similar species—
a particular challenge in predator identification. Despite these improvements, current models
continue to struggle with insufficient training data, hidden animals and generalization across
different contexts. The primary challenges in wildlife identification from camera trap images
include: (1) limited annotated data for rare species, (2) extreme variations in lighting conditions, (3)
partial occlusion by vegetation, (4) camouflage adaptations of wildlife, and (5) diverse postures and
behaviors that alter appearance. Our study tackles these deficiencies by introducing an innovative
architecture that merges attention -controlled edge detection with extensive background filtering and
achieves performance like groundbreaking techniques while we need 99.5% fewer training examples.

Methodology

This study was devoted to large predators in Kidepo Valley National Park in Uganda. This is an
area with different habitats, from semi-arid savannah to montane forest. The park is one of the best
sites for the study given the variety of habitats and the large number of predators. We have chosen
ten of the most important predators in terms of ecology and conservation: Lion (Panthera leo),
Lioness (Panthera leo), Leopard (Panthera pardus), Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus), Spotted Hyena
(Hyaena hyaena), Striped Hyena (Crocuta crocuta), African Wild Dog (Lycaon pictus), Jackal (Canis
mesomelas), Serval (Leptailurus serval), and Caracal (Caracal caracal). The dataset included 5,189
images collected through camera traps strategically distributed across the park between 2019 and
2022. The camera deployment strategy followed standardized protocols, with units placed along
game trails, near water sources, and in habitat transition zones to maximize detection probability.
Each image was manually verified by wildlife experts to ensure accurate species identification before
model training, establishing a reliable ground truth dataset. We applied a rigorous verification
protocol, with uncertain identifications subjected to multiple reviews to achieve consensus.

Deep Learning Framework for Predator Classification

Data Pre-processing and Augmentation: Raw camera trap images presented several challenges
for automatic analysis, including variable lighting, partially working and inconsistent animal status.
To prepare these images for intensive learning analysis, we applied a comprehensive pre-processing
pipeline. Metadata extraction for the relevant analysis in early pre-proclamation stages included
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metadata extraction (temperature, moon phase), followed by adaptive histograms to increase the
contrast in poorly enlightened images. We also applied a novel background subtraction technique
designed specifically for wildlife imagery, which distinguishes animal subjects from a complex
environmental background by taking advantage of temporary stability in sequential images from the
same camera location. The images were adjusted in a consistent size of 224 x 224 pixels to align with
the input specifications of the nerve network design. The dataset was divided into training (80%) and
verification (20%) set through stratified samples to preserve class distribution. To address class
imbalance and increase model generalization, we implemented a comprehensive data growth
strategy. Instead of implementing normal growth, our approach was particularly in line with the
challenges of wildlife imagination. The growth pipeline included reference-protection changes that
maintain the natural appearance of wildlife, starting a valuable variation for training. These changes
include:
¢ Random rotation (+20°): Simulates variations in camera angle and animal orientation.
e  Width and height shifts (+20%): Accounts for different positioning within the frame.
e  Shear transformation (+20%): Introduces perspective variations.
e  Zoom range (+20%): Replicates distance variations from camera to subject.
e  Horizontal flipping: Ensures orientation-invariant learning.
e  Brightness and contrast adjustments (+25%): Simulates different lighting conditions including
dawn, dusk, and night.
e  Gaussian noise (0 = 0.02): Models sensor noise in low-light conditions.
e  Random occlusion patches: Simulates partial vegetation coverage.
e  Nearest-neighbor fill mode: Maintains natural texture at the borders.
The augmentation pipeline can be formalized as:

Xaug = T(Xorig; 0), @

where X,., represents the original image, T is the composite transformation function with

parameters, 6 (rotation), and X4, is the augmented image.

We implemented a weighted growth strategy, which, helping to balance the dataset by
preserving the specific visual characteristics of each species, applied more aggressive changes in
underrepresented classes. The effectiveness of this approach was validated through the ablation
studies, which demonstrated a 7.6% improvement in classification accuracy as compared to training
without growth.

Image pixel values were normalized to the range [0,1] by dividing by 255 to facilitate model
training:

X
Xnorm = 255 )

We selected this specific normalization approach (division by 255) over alternatives such as Z-
scores normalization for many compelling reasons. First, this method preserves the relative intensity
relationship between the pixels, which is important to maintain the subtle texture and pattern
difference that separates the hunter species. Second, forcing the values of the range, [0,1] adapters the
behavior of activation functions such as ReLU and sigmoid, prevents saturation and enables more
efficient gradient flow during backpropagation. Third, our experiments demonstrated that this
normalization approach produced more stable training convergence than Z-score normalization,
which sometimes produces extreme values that destabilize training when applied to high-opposite
images that are specific of night camera mesh footage. Finally, this approach is computationally
efficient, given our goal of final deployment on edge devices in an important idea field settings.

Model Architecture: The selection of an appropriate neural network architecture for wildlife
identification presents a critical design decision. After broad experimentation with different
structures including ResNet50, InceptionV3, and MobileNetV2, we selected EfficientNetB3 as our
base architecture due to its optimal balance of model complexity and performance. EfficientNetB3
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consolidates compound scaling, which uniformly scales network width, depth, and resolution with

a settled set of scaling coefficients, coming about in essentially superior exactness and proficiency

compared to subjective scaling strategies. While EfficientNetB3 serves as our establishment, we

made a few pivotal alterations to adjust it particularly for wildlife identification in challenging
environments. Our building advancements incorporate:

e Integration of a parallel consideration pathway that emphasizes distinctive morphological
features of different predator species.

e Implementation of a custom feature pyramid network that preserves spatial information across
multiple scales, crucial for detecting camouflaged animals.

e Addition of a specialized edge enhancement module that accentuates animal contours against
complex backgrounds.

e Development of a novel background-aware pooling operation that prioritizes foreground
features.

J A transfer learning strategy was utilized, with EfficientNetB3 [11]as base design because of its
remarkable equilibrium between precision and calculation efficiency. The architecture of the
model was organized in this way:

Base Network: Pre-trained EfficientNetB3 with ImageNet weights

Fine-tuning Strategy: Freezing the first n-20 layers of the base network while making the last 20

layers trainable to adapt to our specific domain

Custom Classification Head:

e  Global Average Pooling

e  Dense layer (512 units, ReLU activation)

e Dropout (0.5 rate)

e Dense layer (256 units, ReLU activation)

e  Dropout (0.3 rate)

e Output layer (10 units, softmax activation)

The final classification layers is expressed as follows:

Z = W, ReLu(Wy.GAP(f3(x)) + by) + by, 3)

pC) = softmax(z), (4)
where f 0 (X) represents the feature maps from the EfficientNetB3 base, GAP denotes Global

Averagé Pooling, W; and b; are the weights and biases of the dense layers, and p(%) is the predicted

probability distribution over classes.

Training Protocol: The development of an effective training protocol was crucial to adapting
our model to the nuanced task of predator identification. Our approach was informed of both
theoretical considerations and empirical testing across multiple training configurations, with the final
protocol representing the optimal balance between calculation efficiency and model performance.

The model was trained using the following configuration:
¢ Loss Function: Categorical Cross-Entropy
e  Optimizer: Adam with initial learning rate of 1e-4
e  Batch Size: 32
e  Maximum Epochs: 20
e  Early Stopping: Patience of 5 epochs monitoring validation loss
e Learning Rate Scheduler: Reduce on plateau with factor 0.2, patience of 3 epochs, and minimum

learning rate of le-6

We have selected categorical cross entropy as our loss function after comparative tests against
alternatives, including focal loss and cross -tag cross entropy. Although focal loss has shown a
promise to address the imbalance of the class, our weighted sampling strategy proved more effective,
and standard cross entropy provided superior convergence characteristics for our specific data set.
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Adam Optimizer was chosen for its adaptable learning rate capabilities, which was particularly
valuable, given the heterogeneous nature of wildlife images. Our initial learning rate (1E-4) was
determined through systematic grid research, reaching a balance between convergence speed and
stability. The learning rate scheduling strategy (Plateau reduction) was critical for the weights of the
fine adjustment model during later training stages, with the factor (0.2) and the patience parameters
(3 times) tuned to allow sufficient exploration before adjustment. The batch size of 32-lot size has
been selected based on memory restrictions and empirical performance test. Smaller batches (8, 16)
resulted in noisier gradients and slower convergence, while larger batches (64, 128) showed
diminishing returns in terms of training stability while significantly increasing memory
requirements.
The categorical cross-entropy loss was calculated using the following method:

Leg = — Yio1 yilog(®:) (5)

where C is the number of classes, y; is the true label (one-hot encoded), and J; is the predicted
probability for class i.

Evaluation Metrics: To thoroughly assess model performance across multiple dimensions, we
implemented a comprehensive evaluation framework that extends beyond simple accuracy metrics.
This multifaceted approach allows for deeper insight into the model's strengths and limitations across
different species and environmental conditions.

Model performance was evaluated using several metrics:

e Accuracy: Proportion of correctly classified samples
e  Confusion Matrix: Visualizing classification patterns and misclassifications

e  F1-Score: Harmonic mean of precision and recall, calculated as:
precision-recall

F,=2 (6)

precision+recall

e  Per-class Performance: Precision, recall, and F1-score for each predator species
e  C(lassification Report: Comprehensive summary of precision, recall, F1-score, and support for
each class
Object Detection Framework: For the accuracy of the Wildlife Monitoring Balance, the accuracy
of our two-phase investigation-volunteer structure, using Yolo v5 as our detection backbone. Despite
the new YOLO versions (v7, v8, v9) offer theoretical performance improvements, our extensive
testing revealed that YOLOvV5 provides the optimal balance for our specific application for several
reasons: - its excellent resource efficiency for remote deployment, superior transfer learning with
limited wildlife data, strong documentation and community support, better performance on small
and distant wildlife subjects, and more adaptation to variable lighting conditions in 24-hour camera
trap deployment. We enhance the standard architecture with three key changes: Custom anchor box
dimensions derived from the statistical analysis of our dataset, an improved loss function weighting
that prioritizes recall over precision to favor false positives over missed detections, and integration
of a novel attention mechanism that enhances feature extraction for camouflaged subjects. These
adaptations collectively optimize the model for the specific challenges of wildlife detection in natural
environments.
For real-time predator localization in camera trap imagery, a two-step approach was applied:
e  Detection Phase: Implementation of a YOLOv5-based model to identify potential predator
regions in images
e C(lassification Phase: Each detected region was then passed through our trained EfficientNetB3
classifier to determine the specific predator species
Detection of detection was set at 0.4 to balance false positives and false negatives. This threshold
was determined by the precision-recall curvature analysis, which recognized 0.4 as the best value
that maximizes the F1-score in all predators in our dataset. Only marginal correction (0.7%) has been
achieved at the expense of the complexity of the implementation due to the significant increase in
Optimization using a class-specific threshold.
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The detection pipe cord can be represented as follows:

B,c =D(I), (7)

si = C3,), 8)

where D is the detection model that outputs bounding boxes B and confidence points C for an input
image I, and C is the classification model that predicts the species Label s; for the image area within
the B; bounding box.

Results

Dataset Composition and Distribution: The data set collected for this study represents one of the
most comprehensive collections of predator images of Kidepo Valley National Park, providing a
robust basis for our deep learning approach. The researchers accumulated 5,189 images of confirmed
predators, captured in various types of habitats, climatic conditions and times of the day. This
diversity is fundamental for the development of models that generalize well for real-world
deployment scenarios. The distribution of images between species reflects their abundance and
relative detectability in the ecosystem, with some expected imbalances. The stained hyena had the
highest representation (1,073 images, 20.7%), followed by Jackal (812 images, 15.6%) and Lioness (743
images, 14.3%). The species with the lowest representation were Cheetah (185 images, 3.6%),
reflecting their comparative scarcity in the ecosystem. This imbalance presented methodological
challenges that were addressed through our specialized augmentation and training strategies. The
temporary analysis of the dataset showed a remarkable seasonal fluctuation in the capture frequency,
taking 38% photos during the rainy season (March-May and September-November) and 62% was
taken during the dry season (December-February and June-August). This seasonal variance
completely emphasizes the importance of monitoring year-long monitoring for population
evaluation and provides useful reference to analyze the activity patterns.

1073

Notebook editor cells
000 =

Number of Images in Dataset

Predator Species

Figure 1. distribution of the dataset across all ten predator species.

Model Performance

Training Convergence: Despite the limited training data available for some species, the training
and validation matrix moved forward with minimal disruption, showing effective regularization and
the absence of significant overfitting. The training process showed simple and efficient conversion
characteristics by recognizing our architectural design and hyperparameter selection. The model
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showed even convergence during training and achieved a validation accuracy of over 88% after 15
eras. Figures 2 and 3 illustrate the curves for training and validation accuracy/losses and emphasize
the model's learning path. The use of early stopping led to the end of training in Epoch 17, when the
validation performance began to stabilize. The analysis of learning dynamics revealed that the model
has easily achieved special features for easily distinguished species (lions, spotted Hyena) within the
first 5 epochs, while the more subtle difference between visually similar species (Leopard-Cheetah,
Serval-Caracal) continued to improve throughout the training process. This pattern supports our
hypothesis that hierarchical feature learning occurs, with the model first mastering broad
morphological differences before refining its ability to distinguish subtle variations.

100%]
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AO%I | [ I [ | [ [ [ [ [ I I T
12345678291 11121314151617
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< Training ov% (lation

Figure 2. training and validation accuracy.
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Figure 3. training and validation loss.

Classification Performance:

The total classification accuracy for the validation set reached 91.3%, achieving an average F1
point of 0.897 in each class. The table below shows precision, recall and F1 score for each predator
species per class.
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Table 1. Performance metrics for each predator species.

Species Precision Recall F1-Score Support
Lion 0.93 0.91 0.92 125
Lioness 0.89 0.90 0.90 149
Leopard 0.87 0.85 0.86 76
Cheetah 0.95 0.84 0.89 37
Spotted Hyena 0.96 0.94 0.95 215
Striped Hyena 0.88 0.90 0.89 86
African Wild Dog 091 0.89 0.90 64
Jackal 0.92 0.96 0.94 162
Serval 0.86 0.83 0.84 74
Caracal 0.87 0.89 0.88 50

The species that showed the best classification performance was the spotted hyena (F1 = 0.95),
jackal (F1 = 0.94) and lion (F1 = 0.92). Serval (F1 = 0.84) and leopard (F1 = 0.86) showed lower
performance, probably because of their visual similarities to other species and the increased variation
in appearance based on point of view and lighting.

Confusion Patterns

Analysis of the confusion matrix revealed several key misclassification patterns:
e  Leopard-Cheetah confusion (6.7% mutual misclassification rate)
e Lion-Lioness confusion (5.2% mutual misclassification rate)
e  Serval-Caracal confusion (8.3% mutual misclassification rate)
These confusion patterns align with the known morphological similarity between these species
couples and highlight areas for potential model improvement.

Figure 3: Confusion Matrix for Predator Species Classification
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Figure 4. Confusion matrix for predator species classification.

Object Detection Results: The YOLOv5-based detection framework achieved an average of 0.84
average precision (mAP@0.5) for all hunter categories. The performance of detection varies from the
size of the species, as large predators (lions, hyenas) demonstrated a high detection rate (> 0.90)
compared to small species such as servals and jackals (=0.78). The joint detection-classification system
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showed strong results in practical testing situations, achieving an average overall accuracy of 87.6%
on new camera trap images.

Similar Species Analysis: Five major species pairs were identified with significant
morphological similarities that face the challenges of identity for both human observers and
automated systems:

e Lion-Lioness: Despite being the same species, sexual dimorphism creates classification
challenges

e Leopard-Cheetah: Both feature spotted patterns but differ in spot shape and body build

e  Spotted Hyena-Striped Hyena: Similar body shapes but different coat patterns

e  African Wild Dog-Jackal: Both canids with similar postures but different coat patterns

e  Serval-Caracal: Similar-sized small cats with distinctive ear shapes but different coat patterns

Temporal Activity Patterns: Temporal activity analysis revealed distinct patterns that
contribute to our understanding of predator ecology and interspecific interactions. The integration of
accurate timestamp data from camera traps with our species identification model enabled the
creation of detailed activity profiles for each species, revealing complex temporal partitioning within
the predator community.

Notebook editor cells

Normalized Activity Level

15 18 21 24

12
Time of Day (24-hour format)

— Uon —— Leopard Cheetah —— Spotted Hyena —— African Wild Dog

Figure 5. Daily activity pattern of predators in kidepo valley Uganda.

The analysis of activity patterns revealed different temporal niches among the predator
community:
e Nocturnal Specialists: Lions and Spotted Hyenas showed peak activity between 20:00-02:00
e  Crepuscular Specialists: Leopards displayed bimodal activity patterns with peaks at dawn
(05:00-07:00) and dusk (18:00-20:00)
e  Diurnal Specialists: Cheetahs were predominantly active during daylight hours (08:00-16:00)
e  Cathemeral Species: African Wild Dogs showed more distributed activity throughout the day,
with a slight preference for afternoon hours
These temporary partition patterns suggest niche separation strategies that can reduce middle-
specific competition between Predator Guild in Kidepo Valley National Park Uganda.

Discussion

Our results demonstrate that sophisticated deep learning approaches can substantially advance
wildlife monitoring capabilities while significantly reducing the data annotation burden that has
historically limited the application of such techniques. The novel architecture developed in this study
achieves classification performance approaching state-of-the-art systems while requiring only a
fraction of the labeled training data.

The novel Deep Learning architecture reaches 90.9% accuracy in the identification of predator
species, and requiring 99.5% less marked images compared to previous methods. This addresses the
essential obstacle of manual categorization in the observation of wildlife. Patterns of confusion
between morphologically similar species (Leopard-Cheetah, Lion-Lioness, Serval-Caracal) indicate
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opportunities for improvement, possibly adding contextual details such as the type of habitat or time
of day.

The standards of temporal activity disclosed offer information on niche separation between
predator species, indicating that interspecific competition is reduced by temporal partition of
resources. The clear temporal separation between ecologically similar species supports theoretical
models of niche partitioning and resource allocation in complex predator guilds. Variations in
performance between larger predators (lions, hyenas) and smaller species (Serval, jackal) in our
detection structure were observed, suggesting a size bias that future versions should address.

The choice of Yolovb as our detection framework was validated through comprehensive
comparative testing. While the new Yolo variants (v7-v9) gave marginal improvement in the
benchmark metrics, our experiments showed that the Yolov5 has provided the best balance between
accuracy and calculation efficiency for this application domain. The main benefits include better
performance on distant/small animals, more robust operation in variable lighting conditions, and
more efficient inference on standard hardware. These findings highlight the importance of empirical
validation rather than just adopting the latest architectures.

This system provides conservation benefits, dealing with efficient data sets of extensive images,
facilitating complete population evaluations and improved rare species. The technical approach that
combines background filtering, transfer learning, and a double phase detection classification system
demonstrates how domain-specific adaptations can enhance specialized applications.

Limitations and Future Work

Despite the promising results, several limitations of the current approach should be

acknowledged:

e  The system performance degrades under extreme environmental conditions, particularly heavy
rain or dense fog.

e  Rare behavioral poses or unusual viewing angles can still challenge the classification system.

e  The current approach requires retraining for deployment in significantly different ecosystems.

e The binary classification approach (predator/non-predator) does not yet address the full
diversity of wildlife.
Future research directions should address these limitations through:

¢  Expansion of the training dataset to include more diverse environmental conditions and viewing
angles.

e Development of domain adaptation techniques to facilitate transfer between different
ecosystems.

e Integration of spatio-temporal modeling to leverage contextual information.

e  Exploration of continual learning approaches for ongoing model refinement with minimal
human supervision.

¢  Extension of the framework to include behavior classification capabilities

Conclusion

This research presents an effective method of deep learning for automatic detection of predator
species in trap images for cameras of Kidepo Valley National Park, Uganda. The developed system
reaches 90.9% classification accuracy between ten predator species, using considerably fewer training
samples than previous methods. Essential technical contributions comprise a multi -layer structure,
adjusted for difficult configurations, enhanced generalization by filtering background pixels and an
effective two-step detection classification process. The Complete comparison shows that, when taken
into account, our architecture forwards alternative methods in terms of accuracy, calculation
efficiency and data requirements.

Ecological results show clear temporal activity patterns indicating niche separation between
predator species. These ecological insights demonstrate the potential for automated systems to not
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only improve monitoring efficiency but also to generate new scientific understanding through
consistent, large-scale data collection and analysis. Future work must focus on expanding the
framework to include additional species and protected areas, utilizing frequent modifications, and
combining behavioral classification resources. This method marks a remarkable improvement in
automated wildlife monitoring technology for conservation studies and management.

In conclusion, this work demonstrates that by combining domain-specific architectural
innovations, strategic data preprocessing, and ecological knowledge, Deep learning systems can also
achieve excellent performance for the identification of wildlife with limited training data. The
resulting system represents a practical tool for protection for wildlife managers, which enables a more
comprehensive and efficient monitoring of predatory population in challenging field conditions.
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