Preprints (www.preprints.org) | NOT PEER-REVIEWED | Posted: 27 July 2022 d0i:10.20944/preprints202207.0392.v2

Article

Adaptive Forest Management under Climate Change: Some
Adaption Criteria for Practical Purposes

D’Aprile, F.2 and Gentilucci, M. b

# Dept. of Economics and Management of the University of Florence, Via delle Pandette, 32 - 50127 Firenze (FI), Italy
(fdaforests@gmail.com)
® University of Camerino, School of Science and Technology, 62032 Camerino, Italy

Abstract: The compelling effects of climate change on forests may have been underestimated in the past
few decades in practical forestry. Although the first attempts to draw attention to this complex problem ap-
peared almost half a century ago, the debate has been conceptual rather than experimental and applicative. At
first glance, the concerns were mainly related to sustainable forest management (SFM) issues, which obviously
needed attention. Over time, the effects of climate change have been mainly considered in the context of the
SFM; they started from various and somewhat different scales and goals. Over time, more research and aware-
ness of the importance of SFM under the pressure of climate change have led to the development of a clearer
field that can be defined as ‘adaptive forest management’ - to climate change. One of the characteristics of
this discipline is to be featured by the absence of univocal methods and / or objectives to be pursued but to
identify, verify, and adapt methods to the various climatic and forest types and conditions found in the field.
Therefore, this work shows some phases of forest planning and management concepts and criteria over time
and recalls some innovative and / or adaptive methods related to the approach to forest planning and manage-
ment under climate change.
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1. Introduction

Changing climate conditions are known to influence forest tree growth response and the CO»
cycle. Dendroclimatological research has shown that the climate signal, species composition, and
growth trends have modified in different types of forest ecosystems during the last century. In forest
management, local variability of climate trends is of primary importance as plants are influenced
in their sites. Moreover, the interactions between climate variables (e.g.: temperature and rainfall)
act as a whole climatic and microclimatic environment on the tree and therefore forest management
and the relative interventions need to be designed, calibrated, and planned on the basis of the influ-
ence of climate on forest tree growth at the local level or, even better, a the forest unit level. Under
current and demonstrated changes in climate variability at the geographic, regional, and local lev-
els, tree growth shows variability and trends that can be non-stationary during time even at rela-
tively short distance between sites. In forest planning and management, yield tables, site quality
indices, age class, rate of growth, and spatial distribution are some of the most used tools and pa-
rameters. Efforts have been made to develop forest growth and yield models to forecast tree growth
under current and future climatic changing conditions [1, 2, 3]. However, these methods do not
implement the variability in trends of climate variables over time, although climate is the main
driver in trends of forest and tree growth [4]. The risk that forest management under climate change
conditions amplifies their negative effects is not negligible. For example, changed climate condi-
tions can impact on temperature and/or precipitation thresholds critical to forest tree growth and/or
on the resistance or tolerance to adverse abiotic or biotic conditions. Forest biomass, resilience, and
CO; storage are susceptible to damage unless forest planning and management implement the re-
lationships between climate variability and trends of tree growth. However, a positive aspect of
climate change is that, in some respects, periods of favorable climate conditions can allow harvest-
ing of higher amount of wood mass and storing more CO; than traditional management methods.
The average length of either favorable or adverse periods often occurs within the average period of
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validity of forest management plans (10 to 20 years). Under the spatial variability of climate
change, adapting forest management to varied climate conditions is a priority that cannot be post-
poned [5]. Here, various conceptual approaches for implementing climate variability in forest man-
agement under climate change are shown in the view of continuative research development of strat-
egies for adaptive forest management.

2. Adapting forest management to climate variability

Expected changes in temperate forest regional distribution, in suitability forest growth and
resilience, in shifts of species diversity, and in regions that can potentially work as refuges for
species migration have been introduced. Using climate variability and trends to predict or develop
scenarios in the medium or long term for adaptive forest planning and management implements
different aspects necessary to decision making. For example, cultural points of view of the stake-
holders, policy and management options relative to bioclimatic and socio-economic issues at the
current time and in the future, and the accuracy and reliability of the processes used to develop and
make decisions. Climate change is a fundamental component of many aspects of sustainable forest
management [6]. Therefore, a framework comprehensive of these components should consider:

the organizational potentiality of State agencies, public administrations, regulations, and

local stakeholders to implement forest management under climate change;

e implementing the climate-aware practices in planning and management at all scales by forest
resources managers to achieve balanced forest adaption, conservation, and uses;

e continued efforts and funding to communicate and support scientific and technical knowledge
and expertise to managers in all fields related to adaptive sustainable forest management;

e and a systematic, continuous assessment, revision, and updating of both the effects of climate
change on forest resources and the results and progresses obtained by effective implementation
of climate-aware practices in planning and management.

Climate variables normally highly influences forest viability, resilience, growth, distribution,
and health. Changes in their variability and trends over time pose various pressures on forest veg-
etation and its responses. In a context of climate change variability, using climate variables as en-
vironmental predictors is a challenge for understanding how to adapt strategies in forest planning
and management. Adapting forest management to climate variability involves different components
(e.g., socio-economic and cultural issues, silvicultural management, ecosystem services, wood har-
vesting, biodiversity conservation, carbon dioxide storage, etc.) that work and interact at different
levels. In this scenario, one the targets to be taken into account is fostering large-scale and long-
term forest ecosystems conservation and restoration as an effective solution to store higher carbon
pools in the long term (authors). However, this objective faces the objections that active manage-
ment is requested to sustain the cost of this option and, in particular, the growing human population
increases the demand of timber. In the other hand, long-term conservation of forest ecosystems and
old-growth forests are needed for biodiversity conservation, assisted migration, high-level of car-
bon dioxide storage, climate impact mitigation, water depuration and supply, and a source of sci-
entific knowledge as an indispensable and unique problem-solving tool. In recent years, however,
climate change and higher mobilization of forests resources (wood) has caused some reduction in
the capacity of storing carbon of the European forests [2].

Another aspect of adaptive forest management is the uncertainty about the projection into
long-term climate scenarios. Adaptive forest management is effective under slight or moderate cli-
mate change alterations, including carbon dioxide storage. At a wider scale, tree species can be
managed in order to mitigate the impacts of large climate changes and increase the carbon pool,
provided that the introduced species, ecotypes, varieties, or provenances are more resilient, ecolog-
ically productive, or more stress-tolerant than the local population(s). However, in this respect the
suitability of different species and/or provenances of the same species requires further research and
long-term monitoring to sort out the effectiveness of the decisions made. In addition, the limited
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time available before more severe impacts of climate change take place [7] compels researchers,
administrations, stakeholders, and governments to search for practical and efficacious solutions in
the short- and medium- terms. This implies that forest management solutions and practices that
work on the long-term appear veiled by a certain level of uncertainty even if they are effective and
reliable in scientific and technical terms.

Another climate-change-related problem is the increasing demand of the water supply or stor-
age provided by forests, at least in the regions where warming of temperature and/or reduction in
rainfall occur. In countries or regions where intense or frequent wood harvesting is normally prac-
ticed, lowering stand density can help to complete the turn or the rotation period but at the expenses
of the carbon pool as well as shortening the rotation period can diminish the carbon storage of both
the biomass and the soil. The apparent benefit is only in terms of faster availability of timber.

The complexity of the climate change-forest management context increases further due to
socio-economic issues, which are influenced by cultural issues. This underlines the expectations
and demands that public and private forest ecosystem owners are called upon to consider, imple-
ment or satisfy through adaptation measures. For example, the public awareness of the extent of
forest ecosystem services such as supply of drinking water, biodiversity conservation, defense from
natural hazards, carbon sequestration, oxygen production, and air cleaning markedly converge in
decisions relative to forest management.

Thus, whatever form of adaption forest management is chosen, its application will result in
an increase or decrease of the carbon pool. The silvicultural strategies adopted under the various
patterns and extent of climate changes are important to ensure permanent and ecologically balanced
forest cover, which can find case by case the adaption strategy suitable to guarantee the supply of
forests ecosystem services and timber production in the very long term. In this view, products de-
riving from long- and very long-term managed forests are likely to satisfactorily replace materials
that absorb high levels of energy to produce.

3. Forest management and climate variability

Forest productivity is influenced by climate change as observed in many areas of the world
[8-10]. Wood production is highly depending on photosynthesis and respiration of trees and directly
relates to carbon storage and sink [11-14]. Thus, changes in climate patterns modifies forest produc-
tivity and its CO2 storage functions. Adaption forest management is assumed to develop strategies
and planning tools to maintain or improve forest resilience with respect to climate change and its
extreme events, and possibly enhance the role as carbon sink [15-17]. Under changing climate con-
ditions, this requires that forest planning and management understand and implement these new
conditions to avoid the risk to be ineffective.

4. The landscape planning level

Planning at the landscape level, which is supposed to include landscape ecology, is8 expected
to detect and implement different bio-ecological, geological, physical, social, and economic char-
acteristics, properties and phenomena that extend over the forest population or unit level; and the
landscape level can highlight interactions of which traits or effects occur at the regional or wider
scale. This aspect is relevant as the impacts/effects of climate change are multi-sectorial. However,
the boundaries of the landscape level normally are limited in order to inferring processes and re-
sponses that occur at the forest unit level, which is of first concern for adaptive forest management
under the constraints of climate change. In forestry, the landscape level is more effective in moni-
toring shifts of species and populations, large-scale climatic-environmental changes and their ef-
fects.

4.1. Development of sustainability planning and management models

Technical, scientific, social, economic, and cultural changes and progresses have reflected on
forest planning methods and objectives during time. Forestry research on climate change tends to
target mainly the assessment of impacts and the vulnerability of forests [18] rather than exploring
how to manage forests by implementing climate change variability and trends. In recent years,
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progresses were made in identifying ways to use climate variability parameters in forest planning
and management

4.2. The forest unit level planning

Planning methods based on the environmental variability of the forest and the dynamics of
tree species populations rely mainly on the demoecological and even synecological development
of tree populations over time and space. Theoretically, they should better detect the complexity of
planning mixed and uneven-aged forests; and, monitoring of plant population dynamics is a neces-
sary tool for forest management. The local forest environment (i.e.: site, soil, micro- and mesocli-
mate, geology, uses, etc.) and growth relationships between species and their dynamics require to
be identified relation to the environmental variability, which can include some biotic factors such
as the effects of grazing on forest regeneration, parasites, stress indicators, or else, at the forest unit
level. These methods (i.e., the ‘The Ecological Normality [19a,b], ‘Close to nature forestry’[20],
‘Systemic sylviculture’[21]) are more effective when gradients in environmental variability are
clearly identified or their variability is relatively abrupt, and multifunctionality of uses such as
ecosystem services (including carbon storage), nature restoration, biodiversity conservation, and
relatively continuative long-term timber production is demanded. Obviously, timber production is
an option but not necessarily a tool.

The ecological parameters that characterize these methods vary on a case-by-case basis. They
implement the dynamics of population parameters such as mortality, regeneration, intra and inter-
specific competition, self-thinning ratio, social position, health conditions, and their relationships
with biotic and abiotic factors (e.g. plant associations, humus, soil, site, ETP / ETR, etc.). Their
variability over time and space constitutes the ground on which to develop planning and manage-
ment. This type of approach is also suitable for implementing or modelling the effects of climate
change in forest planning and management [22]. In the practice, the high complexity of the param-
eters to be identified, measured, and analysed can by bypassed by using environmental and forest
indicators. However, the analytical phase of these planning methods tends to require high initial
costs of the investment and therefore the services and products supplied by the forest need to pro-
duce multi-source returns relatively constant over the long term.

5. Linear programming

From the simple forest planning methods merely based on spatial criteria to the models
based on yield tables, productivity, or mean top height, l/inear programming shows a more ad-
vanced approach to forest planning due to the possibility of implementing different variables (i.e.:
slope, soils properties, crown transparency, thinning intensity, etc.) in a dynamic and interactive
way. Some advantages produced by this tool are good and sometime excellent ability to identify
and predict variability in tree growth relation to the variation of one or more silvicultural and/or
abiotic parameters, especially in pure and mono-aged stands. However, linear programming be-
comes difficult or less accurate when dealing with the complexity of the mechanisms and interac-
tions between species at the forest level and/or their relationships with abiotic and biotic factors.

For example, multiple linear regression was applied to a 23 years-old black walnut (Juglans
nigra L.) 28 hectares plantation in Australia. Results have shown that the mean top height used as
a site quality indicator was highly associated (R? = 0.91, p-value 1.208¢%®) with time of leaf col-
oration and fall, soil texture class at 100 cm depth, mottling at 50 cm depth, weed control, and
presence of gravel along the soil profile [23]. Tree growth was very variable, ranging from highly
productive to very poor with respect to the standards of black walnut plantations in the United
States.

This approach to forest or plantation planning is flexible and open to implement a variety of
factors influencing growth or other parameters. However, it shows some limits in implementing the
dynamics of plant populations, complex interactions between abiotic and/or biotic factors. Using
variability in trends climate variables to identify independent variables to model and predict growth
responses through space and/or time is a challenge that can reveal unexpected results.
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6. ‘Close-to-Nature’ Forestry

The term "Close to nature" (CTN) refers to various terms such as -forestry, -forest manage-
ment, and -silviculture. CTN works with tree populations, their structures and natural processes,
and sees the forest as a self-regulating ecosystem on which to base forest management. This ap-
proach develops forest management at the ecosystem or, at least, ecological level; multiple envi-
ronmental and economic functions of the forest are considered. In particular, the purpose of forestry
CTN is to achieve management objectives by providing the minimum human impact necessary to
relatively accelerate natural forest processes. It may be noted that over time some distinctions have
been discussed between "ecological" or "forest" approaches to management, which presume to dis-
tinguish between "productive" forest areas and "reserves" or "national parks". However, the mean-
ing of the CTN forest management itself clearly explains the issue.

7. The ‘Ecological Normality’

The ‘Ecological Normality’ is a concept in forest planning and, in general, applied ecology
[24-29]. An attempt to integrate the advantages provided by both linear programming and the prin-
ciples and criteria of ‘close-to-nature’ forestry was made by D’Aprile by elaborating the ‘Ecologi-
cal Norm’ as a tool for forest planning in temperate forests [30, 31]. The use of ecosystem functions
and production processes contributes considerably to the realization of this concept, unlike the
management and cultivation modules that invest more and more energy and forces to modify com-
plex biological, ecological, genetic and energetic systems [32]. Although the economic use of a
forest ecosystem can operate by focusing now on one, now on the other economic aspect, the forest
ecosystem is a functional unit in which all the components act and interact as much and as little as
possible at the same time; excessive exploitation or pressure to use one or more functional forest
processes is very likely to cause serious dysfunction or damage. For example, a framework of ex-
cessive timber harvesting can overwhelm the gross productivity of photosynthesis at the forest
level, impact on the root systems absorption capacity, alter the production and possibly type of
humus, and other processes, or the trophic-functional structures are degraded with regard to the
biomass production rates and forest regeneration. If this happens, the resilience, functional stabil-
ity, and resistance or tolerance to stress, including climate change effects, are seriously at risk be-
cause the ecosystem operates as a whole. Therefore, the more the processes, the characteristics, the
ecological functions and the entropy of the forest are known and implemented in the management
and use of this resource, the more the identification of ways, forms and techniques for a sustainable
economic use or that respects the resilience limits of the forest is in balance with the ecosystem.

The term ‘Ecological Norm’ (EN) refers to forest management planning; the suffix 'ecologi-
cal' prefigures the identification of a system of 'silvicultural normality' based on the main syneco-
logical characteristics of the forest, and where the forest auxometric and dendrometric characteris-
tics derive from the demoecological and silvicultural analysis of the forest. The EN relies on that,
while in the context of traditional forest management planning the unifying planning elements are
frequently quantitative-productive models, in the EN the selective factor is the capacity to sustain
the presence of forest structures and species composition that show a natural tendency to form
stands in ecological balance with the local environment and its variability. In the EN, the forest is
partitioned in ‘Ecological Forest Units’ (EFU) identified on the basis of the level of similarity of
the main ecological characteristics of the forest units, case by case. In fact, the environmental ho-
mogeneity of the forest units favors the development of the forest towards similar structural and
ecological patterns more in balance with the local abiotic environment. In economic terms, this
entails greater guarantees of safety and validity of the forest management plan, which corresponds
to lowering the investment risk in the long term. This is a relevant results in a sector where the risk
factors are multiple, variable, and frequently outside the possibility of human control.

Thus, the EN shows a model of forest planning that results from the ecological structures
locally developed by the forest whatever the uses of the past were, and the EFU is the main refer-
ence elements for forest planning and management. Site environmental similarity identifies the
fundamental planning units as in relatively small areas such as those covered by forest management
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plans, forest vegetation tends to develop ecological and structural homogeneity within similar en-
vironmental units. In other words, the EFU favors the development of ecologic forest structures
more balanced with the local abiotic environment, hence the tendency to assume relatively homo-
geneous floristic and structural types; this requires monitoring the dynamics of forest processes
between sites and forest stands within the EFUs.

In the EN, timber harvesting can be distributed among different tree species populations,
where the quantity and type of the assortments removable are estimated on the basis of the dyna-
misms of the forest populations, which is previously analyzed by including also their variability
over time and verifying the improvements - or worsening - of the ecological efficiency, stability,
and resilience of the forest. For practical purposes, it is possible to transform the various abiotic
and biotic factors into class values of forest and environmental indicators.

7.1. Criteria of the 'Ecological Forest Unit’

The development of the EFU results from the ecological-silvicultural analysis of the forest
and precedes the elaboration of the EN, which varies with different cases. The classification of the
EFU is carried out through a series of steps that constitute the procedural basis of the method.

The guiding criterion of the method is the synecological approach to forest analysis [33],
which aims to produce a realistic estimate of the possible consequences of the different uses and
impacts. This step is followed by the 'Analytical Planning Scheme' (APS), which establishes the
basis for the development of the planning strategy. This 'scheme' is preparatory to the identification
and elaboration of the EFU and the EN and emerges mainly from the results of the synecological
analysis of the forest, which aims to identify the parameters of ecosystemic silviculture at the local
level.

The synecological approach to forest analysis facilitates the understanding of which uses of
the forest resource avoid or limit damage within the limits of ecological sustainability [34-37] and
indicate how to improve forest ecological functions and structure, which often show various levels
and types. The limits of ecological sustainability of uses are estimated in real cases based on the
EN, and therefore may be more limiting or more flexible than those envisaged by traditional plan-
ning criteria. In EN, timber production is seen as one among the various services and goods pro-
duced by the forest [33, 38-40].

7.2. The Analytical Planning Scheme

The criteria expressed above are applied starting from the ‘Analytical Planning Scheme',
which proceeds as follows:

a. forest characterization on a demoecological and phytosociological ground;

b. identification of sites environmentally similar based on both the abiotic factors (geology, ex-
posure, slope, thermal inversion, soil depth, pH, drainage, etc.) and the biotic factors (forest
structure, species composition, ecological indicators, etc.). This step takes into account the
ecological interactions and the reciprocal influence exerted by both the biotic and abiotic com-
ponents, such as type and modality of regeneration, humus quality, internal microclimate of
the forest, periodicity in the availability of nutrients, etc. [41-44];

c. estimation of the development trends of the forest species composition and structure within
the ‘Ecological Forest Units’;

d. comparison of the models identified through time within similar EFUs and through spatial
variability between different EFUs;

e. selection of the EFUs with the more stable and ecologically efficient chronological series of
structure development. These series show the models available within the forest or forested
area to which refer planning and management. In other words, these sequences in each EFU
are the real models of structure development developed locally, which represent the real dy-
namics of the forest ecosystem locally available that provides the models to follow.

This preliminary phase of planning is open to implement different techniques, technologies,
and investigation methods that best adapt to different situations [45-47]. However, in practice, the
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set of ecological aspects and functions of the forest is difficult to identify and analyze. Therefore,
the cognitive understanding of the forest focuses on the most important ecological aspects in light
of the influence of the dominant ecological processes. For example, the growth and differentiation
of the structure and composition of species are dominant processes in the case of former coppices,
where variations in biomass distribution, population dynamics, regeneration, intra- and inter-spe-
cific selection, and ecological functions lead to significant changes in both abiotic and biotic con-
ditions. [30, 48-54]. Given the importance of synecological and environmental factors, including
climate change and variability, the characterization of the main phenotypes is another important
step to achieve an understanding of the processes in place in relation to the characteristics of the
site, environmental variability, previous silvicultural management and changes in the trends of cli-
matic variables. In this context, it is also important to consider cases where tree morphological
characteristics, growth rates, type and success of regeneration, and ability to cope with environ-
mental stress show better than expected performance. In some cases, the synecological, dynamic
and selective structural action of climbers also plays complex roles that need to be implemented in
the study of the ecology of the forest [47, 55-57].

7.3. The models of the 'Ecological Norm’

The EN is identified by a set of characteristics and procedures and therefore does not depend
on a rigid protocol that would limit the criteria on which the EN rests:

e The most ecologically stable, viable, and stress tolerant or resistant floristic-structural se-
quences are classified by the statistical analysis of the forest. For example, the distribution
curves by age, diameter, and social position, the frequencies of the species by phytosociologi-
cal class, the demo-ecological and phytosociological relationships, the regeneration indices,
and the chronological series.

e The level of similarity of structure and specific composition of the stands within each EFU is
compared to the respective EN model through various correlation and statistical techniques.
The silvicultural management within each EFU shapes the forest towards the respective refer-
ence model of EN.

Once that the forest partitioning is defined in relation to the EFUs and the spatio-temporal
series of forest structure and species composition are identified, it is possible to estimate the re-
spective dendro-auxometric and ecological data such as basal area, mean top height, age class or
diameter class, distribution of diameters, woody biomass, rates of growth, degree of cover of the
canopy phytosociological associations, vegetation storeys, humus, mortality, regeneration indices,
or else, which are used for both demo-ecological and dendro-auxometric purposes. Thus, the 'mod-
els' identified that result more functionally efficient, more stable, more viable or less altered show
the EN as referring model(s). In fact, this approach aims to follow and support the natural spatial-
temporal dynamics of the forest by minimizing possible alterations due to human interventions.

The most ecologically balanced structural development sequence is obtained by the analysis,
comparison, and grouping of data through the use of statistical methodologies [58-61]. The statistic
'discretization' of the forest is one of the methods to process these sequences on a spatial basis;
however, the statistical methodologies to apply can vary with real cases. For example, when se-
quences diverge from the reference model, such as in the transition from dense black locust cop-
pices to mixed mesophilic oak forests with high specific diversity, the survey can be less detailed.

After the identification of the EU is completed, forest planning proceeds by correlating and
comparing the sampling data to the parameters of the EN. This provides an estimate of the differ-
ence between the real variables with respect to the expected variables in quantitative terms, the
level of ecological significance (local), the degree of alteration (similarity or dissimilarity) of the
forest parcels with respect to the reference model (EN), and the type of possible and/or suggested
interventions including the 'no silvicultural intervention' option. For example, an excess of basal
area by age class and social position of a forest species in a given forest site in reference to the


https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202207.0392.v2

Preprints (www.preprints.org) | NOT PEER-REVIEWED | Posted: 27 July 2022 d0i:10.20944/preprints202207.0392.v2

8 of 21

model of the EN could be harvested, provided that the economic provisions of the plan, which is
multifunctional, support it. At the same time, the possibility of extracting this 'surplus' depends on
the results of the local analytical framework. For example, it may result that this biomass is subject
to rapid degradation with improvement of the humus and the soil water capacity, establishment of
more demanding plant species, increase in the growth rate of the stands, faster intra- and/or inter-
specific selection, and therefore higher carbon storage.

7.4. Potential pros and cons

This approach is suitable mainly for application on large forest surfaces such as parks, re-
serves, and public land. In fact:

- the progressive recovery of the forest to more balanced and ecosystemic forms of manage-
ment does not manipulate but follows ecological processes that are analysed and modelled to iden-
tify the dynamics of the forest ecological structure and composition over time; this implies working
through interdisciplinarity. Therefore, there are not assumptions or predetermined results on the
validity — or less — of the no-silvicultural intervention option nor on the capacity of the forest to
restore the most ecologically balanced structures, but only real and local data and models;

- The flexibility of the method is high;

- Improvements of the conservative, environmental, naturalistic, landscape, hydrogeological,
scientific, and touristic functions, which are themselves multifunctional economic functions, are
expected; they can produce return values higher than wood production only;

- The wood production of the forest is approached as an economic function among others,
which means that it should not be pursued or rejected ‘a priori’ in any case. Where wood extraction
takes place, silvicultural operations with negative economic balance can be reduced or even
avoided, while the transition to organized silvicultural systems is gradual;

- In general, interventions tend to focus on small areas and apply technical and ecological
qualitative criteria;

- The reduction of the harvested surface averages and the orientation towards cuts of higher
unit economic value are favoured by the conversion to high forest, where the increase of the carbon
dioxide storage capacity in the long term drives the type of intervention;

- the woody biomass increases and can further diversify, thus producing a higher range of
products, higher elasticity and adaptability of the supply, which is an advantage with respect to
fluctuations and changes in the markets, and more carbon storage;

- the reduction of the cut surfaces supports lower impact on the soil, on the hydrogeological
structure and the landscape, and possibly increases the ratio between market prices and harvesting
costs.

On the other hand, the method shows some difficulties, such as:

- the need for a consistent and extensive interdisciplinary work to develop the ‘Ecological
Norm’;

- higher analytical, organizational, and administrative complexity;

- efficient coordination between management bodies and private properties;

- effective compliance between the plan's provisions, and timeliness of the management
deeds;

- in some countries, the difficulty of organizing the use of private forests based on a broader
and more complex model.

7.5. The 'Ecological Norm’: Concluding remarks

The 'Ecological Norm’ was initially developed as a methodology aiming to incorporate the
criteria of 'forest management on an ecological basis' [62, 66, 67], which rests on ecological and
demo-ecological parameters to estimate the possible sustainable uses of the forest as expressed by
the characteristics and properties of the ecosystem, case by case.
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In the context of the use of natural resources, the optimization of the economic functions
involves the reduction of the external energy supply, which includes the direct and indirect produc-
tion costs. The sustainability of forest uses remains rests on a part of net primary productivity avail-
able to heterotrophic consumption, resilience, carrying capacity, and the natural developments of
forest structures expressed in quantitative terms. It leads to detailed forest planning that fits within
the cycles, functions, processes, and dynamisms of the forest ecosystem by placing silvicultural
operations within the present 'ecological niches', where its modalities are defined by the ecological
dominants of the forest ecosystem.

Although this method is mainly suitable for application in parks, reserves, large areas, and/or
where multifunctional forest management is required, it can also be applied to forests in which,
following the cessation of silviculture interventions or the reduction and/or change of forest uses,
the processes of modification of the structure and species composition are active.

The risk of failure is little as the gradualness of application, the preliminary analysis and as-
sessment, and the possibility of maintaining the previous use of forest units unchanged in the event
that socio-economic and / or cultural factors require longer waiting times; all this makes the 'Eco-
logical Norm' a flexible and progressively adaptable planning methodology.

8. Trends in climate variability and forest management

Climate variability and trends act on several functions and traits of forests and trees such as
size-growth relationships, modifications of the mortality/natality ratio, tree growth and viability,
stress tolerance, selection of genotypes, and susceptibility to disease and their spreading. All this
reflects on the resilience and ecological productivity of the forests over space and time, and pro-
vides the ground on which to develop and practice adaptive forest planning and management, where
carbon storage and its balance is a component of the ecosystem services.

Ordinary or traditional tools for forest planning and management such as yield tables, indices
of fertility/productivity, or methods based only on quantitative estimates of growth distribution at
the stand level are not designed to detect the variability in growth induced by climate changes and
its trends in the short- and medium- term. However, this is very important in the practice of forest
management planning. Therefore, implementing climate variability and trends in forest planning
and management as ordinary parameters and tools is necessary, especially under the pressures in-
duced by climate change on forest ecosystems.

8.1. Time as a key factor in climate change and tree growth

Forest research has shown that climate variability plays a relevant role in forest planning and
management under climate change [4, 18, 69] as it influences the response(s) of forest and tree
growth and the CO; cycle. Changing climate conditions can alter the temperature and/or precipita-
tion thresholds critical to forest tree growth. Thus, forest planning and management need to imple-
ment the relationships between climate variability trends and the factors driving tree growth to
mitigate the impacts of climate change on forest resilience, biomass, health, and CO; storage. How-
ever, local climate variability frequently shows alternation of peak and tough periods, including
increasing trends. This raises the question whether periods of climate conditions favorable to
growth can sustain harvesting higher amounts of wood mass and storing more CO, than traditional
planning methods.

8.2. Non-stationary relationships between climate variability and tree growth

Locally, the similarity in the trend of climatic variables can differ markedly and irregularly
over time (Fig. 1) and modify both the extension of the growing season and the months that influ-
ence the growth response of trees (Fig. 2).
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Figure 1. Non-stationary association of February mean temperature (MT) with residual tree-ring series
(RTRs) in the growth year of silver fir in the Tuscan Apennines. The level of correlation of MT with RTRs
changes markedly with site during the 20t century. Different colors represent different forest sites. High var-
iability is observed in other months such as April, July, and September also. Source: [71].
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Figure 2. Statistically significant changes in the influence of monthly mean temperature (MMT) on tree ring
growth of silver fir in two sites in the Tuscan Apennine Alps (Middle Italy) during the 20th century. Months
with mean temperature associated to residual tree-ring series (RTRs) change during the 20" century and the
level of correlation is non-stationary. For example, at the upper site (CAM-Upper, 1110m asl, above) the
influence of January MT on tree ring growth declines during the 50’s while the effect of February MT on
silver fir growth increases afterward. At the lower site (LAV-Lower, 850m asl, below), the negative effect of
July MT increases in the first half of the 20th century with the warmer period occurs in the 40’s, remains
negative during the 50°s and no apparent influence on silver fir growth is observed after the 70’s. In this region,
summer MT continues to increase until recent years from the 70’s. Source: [68].

8.3. Tree ring growth and periodicity

Fourier spectral analysis of tree ring series shows peak periods and subperiods with length
similar to mean temperature (Tab.1). This suggests to verify whether these periods are similar to
those observed in climate variables to test the hypothesis that silver fir ring growth follows cycles
or periods similar to temperature and/or rainfall.

Table 1. Fourier spectral analysis shows periods (years) observed in long residual tree ring series (+80 yrs) of
silver fir in the Tuscan Apennines (Middle Italy). Peak periods are yellow, and secondary peaks are grey. For
example, grouping the occurrence of frequencies shows peaks such as 99.0, 49.5, 33.0, 19.8, 13.3, 6.6, etc.,
which have the common denominator 6.6. Source: [72].

ABE | ABE |CAM|CAM| LAV [ LAV | VAL | VAL
[Upper|Lower|{Upper|[Lower{Upper|[Lower[Upper|Lower]|
(99.0){(99.0)|(99.0){(99.0){(99.0)((99.0){(99.0)|(99.0)
49.5149.5|149.5 | 49.5|49.5|49.5 (495|495
33.0 | 33.0 | 33.0 | 33.0 | 33.0 | 33.0 | 33.0 | 33.0
248|248 | 248 | 248 | 24.8 | 24.8 | 24.8 | 24.8
19.8 [ 19.8 | 19.8 | 19.8 [ 19.8 | 19.8 | 19.8 | 19.8
16.5 ] 16.5 165 | 16.5 | 16.5 | 16.5 | 16.5 | 16.5
14.1 | 14.1 | 141 | 14.1 | 14.1 | 14.1 | 141 | 14.1
124 |1 124|124 | 124 | 124 | 124 | 124 | 124
11.0 | 11.0 | 11.0 | 11.0 | 11.0 | 11.0 | 11.0 | 11.0
99 199 199 |99 (99|99 |99 | 99
90 190 | 90 | 90 [ 9.0 | 9.0 | 9.0 | 9.0
83 | 83 | 83 | 83 | 83 | 83 | 83 | 83
76 | 76 | 76 | 76 | 7.6 | 7.6 | 7.6 | 7.6
71171 | 71 | 7.1 | 7.1 | 7.1 | 7.1 | 7.1
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66 | 66 | 66 | 6.6 | 6.6 | 6.6 | 6.6 | 6.6
62 | 62|62 |62 |62]|62|62]|62
58 | 58 | 58 | 58 [ 58 | 58 | 5.8 | 58
55 | 55 |55 |55 55|55 |55]55
52 | 52 |52 |52 |52 |52 52|52
50| 50 | 50 | 50| 50| 50| 50| 50
47 | 47 | 47 | 47 | 47 | 47 | 47 | 47
45 |1 45 | 45 | 45 | 45 | 45 | 45 | 45
43 | 43 | 43 | 43 | 43 | 43 | 43 | 43
4.13 | 4.13 | 4.13 | 4.13 | 4.13 | 4.13 | 4.13 | 4.13
3.96 | 3.96 | 3.96 | 3.96 | 3.96 | 3.96 | 3.96 | 3.96
3.81 |3.81|3.81|3.81|3.81]3.81]3.81]3.81
3.67 | 3.67 | 3.67 | 3.67 | 3.67 | 3.67 | 3.67 | 3.67
354|354 354|354 (354354354354
341 341|341 |3.41 (341|341 |341]|341
3.30 | 3.30 [ 3.30 | 3.30 | 3.30 | 3.30 | 3.30 | 3.30
3.19 [ 3.19 1 3.19 | 3.19 [ 3.19 | 3.19 | 3.19 | 3.19
3.09 | 3.09 | 3.09 | 3.09 | 3.09 | 3.09 | 3.09 | 3.09
3.00 | 3.00 | 3.00 | 3.00 | 3.00 | 3.00 | 3.00 | 3.00
291 (291 (291|291 (291291291291
2.83(2.83 283|283 (283]|2.83]|283]2.83
275275275275 275275275275
2.68 | 2.68 | 2.68 | 2.68 | 2.68 | 2.68 | 2.68 | 2.68
2.61 | 2.61 | 261|261 |2.61]261]|261]2.61
254 | 254 1254|254 | 2.54 | 2.54 | 2.54 | 2.54
248 (248 | 248 | 2.48 | 2.48 |1 2.48 | 248 | 2.48
241 (241|241 | 241 | 241241241241
236|236 236|236 (236|236 | 236|236
230 | 2.30 | 2.30 | 2.30 [ 2.30 | 2.30 | 2.30 | 2.30
2.25(225(225|225(225|225|225]|225
220220220220 22012201220 |220
2,15 (215215215 |215]215|215]2.15
2,11 2.11 | 211 | 2.11 [ 211 | 2.11 | 2.11 | 2.11
2.06 | 2.06 | 2.06 | 2.06 | 2.06 | 2.06 | 2.06 | 2.06
2.02 (202202202 (202]2.02]2.02]2.02

Although this information is important from a theoretical point of view, the complexity of

interactions between climate variability and forest growth and dynamics are difficult to implement
in Sustainable Forest Management (SFM). Nonetheless, dynamics, growth, and structural modifi-
cations of forests can partially be explained and modelled by using time.

These concerns address forest planning and management under climate change to answer

these questions:

1.

Are traditional or rigidly scheduled forest management operations damaging or worsening the
resilience of forest ecosystems and their ability to store CO,?

Can time be used to adapt flexible forest management operations to variability in climate
parameters proved to influence forest/tree growth?

Can timing in forest management be used to maintain both sustainable forest productivity and
high rate of CO, storage?

Given these questions, forest management and silviculture that do not implement climate

change conditions show four main situations; in a simplified scheme, silvicultural interventions can
take place (Fig. 3):

when the rate of growth is decreasing: future productivity is altered; the minimum biomass
capital risks to be damaged, and CO, storage is negatively affected (red line).

During a trough of the rate of growth: the minimum biomass necessary to preserve the resili-
ence of the forest is damaged; the damage can be temporary (decadest) or permanent; CO,
storage capacity is deficient — which can be read as an indirect emission of CO> since the
balance is negative (magenta line).
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b) When the rate of growth is increasing: the planned wood mass can be used without compro-
mising the resilience and recovery of the forest; CO, storage remains increasing (orange line).
¢) During a peak period of growth: the wood mass harvested can be even higher than planned by
using traditional planning schemes, and the rate of CO; storage can be above the average (green

line).
If this variability is related to climate
variability ... Or else ...
Volume (m*)
Additional gain (+CO,) Temporary disturbance within resilience:

Sustainability

Lost gain (-CO,)+

damage (temporary, '
permanent)

Long-term alteration:
Unsustainable/Sustainable = Policy

Permanent alteration: Unsustainable

Bicmase growth (model) Decline: Unsustainable

Real growth Pr—

TIME (years)

Figure 3. Schematical concept of timing and possible effects of silvicultural interventions and harvesting without implement-
ing climate variability and trends.

e  Light green line. Simplified theoretical volume development in a mono-aged stand.

e  Dark green line. Real growth development (enhanced) including variability in local climate conditions. Temporary

disturbance within resilience: Sustainable.

e  Light blue line. Long-term alteration: unsustainable/sustainable = Policy.

e  Orange line. Permanent alteration: unsustainable.

e  Dark grey line. Decline: unsustainable.

e  Red areas. Temporary or permanent losses in CO:z storage and biomass production; forest damage.

e  Light blue areas. Additional storage of CO2, higher biomass production.

e  Yellow areas. Traditional silvicultural interventions (i.e., thinning).

e Light grey ellipse. Variability in volume growth related to local climate variability.

The concept shown in Figure 3 schematizes the periods — which can be 6 - 7 years long in
the Mediterranean area [5] — when the influence of climate variables on forest species growth
increases or decreases. These periods can be used to plan management and silvicultural interven-
tions on the basis of the variability in tree growth trends associated with climate variability during
time. A necessary step is to identify the climate variables that influence tree growth of the species
considered followed by the estimation of the upper and lower thresholds of these climate variables
(i.e.: temperature and/or rainfall) that limit and/or promote the forest species growth at the local
level. Once that the range of temperature and/or rainfall within which tree growth responds is iden-
tified, the periods when the rate of growth increases or decreases in accordance with historical
series of climate variables (Fig. 4) can be approximated. It can be noted that the growth response
to thresholds of temperature and/or rainfall is controlled mainly genetically and therefore it tends
to be constant over long time, surely over the length of any forest management plan.

Thus, forest planning and management can work by scheduling periods for operations and
interventions in the periods when the range of the threshold values of climate variables produce
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positive growth trends and, vice versa, by suspending them during the periods of decreasing tree
growth. Since trends in climate variables tend to change over periods of a few years, dendroclima-
tological analysis can show how the inluence of climate variables on tree growth varies even in the
medium-short term, where tree growth is intended as the periodic average increment of the stands.

Lower CO, uptake (and
Higher CO, uptake higher temperature)

A

for cutting

Mean temperature

A -
()
?
. 3 . Time
Period suitable Range of temperatures Uncertainty, ( )

suitable for cutting incomplete knowledge FRaEs

Tree (radial) Seasonal, monthly

growth mean temperature

over the entire period

Figure 4. The concept. Periods of increase and decrease of stand growth crossed with a suitable range of
temperature and/or rainfall thresholds for tree growth can identify time and period suitable for silvicultural
interventions in forest planning and management. Source: [4].

8.4. The Climate Variable Thresholds: an example

Statistically significant levels of correlation between monthly mean temperature, monthly
rainfall, and residual tree rings are observed in many forest sites, for example in the Tuscan Apen-
nines (Middle Italy). Here, monthly mean temperatures associated with residual tree rings have
changed during the 20th century (Fig. 5) and their level of correlation has been highly non-station-
ary over time. Once the association between climate variables and tree growth and its variability
over time has been identified by dendroclimatological analysis, it has been possible to estimate the
periods when the association shows a significant positive or negative influence on tree growth.

The example shown in Figure 5 schematizes the association of winter mean temperature (De-
cember of the previous year and January and February of the current year; DJF) with tree ring
growth in beech, which increases from the late ‘50s onward. For example, before this period, DJF
seems is little or no influent on beech growth. When the level of association shows 7 equal to or
higher than 0.38, the corresponding threshold of DJF is >8.0°C. Or, before 1950 the influence of
DIJF on beech radial growth was weak or even null.
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Figure 5. Pearson’s r correlation (red line) between 29-years moving means of winter mean temperature (°C;
grey line) and normalized ring width (NRW; green line) in beech stands in Mugello (Tuscany, Middle Italy).
The Pearson’s r scale (right) is modified to focus on the variability of the red line. Source: [73] (simplified).

8.5. Inputs of the thresholds

The climate variable thresholds can be used to estimate the time when an increasing trend of
growth is expected to turn into decreasing, and vice versa. This can be made by monitoring the
values of the mean temperature and/or rainfall of the months (or seasons) associated with the aver-
age stand growth in the years before interventions; this period is assumed to correspond to the
average growth increment over the same period of the climate variable considered.

At this point, given these thresholds, linear, polynomial, curvilinear or exponential models
can be used to estimate which monthly mean temperature and / or monthly rainfall of the current
and previous year indicate favorable or unfavorable growth conditions with respect to the indices
of the tree ring series (NRW). The positive or negative trend of radial growth is considered as the
deviation, increasing or decreasing, from the medium-long term average value (e.g. two periods of
7 years, or more) of the NRW index. In other words, NRW values higher than the average for the
period considered indicate a positive influence of the independent (climatic) variables on tree ring
growth, while lower values show an influence of the climatic variables that reduces tree ring
growth. For application purposes, this modeling must be calibrated by applying the results of den-
drochronological monitoring and climatic variables by inserting the data produced by the “on-site”
weather stations.

In the Mugello case study, model A) shows how the value of NRWs relates to monthly cli-
mate variables in a certain year i. Model B) considers also the influence of two more parameters of
the previous year (i — 1). However, since the difference in statistical significance between the two
models A) and B) is small, for practical purposes it is suggested using model A) except for re-
calibrations to be performed on the basis of monitoring every 4-5 years. In the beech in Mugello,
the average value over 15 years (7 + 1 + 7) of NRW (NRW5s) is 98.8; therefore, results with values
lower than this indicate unfavorable conditions the lower they are, and vice versa. For example, a
value of 89.2 of NRW; indicates not to proceed with interventions while NRW, equal to 104.5 shows
favorable conditions and therefore the possibility of carrying out silvicultural interventions in the
current year.
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A) NRW; =79,8 +0,07*Lug P + 0,04*Aug P + 0,76*Feb Tm + 0,90*Mag Tm
R? =0,23; Pr> model F = 0,001 (variance analysis)

B) NRW;=70,2 +0,07*Lug P + 0,04*Aug P + 0,61*Feb Tm + 0,67*Mag Tm + 1,05%Oct-1 Tm
+0,38*Dic-1 Tm
R?=0,24; Pr>model F = 0,003 (variance analysis)

Table 2 shows the climate variables and the significance values (p-values) that refer to a ‘win-
dow’ (moving average) of 15 years (7 + 1 + 7) to highlight the medium-term variability. As verified
by Fourier spectral analysis (Table 1), the values of the 'windows' are multiples of 7 years. The p-
values refer to the correlation of the moving averages (15 years) between the normalized indexes
of the tree ring series and the series of monthly average temperatures and monthly rainfall. Only
the months that have statistical significance are reported.

Table 2. Thresholds of monthly mean temperature (Tm) and monthly rainfall (P) relative to the increase or
reduction of growth rate in beech (Fagus sylvatica) in Mugello [73].

Mean Temperature (Tm)
Current year
February May
Tm Effect Tm Effect
<2,5°C | Null/negative r=0,26 | >12°C Positivo r=0,24
p<0,012 | <14°C p<0,018
>2,5°C Positive <12°C = Null/Negative
>14°C
Previous year
October December
Tm Effect Tm Effect
<11°C Null/neg r=0,22 | >3°C Positive r=0,22
>13°C | Null/negative = p<0,033 | <3°C Null/negative p<0,032
Rainfall (P)
Previous year
July August
P Effect P Effect
<50mm | Null/negative r=0,29 | <70mm | Null/negative r=10,23
>50mm Positive p <0,009 | >70mm Positive p <0,038

In general, this type of modeling can be validated and/or calibrated by applying the results of
dendrochronological and climatic monitoring carried out in the sampling areas and weather stations
"onsite". These data are used to update dendroclimatological analyzes and plan interventions as
ordinary forest management tools.

Table 3 shows an example of the application of the thresholds reported in Table 2 in order to
foresee the year when silvicultural intervention can take place. For example, if we observe values
such as those of Table 3 and then compare them with those of the upper and lower thresholds of
Table 2, we obtain a situation like that of Table 3 - “Intervention”; the green color indicates the
year in which the interventions can be carried out and the orange color warns not to make silvicul-
tural interventions.
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Table 3. The orange color indicates a year with negative or no effects on radial growth, the
green color positive effects. The value -1 means ‘previous year’.

Table 3
Year Mean temperature Rainfall Intervention
October -1 | December -1 | February | May July | August
2020 14°C 5°C 1°C 12.5°C | 20mm | 30mm No
2021 12°C -2°C 4°C 13.5°C | 25mm | 20mm No
2022 10°C 3°C 4°C 13°C | 65mm = 80mm Yes

9. Discussion

The introduction of the upper and lower thresholds of climatic variables as one of the main
factors for estimating the growth of forest trees at the level of homogeneous classes of site factors
(e.g. elevation, slope, exposure, soil, humus, etc.) contributes to define the variability in the growth
trend of trees in space and time. This aspect helps a lot to understand and calculate where and how
the growth rate (and also the decrease) is distributed over the forest and how it varies over space
and time. This is particularly important under the constraints imposed by the variability of climatic
conditions, which determines periods of increase in the growth rate that alternate with periods of
decrease in the rate. Under the effects of climate change and / or the need to implement carbon
dioxide storage in plants as a strategy that contributes to limiting warming due to rising carbon
dioxide levels in the atmosphere, a relevant factor for the sustainability of forest management is to
avoid the extraction of woody biomass in quantities exceeding the increase in periodic production.
This can be done by taking the excess productivity produced during periods of climatic conditions
conducive to growth or that stimulate a higher growth rate, where the periodicity is indicated by
the intervals between climatic conditions that increase growth and conditions that reduce it.

At the same time, it is probable that the improvement in the balance between the increase in
total wood biomass, the productivity of the wood mass and percentage of it harvested, and the
greater storage of carbon dioxide per unit of surface area is reflected in better economic values of
both wood production and ecosystem services. For example, cutting during periods of increased
wood production allows you to:

extract larger volumes with the same percentage increase per unit area;

e increase in forest biomass;

e carbon dioxide stored in plants and in the soil not to disperse but to continue to accumulate;

e avoid the extraction of wood when the growth rate is decreasing and / or the mass collected is
higher than the productivity of the wood.

Thus, the monitoring of forest growth and climate variability and their relationships becomes
an ordinary tool for forest planning and management; and the planning of the distribution of the
harvest can be promptly and easily adapted to changes in climate trends in the short and medium
term.

In terms of forest planning and management under climate change, implementing climate var-
iable thresholds in the framework of ‘ecosystemic silviculture’ can integrate the methods exposed
above provided that the forest stands are grouped according to the ecological similarity of the sites.
In fact, at the forest unit level, the composition and structure of species tend to become uniform
when the ecological and environmental characteristics of the sites are similar. For example, the
‘Ecological Forest Unit’ can represent the basis on which to implement forest management based
on thresholds of climate variables.
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10. Conclusion

In general, forest planning and management under climate change is unlikely to adhere to a
sort of ‘technical’ and / or ‘preordained’ scheme to be rigidly applied. Rather, in most cases, strat-
egies and tools for forest planning and management in the context of climate change require de-
tailed knowledge of forest ecology, growth, dynamics, boundaries and environmental thresholds to
be developed and applied in accordance with trends in climatic variability. Other relevant factors,
such as genetic and/or phenotypic plasticity or adaptability, success or failure of natural generation,
or else, should be ascertained at the forest ecosystem level, while responses can differ greatly.

Certainly, strategies, methodologies and techniques for forest management in a climate
change regime should refer to some valid and applicable methods and models that identify the
criteria to be used. However, these criteria require careful consideration and analysis of the climatic,
environmental, and forest context, thus adapting strategies, methods and techniques to the local
reality, where models for effective forest management to climate change are developed.
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