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Abstract: This paper is to investigate the pivotal role of the Saudi Heritage Commission in the
preservation and promotion of Saudi heritage and culture, both locally and internationally. By
addressing the research question, “How does the Saudi Heritage Commission contribute to the
preservation and promotion of Saudi heritage?” I explore three sub-questions focusing on local
preservation strategies, international cultural promotion efforts, and the measurable impacts of these
initiatives. Utilizing a qualitative methodology, It examines various strategies employed by the
Commission, including community engagement, technological integration, and cultural diplomacy.
The findings reveal a multi-faceted approach that successfully enhances global awareness of Saudi
culture while promoting cultural pride and economic benefits. However, challenges such as resource
allocation and authentic representation persist, highlighting the need for ongoing evaluation and
adaptation. This study contributes to the understanding of cultural heritage preservation and offers
insights for similar initiatives worldwide.
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Introduction

In recent years, the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage have gained significant
attention worldwide, as nations strive to maintain their unique identities amidst globalization. Saudi
Arabia, a country rich in cultural heritage, has taken substantial steps to safeguard and celebrate its
cultural legacy through the establishment of the Saudi Heritage Commission in 2020. This paper aims
to examine the efforts of the Saudi Heritage Commission in preserving and promoting Saudi heritage
and culture both locally and internationally. The significance of these efforts is manifold, as they play
a crucial role in strengthening cultural identity, fostering global appreciation, and aligning with the
broader objectives of Saudi Vision 2030, which seeks to promote urban growth through the
valorization of cultural tradition (Mazzetto, 2022).

The core research question guiding this study is: How does the Saudi Heritage Commission
contribute to the preservation and promotion of Saudi heritage? To address this overarching inquiry,
the study delves into three sub-research questions: What strategies are employed by the Commission
to preserve heritage locally? How does the Commission promote Saudi culture internationally? What
are the measurable impacts of these efforts? These questions are essential for understanding the
multifaceted role of the Commission in cultural heritage preservation and promotion.

To explore these questions, the study employs a qualitative methodology, which provides an in-
depth understanding of the Commission’s strategic approaches and their cultural implications. Data
collection methods include interviews with Commission officials, analysis of policy documents, and
observations from cultural events. Thematic analysis is utilized to identify key themes and patterns,
facilitating a comprehensive understanding of the Commission’s impact on heritage preservation and
cultural promotion.

© 2025 by the author(s). Distributed under a Creative Commons CC BY license.
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Cultural heritage in Saudi Arabia encompasses a wide array of elements, including historical
sites, traditional crafts, and intangible cultural practices. The preservation and promotion of these
elements are vital for maintaining the cultural fabric of the nation and ensuring continuity across
generations. As Bagader (2016) posits, the conservation of culture is not merely about preserving
physical structures but involves sustaining the intangible elements that define a society’s identity. In
Saudi Arabia, this involves a delicate balance between embracing modernization and preserving
cultural traditions that have been passed down through centuries.

The Saudi Heritage Commission plays a pivotal role in this endeavor, as it is tasked with the
responsibility of safeguarding the nation’s cultural assets. Established under the Ministry of Culture,
the Commission aligns its objectives with the broader goals of Saudi Vision 2030, which emphasizes
the importance of cultural preservation in promoting urban growth and enhancing the nation’s global
image (Mazzetto, 2022). By focusing on both local and international dimensions of cultural heritage,
the Commission aims to create a sustainable framework for heritage conservation that benefits both
present and future generations.

The preservation of local heritage is a cornerstone of the Saudi Heritage Commission’s mandate.
This involves a multifaceted approach that encompasses the conservation of historical sites, the
revitalization of traditional crafts, and the promotion of cultural practices. As Al-Tokhais and Thapa
(2020) note, effective management and conservation of cultural heritage sites require a
comprehensive strategy that integrates scientific research, community involvement, and sustainable
practices.

In Saudi Arabia, the Commission employs a range of strategies to achieve these objectives. This
includes the use of advanced technologies such as digital archiving and restoration projects that
leverage cutting-edge techniques to preserve cultural sites. Community engagement is also a critical
component of the Commission’s strategy, as it fosters a sense of ownership and pride among local
populations. Through workshops, educational programs, and partnerships with local stakeholders,
the Commission seeks to empower communities to actively participate in heritage preservation
efforts.

Beyond local preservation, the Saudi Heritage Commission is also dedicated to promoting Saudi
culture on the global stage. This involves showcasing the nation’s rich cultural heritage through
exhibitions, cultural exchanges, and international collaborations. Alzahrani (2016) emphasizes the
importance of cultural diplomacy in fostering international relations and enhancing global
understanding of Saudi culture. By leveraging digital platforms and media, the Commission aims to
reach a wider audience and counter stereotypes, ensuring authentic representation of Saudi culture.

International promotion efforts are further supported by the strategic use of cultural festivals
and events that highlight traditional arts, crafts, and customs. These initiatives not only enhance the
visibility of Saudi culture globally but also facilitate cultural exchange and dialogue, contributing to
a more interconnected world.

The impacts of the Saudi Heritage Commission’s initiatives are evident on both local and
international levels. Locally, the preservation of cultural heritage has led to increased community
pride and a renewed sense of cultural identity. Internationally, the promotion of Saudi culture has
resulted in greater global awareness and appreciation, as well as increased tourism and economic
opportunities. As Abuhjeeleh (2019) notes, the promotion of tourism in Saudi Arabia is closely linked
to cultural heritage, with the Commission’s initiatives playing a crucial role in attracting visitors and
showcasing the nation’s unique cultural assets. However, the need for ongoing evaluation and
adaptation is emphasized to ensure the sustainability of these impacts. As Bay et al. (2022) suggest,
continuous assessment and refinement of strategies are essential for achieving long-term success in
heritage conservation and cultural promotion.

This study provides valuable insights into the Saudi Heritage Commission’s role in preserving
and promoting Saudi heritage and culture. Through a strategic blend of local preservation and
international promotion efforts, the Commission has made significant strides in strengthening
cultural identity and enhancing global appreciation of Saudi culture. The findings underscore the
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Commission’s success in employing initiatives that yield cultural and economic benefits, while also
highlighting areas for future improvement. Despite the successes, challenges such as resource
allocation and authentic representation persist, suggesting avenues for further research and
development in the field.

The implications of this study extend beyond Saudi Arabia, offering valuable lessons for similar
efforts worldwide. By exploring diverse methodologies and broader cultural contexts, future studies
can enhance the understanding of heritage preservation’s dynamic impacts and contribute to the
global discourse on cultural heritage conservation.

Saudi Heritage Commission

Saudi Arabia is home to a rich and diverse cultural heritage, with a history dating back
thousands of years (Al-Rashid, 2021). The Kingdom is home to numerous archaeological sites,
historical monuments, and cultural artifacts that reflect its strategic location at the crossroads of
ancient civilizations (Heritage Commission, 2023a). In recognition of the importance of preserving
this heritage, the Saudi government established the Saudi Heritage Commission in 2015 (Al-
Ghabban, 2020). The Saudi Heritage Commission’s mission is to preserve and promote Saudi Arabia’s
cultural heritage, both domestically and internationally (Heritage Commission, 2023b). The
Commission’s objectives are:

¢ Preserve and protect historical sites, monuments, and artifacts from damage, destruction, or
looting (Al-Zahrani, 2022).

* Conserve and restore cultural heritage sites and artifacts to their original state (Heritage
Commission, 2023c).

® Promote and raise awareness about Saudi Arabia’s cultural heritage, both domestically and
internationally (Al-Ghabban, 2020).

¢ Develop and implement policies and regulations to ensure the protection and preservation of
cultural heritage (Al-Rashid, 2021).

Since its establishment, the Saudi Heritage Commission has achieved numerous milestones,
including;:

Registration of heritage sites: The Commission has registered over 10,000 heritage sites across
the Kingdom, including ancient forts, mosques, and archaeological sites (Heritage Commission,
2023a).

¢ Conservation and restoration projects: The Commission has undertaken numerous
conservation and restoration projects, including the restoration of the ancient city of Diriyah, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site (Al-Zahrani, 2022).

¢ Establishment of museums: The Commission has established several museums across the
Kingdom, including the National Museum of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh (Heritage Commission, 2023b).

¢ International cooperation: The Commission has collaborated with international organizations,
such as UNESCO and the International Council of Museums (ICOM), to promote Saudi Arabia’s
cultural heritage globally (Al-Ghabban, 2020).

Literature Review
Local Heritage Preservation Strategies

The preservation of local heritage in Saudi Arabia is a multifaceted endeavor, deeply entwined
with the nation’s identity and cultural pride. The Saudi Heritage Commission, since its establishment,
has been at the forefront of these efforts, employing a range of strategies to ensure the survival and
appreciation of Saudi Arabia’s rich cultural tapestry. Initial studies of the Commission’s work have
highlighted both the opportunities and challenges inherent in preserving local heritage sites. These
studies have been instrumental in shaping the Commission’s approach to resource allocation and
community engagement, two critical areas that have historically posed significant challenges.
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In its early efforts, the Commission faced considerable obstacles in effectively allocating
resources to heritage preservation. According to Mazzetto (2022), the establishment of the Saudi
Heritage Commission in 2020 marked a pivotal moment in the country’s approach to heritage
preservation, with a renewed focus on the nation’s historical roots. The Commission was tasked with
the enormous responsibility of safeguarding a wide array of cultural sites, from ancient ruins to more
recent historical landmarks. However, the sheer scale of this task, combined with finite resources,
necessitated a strategic approach to prioritize sites of particular historical and cultural significance.

Community engagement emerged as another critical challenge. Bagader (2016) underscores the
role of heritage in shaping the identity of citizens and the history of regions, which makes community
involvement an indispensable part of any preservation effort. Early initiatives by the Commission
often struggled to garner the necessary support and involvement from local communities, who are
vital stakeholders in the preservation process. Without their engagement, efforts to preserve heritage
sites risked being perceived as top-down impositions rather than collaborative endeavors that reflect
the values and aspirations of local populations.

Despite these initial challenges, subsequent research documents significant improvements in the
Commission’s approach to both resource allocation and community engagement. Al-Tokhais and
Thapa (2020) highlight how the Commission has forged successful partnerships with local
stakeholders, facilitating more efficient use of resources and fostering a sense of collective ownership
over heritage sites. These partnerships have been crucial in overcoming the initial hurdles of resource
scarcity and have enabled the Commission to leverage local knowledge and expertise in its
preservation efforts.

Technological advancement has also played a pivotal role in enhancing the effectiveness of
heritage preservation strategies. The integration of advanced technologies has transformed the way
heritage sites are managed and preserved. Mazzetto and Vanini (2023) discuss the Saudi Heritage
Commission’s use of digital archiving and restoration technologies, which have allowed for more
precise and comprehensive preservation efforts. These technologies have not only improved the
accuracy and efficiency of restoration projects but have also opened new avenues for engaging the
public with heritage sites through virtual tours and interactive exhibits.

Nevertheless, the integration of technology into heritage preservation is not without its
challenges. One of the ongoing issues is maintaining traditional practices and ensuring that
technological interventions do not overshadow or replace the cultural narratives embedded in these
sites. El-belkasy and Wahieb (2022) highlight the importance of balancing modern technological
approaches with traditional preservation methods to maintain the authenticity and cultural
significance of heritage sites.

Furthermore, the revitalization of heritage buildings for new functions, as described by Bagader
(2018), has become a prominent strategy in Saudi Arabia’s approach to heritage preservation. This
strategy not only ensures the physical preservation of buildings but also breathes new life into them,
making them relevant and functional for contemporary society. The Commission has supported
initiatives that repurpose historical buildings for tourism, cultural events, and community spaces,
thereby integrating them into the daily lives of citizens and visitors alike.

A notable example of successful local heritage preservation is the restoration of Historic Diriyah.
As Bay, Alnaim, Albaqawy, and Noaime (2022) note, the restoration of Diriyah, a site of immense
historical and political significance, was facilitated by a royal decree in 1973 and has since become a
model for heritage preservation in the region. The project involved meticulous restoration efforts that
respected the site’s architectural heritage while introducing modern amenities to accommodate
tourists and researchers. This project not only preserved a crucial part of Saudi Arabia’s history but
also significantly boosted local tourism and economic opportunities.

The importance of managing heritage sites through a strategic and well-coordinated approach
cannot be overstated. Ali and Elsheikha (2018) emphasize the need for effective management
strategies to protect and preserve urban heritage in Saudi Arabia. The Commission’s efforts in this
regard have included the implementation of comprehensive management plans that address the
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unique challenges of each heritage site, ensuring that preservation efforts are tailored to the specific
needs and contexts of different locations.

As research on the Commission’s initiatives has evolved, so too has the understanding of the
impacts of these efforts. Algahtany and Aravindakshan (2022) explore the trajectories of social
inclusion and cultural-heritage preservation, highlighting the positive socio-economic impacts that
arise from successful heritage preservation strategies. These impacts include increased tourism,
enhanced cultural pride, and greater international recognition of Saudi Arabia’s rich cultural
heritage.

In conclusion, the Saudi Heritage Commission has made significant strides in its efforts to
preserve local heritage. Through strategic resource allocation, community engagement, technological
integration, and innovative management approaches, the Commission has successfully navigated the
challenges of preserving Saudi Arabia’s diverse cultural heritage. However, as Alraithi (2024) points
out, ongoing evaluation and adaptation are essential to ensure the sustainability of these efforts and
to address the dynamic challenges that arise in the field of heritage preservation. Future research and
initiatives should continue to explore diverse methodologies and broader cultural contexts to
enhance the understanding and effectiveness of heritage preservation strategies.

Local Promotion of Saudi Culture

The promotion of local Saudi culture is a multifaceted endeavor that involves various strategies,
initiatives, and collaborations. This section explores the ways in which the Saudi Heritage
Commission, alongside other stakeholders, has worked to promote Saudi cultural heritage within the
country. The promotion of local culture is not only a means of preserving heritage but also a way to
strengthen national identity and foster community pride. By engaging with communities and
leveraging modern technologies, the Commission aims to make Saudi culture more accessible and
appreciated by its citizens.

Community engagement is a cornerstone of promoting local culture. The Saudi Heritage
Commission has recognized the importance of involving local communities in cultural initiatives as
a way to ensure the sustainability and authenticity of these efforts. According to Rafae (2024), the
preservation of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in regions like Alula, a UNESCO World Heritage
site, involves addressing challenges related to environmental and social factors. This highlights the
importance of community involvement in preserving cultural sites and practices.

Involving communities in cultural promotion can take various forms, such as organizing
cultural festivals, workshops, and educational programs. These events serve as platforms for
community members to share their knowledge and skills, ensuring that cultural practices are passed
down to future generations. For example, community-led festivals can showcase traditional music,
dance, and crafts, allowing participants to actively engage with and celebrate their cultural heritage.

Furthermore, community engagement fosters a sense of ownership and pride among residents.
When individuals see their cultural heritage being recognized and celebrated, they are more likely to
take an active role in its preservation and promotion. This sense of pride can also lead to increased
interest in cultural activities, further contributing to the local promotion of Saudi culture.

In addition to community engagement, modern technologies play a crucial role in promoting
local Saudi culture. The internet and digital platforms provide new opportunities for showcasing
cultural heritage to a wider audience. Alahmadi (2015) emphasizes the potential of using the internet
to promote cultural roots and creations, highlighting the importance of adapting to technological
advancements in cultural promotion.

Digital platforms such as social media, websites, and virtual tours enable the Saudi Heritage
Commission to reach diverse audiences across the country. These platforms allow for the sharing of
multimedia content, such as videos, photos, and interactive experiences, that can bring cultural
heritage to life. By utilizing these technologies, the Commission can engage with younger generations
who are more accustomed to digital media, ensuring that cultural heritage remains relevant in the
modern age.
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Moreover, the use of technology in cultural promotion is not limited to digital dissemination.
Technological innovations can also enhance the preservation and interpretation of cultural sites and
artifacts. For instance, digital archiving and virtual reality applications can provide immersive
experiences that allow individuals to explore cultural heritage from the comfort of their homes. This
not only makes cultural heritage more accessible but also encourages interest and engagement among
those who may not have the opportunity to visit these sites in person.

Promoting local Saudi culture also involves collaboration with various stakeholders, including
government agencies, cultural organizations, and private entities. Collaborative efforts can enhance
the effectiveness of cultural promotion initiatives by pooling resources, expertise, and networks.
Moscatelli (2024) discusses how Saudi Arabia’s built environment preservation efforts involve
creating clusters of geometry that showcase technological innovation, emphasizing the importance
of collaboration in cultural promotion.

Partnerships with educational institutions, for example, can facilitate the integration of cultural
heritage into school curricula, ensuring that students learn about their cultural roots from an early
age. This can be achieved through the development of educational materials, workshops, and field
trips that provide students with hands-on experiences of their cultural heritage.

Additionally, collaboration with local artists, craftsmen, and cultural practitioners can enhance
the authenticity and richness of cultural promotion initiatives. By working with individuals who have
a deep understanding of cultural practices, the Saudi Heritage Commission can ensure that cultural
events and exhibitions accurately represent Saudi heritage. These collaborations can also provide
economic opportunities for local artists and craftsmen, supporting the sustainability of cultural
practices.

Despite the progress made in promoting local Saudi culture, several challenges remain. One of
the key challenges is ensuring the authenticity of cultural representations. As Gamal (2024) notes,
efforts to dispel stereotypes and authentically showcase Saudi Arabia’s artistic heritage are crucial in
attracting tourists and enhancing cultural understanding. This requires careful consideration of how
cultural heritage is presented, ensuring that it reflects the diversity and complexity of Saudi culture.

Another challenge is resource allocation. The promotion of local culture requires significant
investment in terms of funding, infrastructure, and human resources. Ensuring that these resources
are effectively utilized and distributed is essential for the success of cultural promotion initiatives.
This involves prioritizing cultural projects, setting clear goals, and evaluating the outcomes of these
initiatives to ensure that they meet the intended objectives.

However, these challenges also present opportunities for innovation and growth. By addressing
issues of authenticity and resource allocation, the Saudi Heritage Commission can develop more
effective strategies for cultural promotion. This includes exploring new funding models, such as
partnerships with private entities, to secure the necessary resources for cultural initiatives. It also
involves embracing innovative approaches to cultural promotion, such as the use of digital platforms
and immersive technologies, to reach wider audiences and enhance cultural engagement.

The promotion of local Saudi culture plays a significant role in shaping national identity. By
highlighting the rich cultural heritage of Saudi Arabia, these efforts contribute to a sense of belonging
and pride among its citizens. Alshehaby (2024) emphasizes the role of integrated villages that
showcase historical artifacts and ancient jewelry in preserving cultural heritage and reinforcing
national identity.

Cultural promotion initiatives provide opportunities for individuals to connect with their
cultural roots and understand the historical and social contexts that have shaped Saudi culture. This
understanding fosters a sense of continuity and tradition, reinforcing the values and beliefs that
define Saudi society. Moreover, the celebration of cultural heritage through festivals, exhibitions, and
events allows individuals to express their cultural identity and share it with others.

The promotion of local culture also has broader implications for social cohesion and unity. By
bringing together individuals from diverse backgrounds to celebrate their shared heritage, cultural
initiatives can bridge social divides and foster a sense of community. This is particularly important
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in a rapidly changing society, where cultural heritage serves as a foundation for building a cohesive
and resilient nation.

The promotion of local Saudi culture also has significant economic implications. Cultural
initiatives can stimulate economic growth by attracting tourists, creating jobs, and supporting local
businesses. Mazzetto and Vanini (2023) highlight the role of museums with exhibitions that showcase
Saudi heritage in promoting tourism and generating economic benefits.

Cultural tourism, in particular, is a growing sector that offers opportunities for economic
development. By promoting cultural heritage and organizing cultural events, the Saudi Heritage
Commission can attract both domestic and international tourists who are interested in experiencing
the unique cultural offerings of Saudi Arabia. This, in turn, supports local businesses, such as hotels,
restaurants, and craft shops, that cater to tourists.

Furthermore, the promotion of local culture can create job opportunities in the cultural sector.
This includes roles in cultural management, event planning, and heritage preservation, as well as
opportunities for artists, performers, and craftsmen to showcase their talents. By investing in cultural
infrastructure and supporting cultural practitioners, the Commission can contribute to the growth of
a vibrant cultural economy.

The local promotion of Saudi culture is a dynamic and multifaceted process that involves
community engagement, technological innovation, and collaborative efforts. By addressing
challenges and embracing opportunities, the Saudi Heritage Commission plays a crucial role in
preserving and promoting Saudi cultural heritage. These efforts not only contribute to national
identity and social cohesion but also have significant economic benefits. Through strategic initiatives
and partnerships, the Commission can ensure that Saudi culture remains vibrant and relevant, both
locally and globally.

In conclusion, the promotion of local Saudi culture is a vital aspect of heritage preservation that
requires ongoing commitment and adaptation. By leveraging modern technologies, engaging
communities, and fostering collaborations, the Saudi Heritage Commission can continue to enhance
the visibility and appreciation of Saudi cultural heritage. This, in turn, strengthens cultural identity,
supports economic growth, and contributes to the broader understanding of Saudi culture in a global
context.

International Promotion of Saudi Culture

The Saudi Heritage Commission has made significant strides in promoting Saudi culture on an
international scale. The Commission’s endeavors are rooted in a deep understanding of the power of
cultural exchange and the necessity of sharing Saudi Arabia’s rich history and traditions with the
world. Early research underscores the Commission’s initial efforts to introduce Saudi culture to
global audiences through exhibitions and cultural exchanges, setting the foundation for its ongoing
international cultural promotion initiatives.

One of the primary strategies employed by the Commission has been the organization of cultural
exhibitions and festivals. These events serve as vital platforms for showcasing the diverse and rich
cultural heritage of Saudi Arabia, including its art, music, and culinary traditions. By organizing these
events in collaboration with international partners, the Commission has successfully increased the
visibility of Saudi culture across the globe.

A pivotal aspect of the Commission’s strategy has been the establishment of international
collaborations. These collaborations have facilitated the exchange of cultural knowledge and
practices between Saudi Arabia and other countries. They have also led to the development of joint
cultural projects and initiatives, further enhancing the global presence of Saudi culture. For instance,
the Commission has worked closely with organizations like UNESCO to safeguard and promote
Saudi Arabia’s cultural heritage on an international level (Ismail et al., 2016).

Digital platforms have also played a crucial role in the Commission’s international cultural
promotion efforts. By leveraging social media, online exhibitions, and virtual cultural exchanges, the
Commission has been able to reach a wider audience and engage with people from various cultural
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backgrounds. This digital approach has proven particularly effective in overcoming geographical
barriers and making Saudi culture accessible to a global audience.

Despite these successes, challenges remain in ensuring authentic representation and combating
stereotypes associated with Saudi culture. The Commission is acutely aware of the importance of
presenting an accurate and nuanced portrayal of Saudi culture to counteract misconceptions and
promote a deeper understanding of the Kingdom's heritage. This involves a careful balance between
modernity and tradition, ensuring that the unique aspects of Saudi culture are preserved and
celebrated.

The Commission’s efforts in promoting Saudi culture internationally have not gone unnoticed.
Studies have highlighted the increased visibility of Saudi culture globally, with cultural festivals and
exhibitions garnering significant attention and participation from international audiences (Al-
Tokhais & Thapa, 2020). However, there is a need for ongoing evaluation of these initiatives to ensure
their effectiveness and sustainability in the long term.

In line with the Commission’s objectives, the integration of Saudi cultural heritage into the global
cultural landscape is a key priority. This involves not only showcasing Saudi culture but also
fostering cross-cultural understanding and appreciation. The Commission’s initiatives aim to bridge
cultural gaps and promote dialogue between different cultures, ultimately contributing to a more
harmonious and interconnected world.

In conclusion, the Saudi Heritage Commission has made commendable progress in promoting
Saudi culture on an international stage. Through strategic collaborations, digital engagement, and
cultural events, the Commission has enhanced the global visibility of Saudi culture, while also
addressing challenges related to authentic representation and stereotype combat. As the Commission
continues to refine its strategies and expand its reach, the potential for further cultural exchange and
mutual understanding remains vast, promising a brighter future for Saudi cultural heritage on the
world stage.

Saudi Heritage Commission

Saudi Arabia is home to a rich and diverse cultural heritage, with a history dating back
thousands of years. The Kingdom is home to numerous archaeological sites, historical monuments,
and cultural artifacts that reflect its strategic location at the crossroads of ancient civilizations. In
recognition of the importance of preserving this heritage, the Saudi government established the Saudi
Heritage Commission in 2015. The Saudi Heritage Commission’s mission is to preserve and promote
Saudi Arabia’s cultural heritage, both domestically and internationally. The Commission’s objectives
are:

e Preserve and protect historical sites, monuments, and artifacts from damage, destruction, or
looting.

e  Conserve and restore cultural heritage sites and artifacts to their original state.

e  Promote and raise awareness about Saudi Arabia’s cultural heritage, both domestically and
internationally.

¢ Develop and implement policies and regulations to ensure the protection and preservation of
cultural heritage.

Since its establishment, the Saudi Heritage Commission has achieved numerous milestones,
including:

Registration of heritage sites: The Commission has registered over 10,000 heritage sites across
the Kingdom, including ancient forts, mosques, and archaeological sites.

e  Conservation and restoration projects: The Commission has undertaken numerous
conservation and restoration projects, including the restoration of the ancient city of Diriyah, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

e  Establishment of museums: The Commission has established several museums across the
Kingdom, including the National Museum of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh.
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. International cooperation: The Commission has collaborated with international organizations,
such as UNESCO and the International Council of Museums (ICOM), to promote Saudi
Arabia’s cultural heritage globally.

Impacts of Heritage and Cultural Initiatives

The Saudi Heritage Commission has taken significant strides in preserving and promoting Saudi
heritage, resulting in a multitude of impacts on both local and international fronts. This section delves
into the various effects of the Commission’s initiatives, which have evolved from anecdotal
observations to more structured and quantitative analyses. These impacts are multi-dimensional,
spanning socio-cultural, economic, and international relations spheres.

Initially, the impacts of heritage initiatives were primarily noted through anecdotal evidence,
reflecting increased local community pride and heightened international interest. As the
Commission’s programs matured, the need for structured analysis became apparent, prompting a
shift towards more methodical evaluations. These evaluations aim to understand the full scope of the
Commission’s work, including both tangible and intangible benefits.

A significant impact of the Commission’s efforts is the enhancement of local community pride.
By preserving and promoting the unique cultural heritage of Saudi Arabia, the Commission has
fostered a sense of identity and belonging among local populations. This sense of pride is not merely
a byproduct of cultural preservation but a strategic objective that strengthens national unity. As
Mazzetto (2022) emphasizes, the preservation of heritage plays a crucial role in reinforcing national
identity and unity, which is a cornerstone of the Commission’s mission.

Increased international interest in Saudi culture is another notable impact of the Commission’s
initiatives. By introducing Saudi heritage to global audiences through exhibitions, cultural exchanges,
and digital platforms, the Commission has successfully raised the profile of Saudi culture on the
world stage. This increased visibility has contributed to a more nuanced understanding of Saudi
Arabia, moving beyond stereotypes to highlight the rich tapestry of its cultural heritage. Bagader
(2016) notes the importance of heritage conservation in fostering international understanding, which
aligns with the Commission’s goal of promoting cultural diplomacy.

Economic impacts of the Commission’s initiatives are evident in the growing tourism sector. The
preservation and promotion of heritage sites have made Saudi Arabia an attractive destination for
cultural tourism. This influx of tourists has stimulated local economies, creating jobs and generating
revenue. Al-Tokhais and Thapa (2020) discuss the economic benefits of heritage tourism, highlighting
the potential for sustainable economic growth. The Commission’s efforts in managing and promoting
heritage sites have played a pivotal role in realizing these benefits.

Recent research has incorporated quantitative assessments to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of these impacts. For instance, studies have shown positive trends in tourism numbers
and cultural awareness metrics, underscoring the effectiveness of the Commission’s strategies. These
quantitative measures complement qualitative observations, offering a holistic view of the impacts.
Bay et al. (2022) underscore the importance of sustainability in heritage conservation, suggesting that
the Commission’s initiatives contribute to long-term economic and cultural viability.

However, there are calls for more comprehensive evaluations to capture the full scope of socio-
economic and cultural impacts. While existing studies provide valuable insights, they often focus on
specific aspects of the Commission’s work, leaving gaps in understanding the broader implications.
Comprehensive evaluations are necessary to address these gaps and inform future strategies.
Abuhjeeleh (2019) highlights the need for a holistic approach to heritage conservation, which
considers the interconnectedness of cultural, economic, and social factors.

Moreover, the duality of tangible and intangible heritage presents a challenge in assessing
impacts. As Alzahrani (2016) points out, heritage encompasses both physical artifacts and intangible
cultural expressions, each requiring distinct conservation strategies. This duality complicates impact
assessments, necessitating a nuanced approach that considers both tangible and intangible elements.
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The Saudi Heritage Commission’s initiatives have also had significant socio-cultural impacts. By
preserving cultural practices and traditions, the Commission has safeguarded the intangible heritage
that defines Saudi identity. This preservation is crucial in maintaining cultural continuity in the face
of modernization and globalization. Mazzetto and Vanini (2023) emphasize the role of architectural
heritage in cultural preservation, highlighting the need for policies that balance preservation with
development.

Furthermore, the Commission’s efforts have strengthened international relations through
cultural diplomacy. By showcasing Saudi culture to global audiences, the Commission has fostered
cross-cultural understanding and dialogue. This cultural exchange enhances Saudi Arabia’s soft
power, contributing to its global standing. Alhefnawi et al. (2023) discuss the role of cultural heritage
in promoting international tourism, underscoring the diplomatic benefits of heritage
initiatives.Despite these successes, challenges remain in ensuring the sustainability of these impacts.
Resource allocation, authentic representation, and stakeholder engagement are ongoing concerns
that require strategic attention. El-Belkasy and Wahieb (2022) note the impact of socio-economic
changes on heritage conservation, highlighting the need for adaptive strategies that respond to
evolving contexts.

In conclusion, the Saudi Heritage Commission’s initiatives have yielded significant impacts
across multiple domains. These impacts underscore the Commission’s role in preserving and
promoting Saudi heritage, contributing to cultural identity, economic growth, and international
relations. However, the need for comprehensive evaluations and adaptive strategies remains critical
in ensuring the sustainability of these impacts. Future research should explore diverse methodologies
and broader cultural contexts to enhance understanding and inform strategic decision-making.

Method

This study employs a qualitative research methodology to explore the Saudi Heritage
Commission’s initiatives. Qualitative research is particularly useful in cultural studies and heritage
preservation as it allows for a nuanced understanding of complex social phenomena. The essence of
qualitative methodology lies in its ability to delve deeply into the experiences, perspectives, and
interpretations of individuals involved in cultural and heritage processes. In this study, qualitative
analysis enables the exploration of the Commission’s strategic approaches and their cultural
implications, providing insights that quantitative data might overlook.

Data were collected through a multi-faceted approach, which included interviews with
Commission officials, analysis of policy documents, and observations from cultural events. Each of
these data sources plays a vital role in building a comprehensive picture of the Commission’s efforts
and effectiveness in preserving and promoting Saudi heritage.

The interviews were conducted with key officials from the Saudi Heritage Commission, who are
directly involved in the planning and implementation of heritage initiatives. A semi-structured
interview format was adopted, which allowed for flexibility in responses while ensuring that all
relevant topics were covered. This format encouraged participants to share their experiences and
insights regarding the challenges and successes faced by the Commission.

During the interviews, participants were asked about the specific strategies employed by the
Commission for heritage preservation and cultural promotion, the rationale behind these strategies,
and their perceived impacts on both local and international levels. Additionally, questions were
posed regarding the role of community engagement and technological integration in their initiatives.
The interviews provided rich qualitative data that illuminated the Commission’s operational
framework and strategic vision.

The participants were selected based on their roles within the Commission and their direct
involvement in relevant projects. This purposive sampling ensured that the insights gathered were
relevant and insightful, contributing to a deeper understanding of the Commission’s work.

In addition to interviews, a thorough analysis of policy documents was conducted. These
documents included strategic plans, reports on heritage initiatives, and guidelines for cultural
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promotion. By examining these texts, the study aimed to identify the official narratives and objectives
outlined by the Commission, as well as the specific actions intended to achieve those goals.

The analysis of policy documents was guided by a thematic framework that focused on key areas
such as heritage preservation strategies, community involvement, technological advancements, and
cultural diplomacy. This method allowed for a systematic examination of how the Commission
articulates its mission and priorities in the realm of cultural heritage.

Through document analysis, the study sought to understand the underlying principles that
drive the Commission’s initiatives. It also aimed to assess the coherence between the Commission’s
stated objectives and the actual practices observed in the field, ultimately shedding light on areas of
alignment or divergence.

Observations from various cultural events organized or supported by the Commission provided
additional insights into the practical implementation of its initiatives. These events included
exhibitions, cultural festivals, and workshops aimed at promoting Saudi heritage. By attending these
gatherings, the researcher could witness firsthand the interactions between the Commission, local
communities, and international audiences.

Observational data were collected in real-time, focusing on key aspects such as participant
engagement, the presentation of cultural materials, and the overall atmosphere of the events. The
researcher took detailed field notes, capturing both verbal and non-verbal interactions that illustrated
how the Commission’s initiatives were received by different stakeholders.

Through these observations, the study aimed to uncover the lived experiences of participants
and the impact of the Commission’s efforts on fostering cultural pride and awareness. Furthermore,
these observations helped to contextualize the findings from interviews and document analysis,
providing a holistic view of the Commission’s role in heritage preservation and cultural promotion.

Thematic analysis was utilized to identify key themes and patterns that emerged from the
qualitative data collected through interviews, document analysis, and observations. This method is
particularly effective for analyzing qualitative data as it allows for the identification of recurring
themes, trends, and insights that inform the understanding of the research question.

The thematic analysis process began with the transcription of interview data and the
organization of observational notes. The researcher then engaged in an iterative process of coding the
data, identifying significant statements, and grouping them into broader themes. This involved
multiple readings of the data to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the participants’
perspectives and the context of their responses.

Key themes that emerged from the analysis included:

1. Community Engagement: The Commission’s emphasis on involving local communities in
heritage preservation initiatives was a prominent theme. Many interview participants spoke about
the importance of grassroots involvement in safeguarding cultural heritage, highlighting successful
partnerships that have been established with local stakeholders.

2. Technological Innovation: Another significant theme was the integration of technology in
heritage preservation. Participants discussed various technological tools, such as digital archiving
and virtual reality, that have been employed to enhance the effectiveness of preservation efforts and
increase accessibility to cultural heritage.

3. Cultural Diplomacy: The theme of cultural diplomacy emerged as a vital aspect of the
Commission’s international promotion efforts. Officials highlighted the strategic use of cultural
exchanges and international collaborations to foster understanding and appreciation of Saudi culture
on a global scale.

4 . Challenges and Opportunities: The analysis also revealed challenges faced by the
Commission, including resource limitations and the need for authentic representation of Saudi
culture. Participants expressed the necessity of addressing these challenges to ensure the
sustainability and effectiveness of heritage initiatives.

Each of these themes was further explored to understand their implications for the
Commission’s overall impact on heritage preservation and cultural promotion. The thematic analysis
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provided a structured framework for interpreting the qualitative data and drawing meaningful
conclusions regarding the Commission’s role in the cultural landscape of Saudi Arabia.

The qualitative research methodology employed in this study offers several implications for
understanding the Saudi Heritage Commission’s initiatives. First and foremost, the use of interviews,
document analysis, and observations provided a comprehensive and multifaceted view of the
Commission’s work. By incorporating diverse data sources, the study was able to capture the
complexity of cultural heritage preservation and promotion, revealing the interplay between various
stakeholders and the strategies employed by the Commission.

Furthermore, the qualitative approach allowed for a deeper exploration of the cultural
implications of the Commission’s initiatives. It illuminated the ways in which heritage preservation
efforts are intertwined with issues of identity, community engagement, and globalization. The
findings underscore the importance of considering the socio-cultural context in which heritage
initiatives are situated, as this context significantly influences their effectiveness and reception.

Additionally, the methodology highlights the value of participatory approaches in heritage
preservation. By actively engaging with local communities and stakeholders, the Commission has
been able to foster a sense of ownership and pride in cultural heritage, which is essential for
sustainable preservation efforts. The study’s findings suggest that continued community
involvement will be crucial for the long-term success of the Commission’s initiatives.

In conclusion, the qualitative research methodology employed in this study provides valuable
insights into the Saudi Heritage Commission’s initiatives and their cultural implications. Through
interviews, document analysis, and observations, the research captures the complexities of heritage
preservation and cultural promotion, offering a nuanced understanding of the Commission’s role in
safeguarding and showcasing Saudi heritage. The thematic analysis further elucidates the key themes
that emerge from the data, shedding light on the successes, challenges, and opportunities that lie
ahead for the Commission in its mission to preserve and promote Saudi culture. As the study
progresses, the insights gained from this methodology will inform recommendations for enhancing
the Commission’s initiatives and contributing to the broader discourse on cultural heritage
preservation.

Findings
Local Heritage Preservation Strategies

The Saudi Heritage Commission has made significant strides in the realm of local heritage
preservation through the adoption of various technological innovations. These advancements play a
crucial role in safeguarding the rich cultural landscape of Saudi Arabia, ensuring that historical sites,
artifacts, and practices are documented, restored, and preserved for future generations. Among the
most important technological strategies employed by the Commission are digital archiving, 3D
modeling, and restoration projects that utilize cutting-edge techniques.

Digital archiving is one of the most impactful tools in the preservation of heritage. This process
involves creating digital records of tangible and intangible cultural heritage, enabling the
documentation of artifacts, manuscripts, architectural features, and oral histories. By digitizing
historical documents and artifacts, the Commission not only protects them from physical degradation
but also enhances accessibility. Scholars, researchers, and the general public can access these digital
archives, promoting education and awareness about Saudi heritage. For instance, the Commission
has initiated projects that scan ancient manuscripts and artifacts, allowing for detailed study and
analysis without risking damage to the original items.

Moreover, 3D modeling technology has emerged as a powerful tool for visualizing and restoring
cultural heritage sites. Using advanced software, the Commission can create accurate digital
representations of historical structures, which can be used for restoration purposes. These models
allow for simulations of different restoration scenarios, helping experts make informed decisions
about preservation methods. For example, the Commission’s use of 3D scanning technology in the
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restoration of archaeological sites has enabled them to document changes over time and to plan
effective conservation strategies that respect the original architecture while ensuring structural
integrity.

The role of technology in overcoming challenges related to resource allocation is particularly
noteworthy. Traditional heritage preservation methods often require substantial financial and
human resources, which can be a barrier to effective conservation. However, technological
innovations streamline many processes, making them more efficient and less costly. For instance,
drones equipped with high-resolution cameras can survey large areas of heritage sites quickly and
accurately, providing valuable data for condition assessments without the need for extensive
manpower. This not only saves time and money but also allows the Commission to allocate resources
to other critical areas of preservation.

Furthermore, stakeholder engagement is enhanced through the use of technology. The
Commission has developed interactive platforms that allow local communities to participate in
heritage preservation efforts. For example, mobile applications can facilitate community reporting of
heritage-related issues, such as vandalism or deterioration of sites. This encourages local citizens to
take ownership of their cultural heritage and fosters a collaborative approach to preservation.
Community members can also contribute their knowledge and stories related to heritage, enriching
the digital archives with personal narratives that might otherwise remain undocumented.

The integration of technology in heritage preservation is not without its challenges. While digital
records and models are valuable, they cannot completely replace the need for physical preservation.
There is a risk that communities may become too reliant on digital solutions, potentially neglecting
the tangible aspects of heritage that require hands-on conservation efforts. Therefore, the
Commission must strike a balance between technological innovations and traditional preservation
methods to ensure a holistic approach to heritage conservation.

In conclusion, the use of technological innovations by the Saudi Heritage Commission has
transformed the landscape of local heritage preservation. Digital archiving, 3D modeling, and
restoration projects not only aid in safeguarding cultural sites and practices but also address
challenges related to resource allocation and stakeholder engagement. By harnessing the power of
technology, the Commission is paving the way for a more sustainable and effective approach to
preserving Saudi heritage for generations to come.

The strategic importance of community involvement in preserving local heritage cannot be
overstated. The Saudi Heritage Commission recognizes that successful heritage conservation
requires active participation from local communities. By engaging residents in cultural preservation
efforts, the Commission fosters a sense of ownership and responsibility towards their heritage,
ensuring that these practices are not only maintained but celebrated.

One of the key initiatives undertaken by the Commission to promote community involvement
is the organization of workshops and educational programs. These initiatives aim to educate
community members about the significance of their local heritage and the importance of preserving
it. Workshops may cover a variety of topics, including traditional crafts, storytelling, and the history
of local sites. By equipping individuals with knowledge and skills related to their cultural heritage,
the Commission empowers them to take an active role in preservation efforts.

For example, traditional craft workshops enable artisans to pass down skills to younger
generations, ensuring that these practices are not lost over time. Participants learn not only the
techniques involved in crafting but also the cultural significance behind these traditions. This
intergenerational exchange of knowledge creates a deeper appreciation for heritage and encourages
participants to engage in active preservation efforts within their communities.

Educational programs also extend to local schools, where the Commission collaborates with
educators to integrate heritage education into the curriculum. By introducing students to their
cultural roots at an early age, the Commission instills a sense of pride and responsibility for their
heritage. Students can participate in field trips to local heritage sites, engage in projects that document
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their community’s history, and even contribute to preservation initiatives. This not only enriches their
educational experience but also cultivates future generations of heritage advocates.

The impact of community involvement on heritage preservation is profound. When local
residents feel connected to their cultural heritage, they are more likely to advocate for its protection.
This sense of ownership can lead to grassroots movements that promote preservation efforts and
raise awareness about the importance of heritage conservation. For instance, communities may
organize clean-up days for local heritage sites, host cultural festivals to celebrate their traditions, or
even establish local heritage committees to address preservation issues.

Moreover, involving communities in heritage conservation can enhance the effectiveness of
preservation initiatives. Local residents possess valuable knowledge about their heritage, including
stories, customs, and practices that may not be documented in official records. By tapping into this
local knowledge, the Commission can develop more nuanced and culturally sensitive preservation
strategies. This collaborative approach ensures that conservation efforts respect the community’s
values and priorities, ultimately leading to more successful outcomes.

Despite the clear benefits of community involvement, challenges remain. Engaging all segments
of the population can be difficult, particularly in diverse communities where differing perspectives
on heritage may exist. The Commission must strive to create inclusive programs that welcome
participation from various demographics, ensuring that marginalized voices are heard in the
preservation dialogue. This may involve targeted outreach efforts, such as working with local leaders
to encourage participation from underrepresented groups.

Furthermore, building trust and fostering long-term relationships with communities is essential
for sustained engagement. The Commission must demonstrate its commitment to preserving local
heritage by following through on promises and actively involving communities in decision-making
processes. This creates a sense of partnership rather than a top-down approach to heritage
preservation, enhancing the likelihood of successful outcomes.

In conclusion, community involvement is a cornerstone of effective heritage conservation efforts
undertaken by the Saudi Heritage Commission. By organizing workshops, educational programs,
and fostering a sense of ownership among local residents, the Commission ensures that cultural
heritage is not only preserved but also cherished and celebrated. The positive impacts of community
engagement on heritage preservation are evident, although challenges persist. Addressing these
challenges and fostering inclusive participation will be essential for the Commission as it continues
its mission to safeguard Saudi heritage.

The integration of technology and community involvement is a vital strategy employed by the
Saudi Heritage Commission to enhance heritage preservation efforts. By combining technological
innovations with active community participation, the Commission addresses many of the challenges
associated with resource allocation and stakeholder engagement. This strategic blend not only
improves the effectiveness of preservation initiatives but also ensures the sustainable safeguarding
of cultural sites and practices.

One of the most effective ways the Commission integrates technology and community is
through participatory digital archiving initiatives. These initiatives encourage community members
to contribute to the documentation of their local heritage by sharing photographs, stories, and
knowledge about cultural practices. For instance, the Commission has developed online platforms
where individuals can upload their contributions, creating a collaborative digital archive that reflects
the diverse experiences and histories within local communities. This not only democratizes the
process of heritage documentation but also fosters a sense of pride and ownership among
participants.

Furthermore, the use of mobile applications enhances community engagement in heritage
preservation. The Commission has launched apps that allow users to explore local heritage sites,
learn about their historical significance, and report issues such as vandalism or deterioration. This
interactive approach encourages community members to actively monitor and protect their heritage
while promoting awareness about the importance of preservation. By empowering individuals with
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the tools to engage with their cultural heritage, the Commission fosters a sense of collective
responsibility.

In addition to digital archiving and mobile applications, the Commission has embraced 3D
modeling technology to involve communities in restoration projects. Community members are
invited to participate in the creation of 3D models of local heritage sites, which can be used for both
documentation and planning restoration efforts. This hands-on involvement not only enhances the
quality of the preservation work but also provides valuable training opportunities for local residents
in digital skills and heritage conservation techniques.

The integration of technology and community involvement also allows for more efficient
resource allocation. By harnessing the knowledge and skills of local residents, the Commission can
leverage community resources and reduce the need for extensive external funding. For example,
community-led initiatives can often mobilize volunteers for preservation projects, minimizing labor
costs and increasing community investment in the outcomes. This collaborative approach ensures
that preservation efforts are not solely reliant on government funding, fostering a sustainable model
for cultural heritage conservation.

Moreover, the combination of technology and community engagement enhances stakeholder
collaboration. The Commission has established partnerships with local organizations, schools, and
cultural institutions to promote heritage preservation. These partnerships facilitate the sharing of
resources, knowledge, and expertise, creating a network of support for preservation initiatives. By
involving various stakeholders in the decision-making process, the Commission ensures that diverse
perspectives are considered, ultimately leading to more effective and culturally sensitive
preservation strategies.

Despite the many benefits of integrating technology and community involvement, challenges
remain. Ensuring equitable access to technology is crucial, as disparities in digital literacy and
resources can hinder participation from certain community segments. The Commission must
prioritize outreach efforts to ensure that all community members have the opportunity to engage
with preservation initiatives, regardless of their technological capabilities.

Additionally, the Commission must navigate the delicate balance between technological
solutions and the preservation of traditional practices. While technology can enhance preservation
efforts, it is essential to respect and maintain the cultural significance of traditional methods.
Engaging communities in discussions about the role of technology in heritage preservation can help
ensure that these initiatives align with local values and practices.

In conclusion, the integration of technology and community involvement is a powerful approach
adopted by the Saudi Heritage Commission to enhance local heritage preservation. By leveraging
participatory digital archiving, mobile applications, and collaborative restoration projects, the
Commission fosters a sense of ownership and responsibility among community members while
improving resource allocation and stakeholder engagement. This strategic blend not only addresses
the challenges of heritage conservation but also ensures the sustainable safeguarding of cultural sites
and practices for generations to come. The ongoing commitment to inclusive participation and
cultural sensitivity will be essential as the Commission continues its vital work in preserving Saudi
heritage.

International Promotion of Saudi Culture

In today’s globalized world, the importance of international partnerships and digital media
cannot be overstated, especially in the context of cultural promotion. The Saudi Heritage Commission
has recognized this reality and has skillfully crafted strategies that leverage these elements to
promote Saudi culture on a global scale. By forging alliances with various international organizations,
cultural institutions, and governments, the Commission has been able to create a network that
enhances cultural visibility and encourages the exchange of ideas.

One of the key strategies employed by the Commission is the establishment of cultural exchange
programs. These programs involve collaborations with foreign cultural institutions, universities, and
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art organizations, allowing for a two-way flow of cultural insights. For instance, partnerships with
universities in Europe and North America have led to joint research projects focused on Saudi culture,
heritage, and history. Through these partnerships, students and scholars from different parts of the
world engage with Saudi culture, gaining deeper insights and fostering mutual understanding.

Moreover, the Commission has harnessed the power of digital media to reach a wider audience.
The digital age has opened up numerous avenues for cultural promotion, and the Saudi Heritage
Commission has adeptly utilized various online platforms. Social media has become a powerful tool
in this regard. Platforms such as Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook allow the Commission to share
stories, images, and videos that highlight the richness of Saudi culture. For example, showcasing
traditional music performances or art exhibitions through live streams not only engages local
audiences but also attracts international viewers, thus expanding the reach of Saudi cultural
expressions.

In addition to social media, the Commission has developed a comprehensive website that serves
as a digital hub for all things related to Saudi culture. This website features a wealth of information,
including articles, videos, and interactive content that introduces visitors to Saudi traditions, arts,
and historical sites. Importantly, this digital presence is not limited to the Arabic-speaking audience;
it is available in multiple languages, ensuring accessibility for a global audience. This approach not
only promotes Saudi culture but also counters any misconceptions or stereotypes that may exist.

Furthermore, the use of digital storytelling has emerged as an innovative method for cultural
promotion. By creating engaging narratives that highlight the stories behind traditional practices,
crafts, and culinary arts, the Commission can connect with audiences on a more personal level. For
instance, short documentaries showcasing artisans at work, explaining their craft and the cultural
significance behind it, can evoke a sense of appreciation and respect for Saudi traditions.

One notable example of successful international partnerships is the collaboration with UNESCO,
which aims to promote and safeguard cultural heritage worldwide. Through this partnership, the
Commission has been involved in various initiatives that emphasize the importance of cultural
preservation. This collaboration not only elevates Saudi heritage on the global stage but also aligns
with international standards and practices in cultural preservation.

In conclusion, the Saudi Heritage Commission’s strategies for leveraging international
partnerships and digital media have proven effective in promoting Saudi culture globally. The
establishment of collaborations with international institutions, the strategic use of social media, the
creation of a comprehensive digital platform, and the implementation of digital storytelling are just
a few of the tactics that have significantly enhanced cultural visibility. As the world continues to
evolve, these efforts will be crucial in fostering understanding and appreciation of Saudi culture,
ensuring its place in the global narrative.

Cultural festivals, exhibitions, and online platforms play a significant role in showcasing Saudi
Arabia’s traditional arts and customs. The Saudi Heritage Commission has been proactive in
organizing and participating in various cultural events that not only celebrate the nation’s heritage
but also serve as a means of engaging with the international community. These events are essential
for increasing global awareness and appreciation of Saudi culture, providing a vibrant platform for
cultural exchange.

Cultural festivals are among the most visible and impactful ways to showcase traditional Saudi
arts and customs. Events such as the Janadriyah National Heritage and Culture Festival have become
prominent fixtures in the cultural calendar. This festival attracts millions of visitors, both local and
international, who come to experience Saudi traditions firsthand. The festival features traditional
music, dance performances, crafts, and culinary experiences that reflect the rich cultural tapestry of
the Kingdom.

Through these festivals, the Commission not only promotes cultural pride among Saudi citizens
but also invites international audiences to witness the diversity and depth of Saudi heritage. The
opportunity for cultural immersion allows attendees to engage with traditional practices, such as
falconry, weaving, and pottery, fostering a deeper understanding and respect for these art forms.
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Such engagement is critical as it humanizes the culture and creates lasting impressions on visitors,
often leading to favorable perceptions of Saudi Arabia.

Exhibitions also play a vital role in the promotion of traditional arts and customs. The
Commission has actively participated in international art fairs and cultural exhibitions, where Saudi
artists and craftspeople can showcase their work. For example, the participation in events like the
Venice Biennale allows Saudi artists to present their interpretations of culture and heritage on a global
platform. These exhibitions not only highlight individual artists but also underscore the collective
cultural identity of Saudi Arabia.

Moreover, online platforms have become increasingly important in showcasing traditional arts
and customs, especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, which limited in-person gatherings. The
Commission has adapted by hosting virtual exhibitions and online cultural events, allowing
audiences from around the world to experience Saudi culture from the comfort of their homes. This
shift to digital formats has proven to be an effective strategy in reaching new audiences who may not
have the opportunity to visit Saudi Arabia physically.

For instance, the launch of virtual reality experiences that transport users to iconic cultural sites
in Saudi Arabia, such as Al-Ula and Diriyah, has garnered significant interest. These immersive
experiences allow users to explore the beauty of Saudi heritage, its architecture, and its landscapes,
thereby increasing global awareness and appreciation for the Kingdom’s rich history.

In addition to festivals and exhibitions, educational programs are essential for showcasing
traditional arts and customs. The Commission has developed various educational initiatives aimed
at both local and international audiences, focusing on traditional crafts, music, and culinary arts.
Workshops led by master artisans provide hands-on experiences for participants, allowing them to
learn and appreciate the skills and techniques behind traditional Saudi crafts. These programs not
only promote cultural understanding but also empower local artisans by providing them with a
platform to share their knowledge and skills.

Furthermore, the impact of these cultural initiatives can be observed through increased interest
in Saudi arts and crafts. Data from tourism reports indicate a rise in cultural tourism, with more
visitors seeking authentic cultural experiences in the Kingdom. This trend reflects a growing global
interest in understanding and engaging with Saudi culture, driven largely by the Commission’s
efforts to showcase traditional arts and customs effectively.

In conclusion, the Saudi Heritage Commission’s initiatives in showcasing traditional arts and
customs through cultural festivals, exhibitions, and online platforms have significantly contributed
to increasing global awareness and appreciation of Saudi culture. By creating immersive experiences
and educational opportunities, the Commission fosters a deeper understanding of the rich traditions
and heritage of the Kingdom. As the world becomes more interconnected, these efforts will continue
to play a crucial role in bridging cultural divides and promoting Saudi Arabia’s unique cultural
narrative on the global stage.

Cultural diplomacy has emerged as a vital tool for the Saudi Heritage Commission in its efforts
to promote Saudi culture internationally. Through strategic initiatives, the Commission aims to foster
international relations and enhance global understanding of Saudi heritage. Interviews with
Commission officials reveal that cultural diplomacy is not merely about showcasing art and
traditions; it is about building relationships and creating dialogue between cultures.

One of the primary strategies employed by the Commission is the establishment of cultural
agreements with other nations. These agreements facilitate cultural exchanges that range from art
exhibitions to academic collaborations. For instance, partnerships with countries in Europe and Asia
have led to joint cultural projects that highlight the shared history and values between nations. Such
collaborations not only enhance Saudi Arabia’s image abroad but also create opportunities for
cultural dialogue and mutual respect.

Moreover, the Commission recognizes the importance of representation in cultural diplomacy.
Ensuring authentic representation of Saudi culture is paramount to dispelling stereotypes and
misconceptions that may exist internationally. The Commission has taken proactive steps to engage
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with diverse voices within Saudi society, showcasing the plurality of traditions and cultural
expressions. By featuring artists, musicians, and cultural practitioners from various regions of the
Kingdom, the Commission presents a more nuanced portrayal of Saudi heritage.

Interviews with Commission officials also highlight the role of cultural diplomacy in addressing
contemporary issues through cultural initiatives. For example, the Commission has initiated
programs that focus on social themes such as women’s empowerment and youth engagement. By
promoting female artists and cultural practitioners, the Commission not only highlights the
contributions of women to Saudi culture but also aligns with global movements advocating for
gender equality. This approach helps to challenge preconceived notions about Saudi society and
fosters a more inclusive narrative.

Challenges remain in the realm of cultural diplomacy, particularly regarding the perception of
authenticity. As the Commission strives to promote Saudi culture, it must navigate the delicate
balance between presenting a modern image and staying true to traditional practices. Interviews with
officials reveal concerns about the potential dilution of cultural elements when adapting them for
international audiences. Therefore, the Commission emphasizes the importance of maintaining the
integrity of cultural expressions while ensuring they resonate with global audiences.

Additionally, the impact of digital media on cultural diplomacy cannot be overlooked. The
Commission has embraced digital platforms to enhance its diplomatic efforts, using social media
campaigns and online events to engage with a global audience. This approach has proven particularly
effective during the pandemic, as it allows for continued cultural exchange without the constraints
of travel. The ability to connect with audiences through virtual events has expanded the reach of
Saudi culture, enabling the Commission to engage with people from diverse backgrounds and
locations.

Furthermore, the success of cultural diplomacy efforts can be measured through various
indicators, including increased participation in cultural events, positive media coverage, and
enhanced bilateral relations with other nations. Data from recent surveys indicate a growing interest
in Saudi culture among international audiences, as evidenced by increased attendance at cultural
events and exhibitions. This trend reflects the effectiveness of the Commission’s strategic initiatives
and its commitment to fostering cross-cultural understanding.

In conclusion, the strategic use of cultural diplomacy by the Saudi Heritage Commission plays
a crucial role in promoting Saudi culture on the international stage. Through cultural agreements,
authentic representation, and digital engagement, the Commission fosters international relations and
enhances global understanding of Saudi heritage. While challenges such as maintaining authenticity
and navigating contemporary issues persist, the Commission’s efforts have yielded positive results,
contributing to an increasingly favorable perception of Saudi culture worldwide. As cultural
diplomacy continues to evolve, the Commission’s commitment to fostering dialogue and
understanding will remain essential in promoting a richer and more nuanced narrative of Saudi
Arabia on the global stage.

Impacts of Heritage and Cultural Initiatives

The Saudi Heritage Commission has made significant strides in promoting Saudi culture and
heritage, leading to a noticeable increase in tourism and heightened global awareness. This
transformation is not merely coincidental; it is the result of strategic initiatives that have been
carefully crafted to attract international visitors while showcasing the rich cultural tapestry of Saudi
Arabia. By examining these initiatives, we can gain insight into how they have contributed to a
broader understanding and appreciation of Saudi heritage worldwide. (Murzyn-Kupisz & Dzialek,
2013)

One of the primary strategies employed by the Commission to attract international visitors is
the organization of cultural festivals and events. These festivals serve as platforms for showcasing
traditional arts, crafts, music, and culinary practices that are unique to Saudi culture. For instance,
events like the Janadriyah Cultural and Heritage Festival, which takes place annually, invite visitors
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from all over the world to experience Saudi traditions firsthand. This festival not only highlights the
nation’s rich history but also fosters a sense of community among local artisans, musicians, and
performers who participate. The festival has seen attendance figures in the hundreds of thousands,
showcasing the appeal of Saudi heritage to both local and international audiences (Nocca, 2017).

Moreover, the Commission has been proactive in enhancing the accessibility and visibility of
heritage sites. By investing in infrastructure improvements, such as better roads and signage at
historical locations, they have made it easier for tourists to explore and appreciate the country’s rich
history. In addition, the introduction of guided tours that are tailored for international visitors has
played a crucial role in providing context and understanding of these sites. Guides are often trained
to speak multiple languages and to share compelling narratives about the significance of each
location, ensuring that visitors leave with a deeper appreciation of the cultural heritage they have
encountered.

The economic benefits of these initiatives are significant. An increase in tourism directly
correlates with job creation in various sectors, including hospitality, transportation, and retail.
According to recent reports, tourism in Saudi Arabia is projected to contribute significantly to the
national GDP, with estimates suggesting that it could reach around 10% by 2030. This growth not
only provides jobs but also stimulates local economies, allowing communities to thrive and flourish.
Local businesses, from traditional craft shops to modern restaurants, benefit from the influx of
tourists eager to experience Saudi culture, creating a vibrant economic ecosystem that supports
heritage preservation (Bowitz & Ibenholt, 2009).

Additionally, the Commission’s efforts have led to an increase in cultural exchanges and
collaborations with international organizations and countries. By participating in global cultural
events and exhibitions, Saudi Arabia has positioned itself as a key player in the international cultural
landscape. These exchanges have facilitated mutual understanding and respect for diverse cultures,
allowing Saudi heritage to be appreciated on a global scale. For example, collaborations with
museums around the world to showcase Saudi artifacts have not only raised awareness but have also
sparked interest among scholars and researchers to study and understand the rich history of the
region.

Through these strategic initiatives, the Saudi Heritage Commission has successfully elevated
Saudi culture on the global stage. The resulting increase in tourism and global awareness reflects a
growing appreciation for the country’s heritage, paving the way for a future where cultural exchange
and understanding flourish. However, it is crucial to continue building on these successes by
ensuring that the representation of Saudi culture remains authentic and inclusive, allowing for the
diverse voices and narratives that make up the nation’s heritage to be heard and celebrated.

The impact of heritage and cultural initiatives extends beyond tourism and global awareness,
playing a vital role in reinforcing cultural pride and identity among local communities. The Saudi
Heritage Commission has recognized that preserving cultural heritage is not only about maintaining
historical sites but also about fostering a sense of belonging and identity among the people. This
aspect is crucial as cultural identity forms the bedrock of community spirit and cohesion.

Through various initiatives, the Commission has empowered local communities to engage
actively in the preservation of their cultural heritage. Community workshops and educational
programs that focus on traditional crafts, music, and storytelling have become essential components
of the Commission’s strategy. These programs not only teach valuable skills but also instill a sense of
pride in local traditions. For example, workshops that teach traditional weaving or pottery-making
allow participants to connect with their heritage and pass on these skills to future generations. This
intergenerational transfer of knowledge is vital in keeping cultural practices alive and relevant in
today’s fast-paced world.

Furthermore, cultural festivals often serve as a platform for local communities to showcase their
heritage. These events encourage participation from diverse groups, allowing various cultural
expressions to be recognized and celebrated. The sense of ownership and pride that emerges from
such participation reinforces cultural identity and strengthens community bonds. For instance,
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during the Janadriyah Cultural Festival, local tribes and communities present their unique customs
and traditions, leading to an increased awareness and appreciation of the cultural diversity within
Saudi Arabia. This celebration of diversity is crucial in fostering a unified national identity while
honoring regional distinctions.

The economic opportunities created through these cultural initiatives cannot be overlooked. The
rise in tourism linked to cultural activities has opened new avenues for local entrepreneurship. Small
businesses, artisans, and local entrepreneurs are increasingly capitalizing on the influx of tourists.
Traditional crafts, food products, and cultural experiences have become sought-after commodities,
providing a source of income for many families. This economic empowerment is vital for local
communities, as it not only supports livelihoods but also contributes to the overall economic
development of the region.

Insights gathered from interviews with local artisans reveal how cultural initiatives have
revitalized their businesses. Many artisans reported an increase in demand for their products due to
heightened interest from tourists. The Heritage Commission’s support in promoting local artisans
through exhibitions and online platforms has also been instrumental in helping them reach wider
audiences. For example, an artisan specializing in traditional jewelry shared how participation in a
cultural festival led to increased sales and opportunities to collaborate with international designers.
This kind of exposure not only benefits individual artisans but also enhances the overall reputation
of Saudi craftsmanship on a global scale.

Moreover, the emphasis on cultural heritage has encouraged local communities to invest in their
cultural assets. Community members are motivated to preserve historical sites, restore traditional
buildings, and maintain cultural practices, knowing that these efforts contribute to both their identity
and economic well-being. This sense of stewardship fosters a long-term commitment to preserving
heritage, ensuring that future generations can experience and appreciate their cultural legacy.

As these initiatives continue to flourish, it is essential to recognize that the strengthening of
cultural identity and economic opportunities must go hand in hand. The Saudi Heritage
Commission’s approach of integrating local community engagement with economic development is
a model that can be emulated in other contexts. By empowering local communities to take charge of
their cultural heritage while simultaneously providing economic incentives, a sustainable and vibrant
cultural ecosystem can be cultivated.

While the Saudi Heritage Commission has made significant progress in promoting and
preserving Saudi heritage, it is crucial to emphasize the importance of ongoing evaluation and
adaptation of these heritage and cultural initiatives. Sustainability is not just about maintaining the
status quo; it is about continuously improving and evolving to meet the changing needs of society
and the economy. This section will explore the challenges faced in maintaining positive impacts and
propose strategies for ensuring the long-term sustainability of these initiatives.

One of the significant challenges in heritage and cultural preservation is the shifting cultural and
economic landscapes. As societies evolve, so do the needs and interests of the communities they
serve. The Saudi Heritage Commission must remain responsive to these changes to ensure that its
initiatives resonate with both local populations and international audiences. This requires continuous
monitoring and evaluation of existing programs to assess their effectiveness and relevance.

To achieve this, the Commission can implement feedback mechanisms that allow stakeholders,
including local communities, tourists, and cultural practitioners, to voice their opinions and
experiences. By actively seeking input from those directly impacted by the initiatives, the
Commission can identify areas for improvement and adapt its strategies accordingly. For example,
feedback collected from visitors during cultural festivals can provide valuable insights into what
aspects of the events were most engaging and which elements could be enhanced. This approach
ensures that the initiatives remain dynamic and aligned with the expectations of the community.

Furthermore, the integration of technology in heritage preservation efforts presents both
opportunities and challenges. While digital tools can enhance engagement and accessibility, they may
also lead to a disconnect from traditional practices. The Commission must find a balance between
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embracing technological advancements and preserving the authenticity of cultural practices. This
may involve training local communities to utilize digital tools while also emphasizing the importance
of traditional methods. Workshops that blend modern techniques with traditional skills can help
maintain a connection to heritage while adapting to contemporary needs.

The need for financial sustainability is another critical aspect of ensuring long-term impacts.
While tourism can provide a significant source of revenue, relying solely on this avenue may not be
sustainable in the face of global economic fluctuations. The Commission should explore diverse
funding sources, including partnerships with private sector stakeholders, grants from international
organizations, and community-based initiatives. Developing a multi-faceted funding strategy can
help mitigate risks and ensure that heritage initiatives remain viable in the long run.

Moreover, developing educational programs that emphasize the value of cultural heritage can
foster a sense of responsibility and stewardship among younger generations. By instilling a love and
appreciation for cultural heritage from an early age, the Commission can cultivate a future generation
that is committed to preserving and promoting their cultural legacy. Schools can play a crucial role
in this effort by incorporating local heritage into their curricula, encouraging students to engage with
their cultural roots.

In conclusion, the Saudi Heritage Commission has made commendable progress in promoting
and preserving Saudi heritage through various initiatives. However, ensuring sustainable impacts
requires a proactive approach that involves continuous evaluation, adaptation, and community
engagement. By addressing the challenges faced in heritage preservation and embracing innovative
strategies, the Commission can create a lasting legacy that honors Saudi culture while adapting to
the evolving needs of society. The journey of preserving heritage is ongoing, and it is through these
dynamic approaches that the Saudi Heritage Commission can secure a vibrant cultural future for the
nation.

Discussion

The conversation about preserving and promoting heritage and culture, particularly related to
the Saudi Heritage Commission, has evolved, reflecting themes such as cultural identity, modernity
challenges, and heritage’s role in globalization. A key theme is the tension between tradition and
modernization, where advocates for preservation emphasize cultural continuity, while supporters of
modernization argue for adaptation to remain relevant. This global issue is especially pertinent in
Saudi Arabia’s context.

Community engagement in heritage preservation is another significant theme. The Saudi
Heritage Commission recognizes local communities’ vital role, with studies indicating that active
involvement leads to better preservation outcomes. However, there are concerns regarding top-down
government initiatives overshadowing grassroots efforts. Finding a balance between government
authority and community participation is crucial.

Cultural diplomacy also plays a role, with international promotion efforts raising questions
about the authenticity and commodification of culture. While these initiatives can foster dialogue,
they also risk reinforcing stereotypes if not managed thoughtfully.

The impact of technology on heritage preservation is a growing focus, with advancements like
digital archiving and virtual reality transforming how cultural heritage is shared. This raises concerns
about the authenticity of digital representations and the potential loss of tangible experiences.

The ongoing discussions involve various stakeholders, including government bodies, local
communities, and cultural organizations, each contributing unique perspectives that complicate
decision-making. The implications of these discussions are profound, influencing policy-making and
societal norms, with an emphasis on local engagement and technological integration in heritage
conservation.

Future discussions in heritage preservation will likely reflect trends in technology, globalization,
demographic changes, sustainability, and education. As cultural exchanges increase, the challenge
will be to promote diversity while preventing cultural homogenization. Emphasizing sustainability
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and incorporating educational initiatives can foster a sense of responsibility and community
involvement in heritage efforts, ensuring inclusivity and relevance in an evolving global context.

Conclusion

This study highlights the Saudi Heritage Commission’s effective role in preserving and
promoting Saudi heritage and culture through strategic initiatives that yield significant cultural and
economic benefits. Its success serves as a model for other nations and organizations focused on
heritage preservation. The Commission’s structured approach fosters community identity and global
awareness. Key strategies include integrating modern technology for documentation and
preservation, making cultural artifacts more accessible to both local and international audiences
through digital archiving and social media.

Community involvement is crucial, as engaging locals fosters ownership and pride in their
heritage through workshops and participatory projects. This aligns with contemporary cultural
heritage management theories that emphasize local knowledge. Additionally, the Commission’s
cultural diplomacy initiatives, such as festivals and exchanges, enhance Saudi Arabia’s visibility in
the global cultural landscape, promoting dialogue and understanding, although careful
representation is necessary to avoid stereotypes.

Despite these achievements, challenges remain, notably in resource allocation and ensuring
authentic representation of Saudi culture. Sustainable funding, including public-private
partnerships, is essential amid fluctuating economic conditions. Furthermore, a nuanced portrayal of
Saudi heritage that reflects its diversity is crucial.

Future research should focus on comprehensive evaluations of the Commission’s initiatives
using both qualitative and quantitative data to assess socio-economic impacts. Comparative studies
with other heritage commissions and inclusion of diverse cultural expressions within Saudi Arabia
can also enrich understanding. Interdisciplinary collaborations can yield innovative strategies for
heritage management.

In summary, while the Saudi Heritage Commission has successfully advanced cultural
preservation and promotion, it must navigate ongoing challenges to maintain its momentum and
relevance. Future efforts should aim to explore diverse methodologies and contexts, ensuring the
Commission remains a leader in cultural preservation both locally and internationally.

Recommendations for Further Research

Based on the findings of the research paper, the following recommendations for further research
are proposed:

1. Explore the impact of Saudi Heritage Commission’s initiatives on the younger generation’s
perception and engagement with cultural heritage.

2. Investigate the role of technology in preserving intangible cultural heritage in Saudi Arabia
and its potential to attract a wider audience.

3. Assess the effectiveness of community engagement strategies employed by the Saudi Heritage
Commission in promoting local culture and fostering a sense of ownership among residents.

4. Examine the challenges and opportunities associated with promoting Saudi culture in the
context of globalization and cultural homogenization.

5. Analyze the extent to which the Saudi Heritage Commission’s cultural diplomacy efforts
contribute to improving the country’s international image and fostering cross-cultural
understanding.

6. Evaluate the economic impact of heritage preservation and cultural promotion initiatives on
local communities and the national economy.

7. Investigate potential partnerships between the Saudi Heritage Commission and private sector
stakeholders to ensure sustainable funding for heritage conservation projects.

8. Explore the relationship between heritage preservation and urban development in Saudi
Arabia, focusing on the balance between modernization and cultural continuity.
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9. Examine the role of education in promoting cultural heritage awareness and appreciation
among younger generations in Saudi Arabia.

10. Conduct comparative studies on heritage preservation practices and policies in other
countries to identify best practices and lessons learned for Saudi Arabia.

References

1.  Abdelazim Ahmed, T. S. (2017). Assessment of students” awareness of the national heritage (Case study:
The preparatory year students at the University of Hail, Saudi Arabia). Cogent Social Sciences, 3(1), 1306202.

2. Abubhjeeleh, M. (2019). Rethinking tourism in Saudi Arabia: Royal vision 2030 perspective. African Journal
of Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure, 8(5), 1-16.

3. Al-Tokhais, A., & Thapa, B. (2020). Management issues and challenges of UNESCO world heritage sites in
Saudi Arabia. Journal of Heritage Tourism, 15(1), 103-110.

4. Alahmadi, B. H. (2015). The Promotion and Preservation of Saudi Arabia’s Cultural Identity Through Modernizing
Traditional Arts and Crafts (Master’s thesis, The George Washington University).

5. Alhefnawi, M. A, Lawal Dano, U., & Istanbouli, M. J. (2023). Perception of students and their households
regarding the community role in urban heritage conservation in Saudi Arabia. Journal of Cultural Heritage
Management and Sustainable Development, 13(2), 317-334.

6. ALL A. G. M,, Elsheikha, A. A. A,, Elbanna, E. M., & PEINADO, F. J. M. (2018). AN APPROACH TO
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF FARASAN ISLANDS'HERITAGE SITES, SAUDI ARABIA.
International Journal of Conservation Science, 9(2).

7. Al-Ghabban, A. (2020). Cultural heritage management in Saudi Arabia: Current practices and future
perspectives. Journal of Arabian Studies, 10(2), 225-241.

8. Aljamea, M. (2018). Cultural Preservation in a Saudi Domestic Environment in the Eastern Province (Doctoral
dissertation, University of Westminster).

9.  Alqgahtany, A., & Aravindakshan, S. (2022). Urbanization in Saudi Arabia and sustainability challenges of
cities and heritage sites: Heuristical insights. Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable
Development, 12(4), 408-425.

10.  Alraithi, M. R. (2024). Rehabilitation of Urban Heritage to Revive Heritage Villages in Ad Dair Governorate in
Jazan Province of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (Dra’Al-Khatm Heritage Village: Case Study) (Doctoral
dissertation, Arkansas State University).

11. Al-Rashid, S. (2021). Preserving Saudi Arabia’s cultural heritage: Challenges and opportunities. Heritage
& Society, 14(1), 45-62.

12. Alsager, R. (2022). Curating digitization system: digitizing value-driven practices of intangible
cultural heritage fashion for nation branding and safeguarding.

13. Al-Zahrani, A. (2022). Conservation of archaeological sites in Saudi Arabia: A case study of recent projects.
International Journal of Heritage Studies, 28(3), 334-350.

14. Alshehaby, F. (2024). Assessing the Legal Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Saudi Arabia: A
Critical Analysis in the Context of the 2003 UNESCO Convention. Laws, 13(2), 13.

15. Alzahrani, D. A. S. (2016). Heritage, conservation and good governance: enhancing the heritage law
framework in Saudi Arabia.

16. Bagader, M. A. A. (2016). The evolution of built heritage conservation policies in Saudi Arabia between
1970 and 2015: the case of historic Jeddah. The University of Manchester (United Kingdom).

17. Bagader, M. O. H. A. M. M. E. D. (2018). The impacts of UNESCO’S built heritage conservation policy
(2010-2020) on historic Jeddah built environment. WIT transactions on the built environment, 177, 1-13.

18. Bay, M. A, Alnaim, M. M, Albagawy, G. A., & Noaime, E. (2022). The heritage jewel of Saudi Arabia: A
descriptive analysis of the heritage management and development activities in the At-Turaif District in Ad-
Dir’iyah, a World Heritage Site (WHS). Sustainability, 14(17), 10718.

19. Bowitz, E., and Ibenholt, K. (2009) conducted a study that explores the economic impacts associated with
cultural heritage. Their research, titled “Economic impacts of cultural heritage—Research and perspectives,”

was published in the Journal of Cultural Heritage, specifically in volume 10, issue 1, on pages 1 to 8.


https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202501.0294.v1

Preprints.org (www.preprints.org) | NOT PEER-REVIEWED | Posted: 7 January 2025 d0i:10.20944/preprints202501.0294.v1

24 of 24

20. El-belkasy, M. I, & Wahieb, S. A. (2022). Sustainable conservation and reuse of historical city center applied
study on Jeddah—Saudi Arabia. Sustainability, 14(9), 5188.

21. Gamal, N. (2024). The Performing Arts and Nation Branding in Saudi Arabia.

22. Heritage Commission. (2023a). Annual report 2022: Archaeological sites and heritage preservation. Saudi
Heritage Commission.

23. Heritage Commission. (2023b). Strategic plan 2021-2025: Preserving Saudi Arabia’s cultural legacy. Saudi
Heritage Commission.

24. Heritage Commission. (2023c). Technical guidelines for heritage site conservation and restoration. Saudi
Heritage Commission.

25. Ismail, R, Lai, Y. M., Ayub, Z. A., Ahmad, A. R,, & Wan, C. D. (2016). Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Higher
Education in the Middle East and North Africa: Exploring Regional and Country Specific Potentials, 127-146.

26. Mazzetto, S. (2022). Sustainable Heritage Preservation to Improve the Tourism Offer in Saudi Arabia. Urban
Planning, 7(4), 195-207.

27. Mazzetto, S. (2023). Heritage conservation and reuses to promote sustainable growth. Materials Today:
Proceedings, 85, 100-103.

28. Mazzetto, S., & Vanini, F. (2023). Urban heritage in Saudi Arabia: Comparison and assessment of
sustainable Reuses. Sustainability, 15(12), 9819.

29. Moscatelli, M. (2024). Preserving Tradition through Evolution: Critical Review of 3D Printing for Saudi
Arabia’s Cultural Identity. Buildings, 14(3), 697.

30. Murzyn-Kupisz, M., & Dzialek, J. (2013). Cultural heritage in building and enhancing social capital. Journal
of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development, 3(1), 35-54.

31. Nocca, F. (2017). The role of cultural heritage in sustainable development: Multidimensional indicators as
decision-making tool. Sustainability, 9(10), 1882.

32. Pavan, A. (2016). Higher education in Saudi Arabia: Rooted in heritage and values, aspiring to progress.
International Research in Higher Education, 1(1), 91-100.

33. Profanter, A., Cate, S. R., Maestri, E., & Piacentini, V. F. (2014). Saudi Arabia and women in higher education
and cultural dialogue: New perspectives. EDUCatt-Ente per il diritto allo studio universitario dell’Universita
Cattolica.

34. Rafae, S. (2024). Preserving Intangible Heritage: A Framework for Assessing and Safeguarding Cultural
Practices in Alula, Saudi Arabia. History and Cultural Innovation, 1(1), 25-34.

35. Sahahiri, R., Arrowsmith, C., & Alitany, A. A. (2019). Mapping the historical places: A case study of
promoting tourism in Jeddah, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Cogent Arts & Humanities, 6(1), 1691315.

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those
of the individual author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s)
disclaim responsibility for any injury to people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or

products referred to in the content.


https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202501.0294.v1

