UNIVERSIDAD POLITÉCNICA DE LA REGIÓN LAGUNA
INFORMED CONSENT FORM

Study Title: Sensory Evaluation of a Value-Added Alcoholic Beverage from Cantaloupe Melon

Principal Investigator: Dr. Juan Luis Ríos-Plaza
Institution: Universidad Politécnica de la Región Laguna
Contact: jriosplaza@gmail.com
Ethics Approval Code: UPRLInv-2024-07
Purpose of the Study:
You are being invited to participate in a sensory evaluation study to assess a value-added alcoholic beverage crafted from cantaloupe melon. This research aims to develop sustainable circular-economy products from post-harvest fruit waste.
Procedures:
If you agree to participate, you will attend 6 training sessions (90 min each) and 2 formal evaluation sessions. In each evaluation, you will taste 3 samples (30 mL each) of cantaloupe liqueur (20% v/v ethanol) and rate attributes using 15 cm line scales. Total participation time: ~8 hours over 3 weeks. Mineral water and unsalted crackers will be provided for palate cleansing.
Risks and Discomforts:
The product contains 20% v/v ethanol (equivalent to standard spirits). Maximum serving per session: 90 mL total. May cause dizziness or intoxication if combined with other alcohol. Not recommended for pregnant women, individuals with alcohol intolerance, or those under 18 years of age. Participation is voluntary; you may stop at any time.
Benefits:
No direct personal benefits. Your participation contributes to rural development and food waste reduction research.
Confidentiality:
Your identity will be coded (random 3-digit number). Personal data will be anonymized, stored in encrypted servers for 5 years, and used solely for research purposes.
Voluntary Participation and Withdrawal:
Your participation is entirely voluntary. You may withdraw at any time without penalty or consequence.
Compensation:
No monetary compensation will be provided. Participants will receive a certificate of collaboration.

Contact Information:
For study questions: Dr. Juan Luis Ríos-Plaza – jriosplaza@gmail.com
For rights as participant: Bio-Ethics Committee, UPRL – comite.etica@uprl.edu.mx
Consent Statement:
I have read and understood this information. I confirm I am ≥18 years old and voluntarily agree to participate. I understand I may withdraw at any time without penalty.

Participant Name: _________________________________
Signature: _________________________ Date: _________
